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§ 383a.5 Responsibilities and functions. 

(a) The Director, Defense Com-
missary Agency (DeCA), shall: 

(1) Organize, direct, and manage the 
DeCA and all assigned resources; pro-
cure assigned items; and administer, 
supervise, and control all programs and 
activities assigned to the DeCA. 

(2) Plan, program, budget, design, 
manage, and ensure the execution of 
the commissary facilities’ construc-
tion, modification, and repair pro-
grams. 

(3) Provide and operate facilities 
under standards consistent with those 
used for commercial food stores. 

(4) Develop and administer plans and 
programs to provide peacetime train-
ing for military personnel, as appro-
priate. 

(5) Develop and administer plans and 
programs to provide troop issue sub-
sistence support to appropriate dining 
facilities, tactical field exchanges for 
deployed mission support, and manage-
ment of subsistence war readiness ma-
teriel in peacetime and wartime, as re-
quired. 

(6) Provide advice to the ASD(P&L) 
on DoD policies about the operation of 
commissaries and related matters. 

(7) Plan and direct use of commissary 
stocks to support mobilization, as re-
quired. 

(8) Establish and administer a civil-
ian career management program to in-
clude referral services and development 
programs for commissary management 
personnel. 

(9) Perform such other functions as 
the ASD(P&L) may direct. 

(b) The Defense Commissary Board 
(DCB) shall meet periodically, and not 
less than annually. For the purpose of 
providing advice, it shall: 

(1) Consider issues about DeCA oper-
ations, services, and resources and 
make recommendations about DeCA 
practices, problems, policies, and pro-
grams. 

(2) Facilities the exchange of infor-
mation among the Director, DeCA, and 
the Military Departments. 

(3) Make recommendations on the in-
tegration and prioritization of the 
commissary construction program. 

(4) Perform such other advisory func-
tions as ASD(P&L) may direct. 

(c) The Assistant Secretary of De-
fense (Production and Logistics) 
(ASD(P&L)) shall: 

(1) Recommend to the Secretary and 
the Deputy Secretary of Defense and 
the USD(A) policies and resources for 
the administration of the DeCA and its 
programs. 

(2) Provide policy guidance and man-
agement direction to the Director, 
DeCA. 

(3) Establish standards and issue 
guidelines for military commissary op-
erations, including, but not limited to, 
the following areas: 

(i) Funding. 
(ii) Commissary establishment/dis-

establishment. 
(iii) Pricing and surcharges. 
(iv) Categories of items. 
(v) Reporting requirements and prep-

aration of ‘‘The DoD Commissary Oper-
ations Report’’ (RCS DD-FMP(A)1187). 

(4) In coordination with CJCS, make 
arrangements for Commanders of Uni-
fied Commands to assume temporary 
operational control of commissaries in 
wartime or periods of heightened alert. 

(d) The Assistant Secretary of De-
fense (Force Management and Per-
sonnel) (ASD(FM&P)) shall be respon-
sible for advising the ASD(P&L) on 
commissary policy to ensure that it is 
consistent with policies on recruitment 
and retention. 

(e) The Comptroller of the Depart-
ment of Defense (C, DoD) shall advise 
the ASD(P&L) on accounting, budg-
eting, funding, cash management, debt 
management, and pricing and sur-
charge policy for the DeCA. 

(f) The Secretaries of the Military 
Departments shall provide such facili-
ties, physical security, logistics, and 
administrative support as required for 
effective operation of the military 
commissary program as agreed to by 
the DeCA and cognizant component 
Commands under inter-Service support 
and servicing agreements. 

§ 383a.6 Relationships. 

(a) In the performance of assigned re-
sponsibilities and functions, the Direc-
tor, DeCA, shall: 
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(1) Have free and direct access to, and 
communicate with, the DoD Compo-
nents and other Executive Depart-
ments and Agencies concerning com-
missary activities, as necessary. 

(2) Maintain appropriate liaison with 
other DoD Components, Agencies of 
the Executive branch, forcing govern-
ments, and private sector organiza-
tions for the exchange of information 
on programs and activities in the field 
of assigned responsibilities. 

(3) Use established facilities and serv-
ices of the Department of Defense and 
other Federal Agencies, whenever prac-
ticable, to avoid duplication and to 
achieve an appropriate balance of mod-
ernization, efficiency, economy, and 
customer support. 

(4) Consult and coordinate with other 
governmental and nongovernmental 
agencies on matters related to the mis-
sion assigned to the DeCA. 

(b) The Secretaries of the Military 
Departments and Heads of other DoD 
Components shall: 

(1) Provide assistance to the Direc-
tor, DeCA, in carrying out the respon-
sibilities and functions relating to 
military commissaries. 

(2) Coordinate with the Director, 
DeCA, on programs and activities that 
include or are related to military com-
missaries. 

§ 383a.7 Authority. 
The Director, DeCA is hereby dele-

gated authority to: 
(a) Enter into and administer con-

tracts, directly or through a Military 
Department, a DoD contract adminis-
tration services component, or other 
Government Department or Agency, in 
accordance with applicable laws, DoD 
regulations, the FAR and the DFARS 
for supplies, equipment, and services 
required to accomplish the mission of 
the DeCA. 

(b) Prescribe procedures, standards, 
and practices for the Department of 
Defense governing he execution of as-
signed responsibilities and functions. 

(c) Enter into agreements with the 
Military Departments or other Govern-
ment entities, as required for the effec-
tive performance of the military com-
missary program. 

(d) Obtain reports, information, ad-
vice, and assistance from other DoD 

Components consistent with the poli-
cies and criteria of DoD Directive 
7750.5 1, as may be necessary for the 
performance of assigned functions and 
responsibilities. 

(e) Establish new DeCA facilities or 
use existing facilities of the Military 
Departments, as deemed necessary, for 
improved effectiveness and economy. 

(f) Exercise the operational and ad-
ministrative authorities contained in 
the appendix to this part. 

§ 383a.8 Administration. 

(a) The Director and Deputy Direc-
tor(s) of the DeCA shall be appointed 
by the Secretary of Defense. 

(b) The DeCA shall be authorized 
such personnel, facilities, funds, and 
other administrative support as the 
Secretary of Defense deems necessary. 

(c) The Military Departments shall 
assign military personnel to the DeCA 
in accordance with approved authoriza-
tions and procedures for assignment to 
joint duty. 

(d) Programming, budgeting, funding, 
procuring, auditing, accounting, pric-
ing, and reporting activities of the 
DeCA shall be in accordance with es-
tablished DoD policies and procedures. 

(e) Appropriated funds shall be used 
to finance the operating costs of the 
DeCA with the exception of operating 
costs authorized for payment from 
trust revolving funds. A stock fund will 
be used to finance all inventories pro-
cured for resale. 

APPENDIX TO PART 383a—DELEGATIONS 
OF AUTHORITY 

Pursuant to the authority vested in the 
Secretary of Defense, and subject to the di-
rection, authority, and control of the Sec-
retary of Defense, and in accordance with 
DoD policies, Directives, and Instructions, 
the Director, DeCA is hereby delegated au-
thority as required in the administration 
and operation of the DeCA to: 

1. Establish advisory committees and em-
ploy part-time advisers, as approved by the 
Secretary of Defense, for the performance of 
DeCA functions pursuant to 10 U.S.C. 173 
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