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§285.238

Lease Term

Extension or Suspension

Requirements

(1) Each limited lease
issued competitively has a
preliminary term of

6 months to submit a GAP.
The preliminary term begins
on the effective date of the
lease.

If we receive a GAP that
satisfies the requirements of

§§ 285.640 through 285.648 of
this part, the preliminary term
will be automatically extended
for the period of time necessary
for us to conduct a technical and
environmental review of the
plans.

The GAP must meet the requirements
of §§ 285.640 through 285.648.

(2) The operations term
begins when MMS approves
your GAP and issues your
lease. A limited lease
issued noncompetitively
does not have a preliminary
term.

You must submit and MMS must
approve your GAP before we will
issue a lease. The GAP must meet the
requirements of §§ 285.640 through
285.648.

(3) Each limited lease has
an operations term of

5 years for conducting site
assessment, technology

We may order or grant a
suspension of the operations
term as provided in §§ 285415
through 285.421.

testing, or other activities.
The operations term begins
on the date that we approve
your GAP.

(b) If you do not timely submit a
GAP, you may request additional time
to extend the preliminary term of your
limited lease that includes a revised
schedule for submission of a GAP.

§285.237 What is the effective date of a
lease?

(a) A lease issued under this part
must be dated and becomes effective as
of the first day of the month following
the date a lease is signed by the lessor.

(b) If the lessee submits a written re-
quest and MMS approves, a lease may
be dated and become effective the first
day of the month in which it is signed
by the lessor.

§285.238 Are there any other renew-
able energy research activities that
will be allowed on the OCS?

(a) The Director may issue OCS
leases, ROW grants, and RUE grants to
a Federal agency or a State for renew-
able energy research activities that
support the future production, trans-
portation, or transmission of renewable
energy.

(b) In issuing leases, ROW grants, and
RUE grants to a Federal agency or a

State on the OCS for renewable energy
research activities under this provi-
sion, MMS will coordinate and consult
with other relevant Federal agencies,
any other affected State(s), affected
local government executives, and af-
fected Indian tribes.

(c) The MMS may issue leases, RUESs,
and ROWs for research activities man-
aged by a Federal agency or a State
only in areas for which the Director
has determined, after public notice and
opportunity to comment, that no com-
petitive interest exists.

(d) The Director and the head of the
Federal agency or the Governor of a re-
questing State, or their authorized rep-
resentatives, will negotiate the terms
and conditions of such renewable en-
ergy leases, RUEs, or ROWs under this
provision on a case-by-case basis. The
framework for such negotiations, and
standard terms and conditions of such
leases, RUEs, or ROWs may be set
forth in a memorandum of agreement
(MOA) or other agreement between
MMS and a Federal agency or a State.
The MOA must include the agreement
of the head of the Federal agency or
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§285.300

the Governor to assure that all sub-
contractors comply with these regula-
tions, other applicable laws, and terms
and conditions of such leases or grants.

(e) Any lease, RUE, or ROW that
MMS issues to a Federal agency or to
a State that authorizes access to an
area of the OCS for research activities
managed by a Federal agency or a
State must include:

(1) Requirements to comply with all
applicable Federal laws; and

(2) Requirements to comply with
these regulations, except as otherwise
provided in the lease or grant.

(f) The MMS will issue a public no-
tice of any lease, RUE, ROW issued to
a Federal agency or to a State, or an
approved MOA for such research activi-
ties.

(g) The MMS will not charge any fees
for the purpose of ensuring a fair re-
turn for the use of such research areas
on the OCS.

Subpart C—Rights-of-Way Grants
and Rights-of-Use and Ease-
ment Grants for Renewable
Energy Activities

ROW GRANTS AND RUE GRANTS

§285.300 What types of activities are
authorized by ROW grants and RUE
grants issued under this part?

(a) An ROW grant authorizes the
holder to install on the OCS cables,
pipelines, and associated facilities that
involve the transportation or trans-
mission of electricity or other energy
product from renewable energy
projects.

(b) An RUE grant authorizes the
holder to construct and maintain fa-
cilities or other installations on the
OCS that support the production,
transportation, or transmission of elec-
tricity or other energy product from
any renewable energy resource.

(¢c) You do not need an ROW grant or
RUE grant for a project easement au-
thorized under §285.200(b) to serve your
lease.

§285.301 What do ROW grants and
RUE grants include?

(a) An ROW grant:

30 CFR Ch. Il (7-1-11 Edition)

(1) Includes the full length of the cor-
ridor on which a cable, pipeline, or as-
sociated facility is located;

(2) Is 200 feet (61 meters) in width,
centered on the cable or pipeline, un-
less safety and environmental factors
during construction and maintenance
of the associated cable or pipeline re-
quire a greater width; and

(3) For the associated facility, is lim-
ited to the area reasonably necessary
for a power or pumping station or
other accessory facility.

(b) An RUE grant includes the site on
which a facility or other structure is
located and the areal extent of an-
chors, chains, and other equipment as-
sociated with a facility or other struc-
ture. The specific boundaries of an
RUE will be determined by MMS on a
case-by-case basis and set forth in each
RUE grant.

§285.302 What are the general require-
ments for ROW grant and RUE
grant holders?

(a) To acquire an ROW grant or RUE
grant you must provide evidence that
you meet the qualifications as required
in §285.107.

(b) An ROW grant or RUE grant is
subject to the following conditions:

(1) The rights granted will not pre-
vent the granting of other rights by
the United States, either before or
after the granting of the ROW or RUE,
provided that any subsequent author-
ization issued by MMS in the area of a
previously issued ROW grant or RUE
grant may not unreasonably interfere
with activities approved or impede ex-
isting operations under such a grant;
and

(2) The holder agrees that the United
States, its lessees, or other ROW grant
or RUE grant holders may use or oc-
cupy any part of the ROW grant or
RUE grant not actually occupied or
necessarily incident to its use for any
necessary activities.

§285.303 How long will my ROW grant
or RUE grant remain in effect?

Your ROW grant or RUE grant will
remain in effect for as long as the asso-
ciated activities are properly main-
tained and used for the purpose for
which the grant was made, unless oth-
erwise expressly stated in the grant.
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