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§ 644.409 Procedures for Interchange 
of National Forest Lands. 

(a) General. The interchange of na-
tional forest lands is accomplished in 
three steps: first, agreement must be 
reached between the two departments 
involved as to which lands will be 
interchanged; second, the two depart-
ments will jointly notify the Speaker 
of the House of Representatives and 
the President of the Senate, by letter, 
of the intention of the two depart-
ments to make the interchange agreed 
upon; third, upon the expiration of 45 
days from the date of submission of the 
notice of intention (counting only days 
occurring during any regular or special 
session of the Congress) the two secre-
taries will execute jointly and cause to 
be published in the FEDERAL REGISTER 
an order transferring the respective 
lands of each department to the other. 

(b) Initiation of requests for inter-
change. Requests for interchange of 
lands may be originated by either the 
military department involved or the 
Department of Agriculture. Those 
originated by the Department of the 
Army may result from land require-
ments generated by newly authorized 
civil works or military construction 
projects or from authorized expansion 
of existing projects or as a result of 
property utilization surveys. Depart-
ment of the Air Force requirements 
may develop similarly. When a request 
originates with the Department of the 
Air Force requirements may develop 
similarly. When a request originates 
with the Department of Agriculture 
pertaining to a civil works project or a 
military installation, it will be ana-
lyzed and coordinated by the DE with 
local representatives of the Depart-
ment of Agriculture and the using serv-
ice, as appropriate, to determine the 
feasibility of and need for the acquisi-
tion of any forest land to improve ad-
ministration of the Army project or in-
stallation and the availability of Army 
lands for transfer to the Department of 
Agriculture. When coordinated anal-
ysis indicates the propriety of an inter-
change, an interchange planning report 
will be developed by the DE, in coordi-
nation with interested local elements 
of the two departments and submitted 
to HQDA (DAEN-REM) WASH DC 20314, 
with appropriate recommendations. 

(c) Contents of interchange planning re-
port. The planning report should in-
clude the following information: 

(1) Location of the areas proposed for 
interchange, including the county or 
municipality, names of the forest, 
project or installation, and number of 
acres to be interchanged by each de-
partment. 

(2) If the areas involved include pub-
lic domain lands, the number and date 
of the Executive Order or Public Land 
Order by which withdrawn or estab-
lished. 

(3) If the areas include acquired 
lands: 

(i) Approximate dates, methods and 
cost of acquisition of Department of 
the Army lands proposed for inter-
change. 

(ii) Interest, restrictions and reserva-
tions currently outstanding, to which 
the lands were subject when acquired, 
together with such rights subsequently 
granted by the Government and pres-
ently in force. 

(4) Any additional reservations, con-
ditions or restrictions under which the 
interchange is to be made. 

(5) A map, in triplicate, indicating by 
appropriate color scheme the lands of 
each department which are to be inter-
changed. The map should show the ju-
risdictional boundary, and, where ap-
propriate, the contour elevations used 
as a basis for determining the extent of 
the interchange. 

(6) An informal estimate of the cur-
rent values of the areas to be inter-
changed. 

(7) Information upon which to base a 
determination by the two Secretaries 
that the interchange will facilitate 
land management and provide max-
imum use thereof for authorized pur-
poses. 

(8) Any other information or data 
that might be helpful to representa-
tives of the Department of the Army in 
answering pertinent questions that 
may be raised by the committees of 
Congress. 

(9) A draft of order of interchange 
prepared, in sextuplicate, in coordina-
tion with representatives of the Forest 
Service for execution jointly by the 
two Secretaries. 

(10) Recommendations of the District 
and Division Engineers. 
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(d) Relinquishment and assumption of 
possession. Upon notification by the 
Chief of Engineers that an order of 
interchange has been published, the DE 
will coordinate with local representa-
tives of the Forest Service, and the 
using service if appropriate, the ex-
change of custody and accountability 
of the respective areas. 

§ 644.410 Procedure for other trans-
fers. 

(a) Applicability—Exceptions. Sections 
644.410 through 644.412 are applicable to 
all transfers of real and related per-
sonal property to other Federal agen-
cies by the Army and Air Force except 
as provided above. 

(b) Authority to execute—(1) Secretaries 
of the Army and Air Force. Instruments 
effecting the transfer of fee-owned land 
(except fee-owned land that has been 
reported to GSA and is transferred at 
the direction of GSA) will be executed 
at Secretarial level. The Secretary of 
the Army, or his designee, will execute 
instruments transferring Air Force 
land to other Federal agencies. 

(2) Division and District Engineers will 
execute instruments transferring real 
property and related personal property 
to other Federal agencies: (i) Which 
has been reported to GSA and which is 
transferred at the direction of GSA; (ii) 
leaseholds, easements, and other lesser 
interests in lands; and (iii) buildings, 
fixtures, and other improvements. 

§ 644.411 Form of inter-agency transfer 
instrument. 

(a) Inter-agency transfer instruments 
will be prepared by the Chief of Engi-
neers in either memorandum or letter 
form. The instruments will be prepared 
for signature of the Secretary of the 
transferring department and will be ad-
dressed to the Secretary of head of the 
receiving department or agency. The 
instrument will provide, as a min-
imum, the following: citation of statu-
tory authority for the transfer; state-
ment as to whether the transfer is 
made with or without reimbursement; 
statement of the reimbursement 
amount, if applicable; statement as to 
whether the requirements of 10 U.S.C. 
2662 have been met or that the transfer 
is not subject thereto; statement as to 
the acreage of land involved; and, by 

means of an inclosure, a description of 
the property being transferred. Based 
on the circumstances and nature of the 
property, other appropriate data out-
lined below will be included in the in-
strument. 

(1) Effective date of transfer (where 
right-of-entry has been granted or cus-
tody transferred, this date will be 
used.) 

(2) Restrictions, conditions, reserva-
tions and exceptions, as necessary. 

(3) When, where, how and by whom 
transfer of physical possession and ac-
countability for the property will be 
accomplished. 

(4) Location and proposed disposition 
of title papers pertaining to the prop-
erty. 

(5) Description of the land and copy 
of map depicting the property and re-
flecting its relation to retained prop-
erty, if any, and to encumbrances such 
as rights-of-way, easements, and lease-
holds. 

(6) Instructions concerning payment 
of rent where a lease is involved. The 
transfer will be conditioned upon as-
sumption of all obligations incurred in 
connection with the leasehold, includ-
ing obligations to restore the premises. 

(7) Instructions concerning removal 
and site restoration where buildings or 
timber, or sand and gravel, or other 
separable property is involved. 

(8) Statement of source of title and 
cost of acquisition where land is in-
volved. Reservations and exceptions in 
and to the Government’s title and ease-
ments and other rights in the property 
granted by the Government will be 
stated with particularity. 

(9) List and description of buildings 
and improvements and cost of build-
ings and improvements not acquired 
with the land. 

(10) A reference to excess or other di-
rective making the property available 
for transfer when instrument is exe-
cuted by District Engineer. 

(11) Statement of responsibility and 
reimbursement for utility services. 

(12) Reference to Report of Excess, 
Standard Form 118, where property has 
been reported to GSA. 

(13) Other appropriate information. 
(b) The DE will provide the data out-

lined in paragraph (a) of this section to 
HQDA (DAEN-REM) WASH DC 20314 for 
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