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§285.704

§285.704 [Reserved]
CERTIFIED VERIFICATION AGENT

§285.705 When must I use a Certified
Verification Agent (CVA)?

You must use a CVA to review and
certify the Facility Design Report, the
Fabrication and Installation Report,
and the Project Modifications and Re-
pairs Report.

(a) You must use a CVA to:

(1) Ensure that your facilities are de-
signed, fabricated, and installed in con-
formance with accepted engineering
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practices and the Facility Design Re-
port and Fabrication and Installation
Report;

(2) Ensure that repairs and major
modifications are completed in con-
formance with accepted engineering
practices; and

(3) Provide MMS immediate reports
of all incidents that affect the design,
fabrication, and installation of the
project and its components.

(b) The MMS may waive the require-
ment that you use a CVA if you can
demonstrate the following:

If you demonstrate that...

Then MMS may waive the requirement for a
CVA for the following:

(1) The facility design conforms to a standard
design that has been used successfully in a similar
environment, and the installation design conforms
to accepted engineering practices.

The design of your structure(s).

(2) The manufacturer has successfully
manufactured similar facilities, and the facility will
be fabricated in conformance with accepted
engineering practices.

The fabrication of your structure(s).

(3) The installation company has successfully
installed similar facilities in a similar offshore
environment, and your structure(s) will be installed
in conformance with accepted engineering
practices.

The installation of your structure(s).

(4) Repairs and major modifications will be
completed in conformance with accepted
engineering practices.

The repair or major modification of your
structure(s).

(c) You must submit a request to
waive the requirement to use a CVA to
MMS in writing, along with your SAP
under §285.610(a)(9), COoP under
§285.626(1b)(20), or GAP under
§285.645(c)(H).

(1) The MMS will review your request
to waive the use of the CVA and notify
you of our decision along with our deci-
sion on your SAP, COP, or GAP.

(2) If MMS does not waive the re-
quirement for a CVA, you may file an
appeal under §285.118.

(3) If MMS waives the requirement
that you use a CVA, your project engi-
neer must perform the same duties and
responsibilities as the CVA, except as
otherwise provided.

§285.706 How do I nominate a CVA for
MMS approval?

(a) As part of your COP (as provided
in §285.626(b)(20) and, when required by

this part, your SAP (§285.610(a)(9)) or
GAP (§285.645(c)(b)), you must nomi-
nate a CVA for MMS approval. You
must specify whether the nomination
is for the Facility Design Report, Fab-
rication and Installation Report, Modi-
fication and Repair Report, or for any
combination of these.

(b) For each CVA that you nominate,
you must submit to MMS a list of doc-
uments used in your design that you
will forward to the CVA and a quali-
fication statement that includes the
following:

(1) Previous experience in third-party
verification or experience in the de-
sign, fabrication, installation, or major
modification of offshore energy facili-
ties;

(2) Technical capabilities of the indi-
vidual or the primary staff for the spe-
cific project;
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