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32 CFR Ch. VI (7–1–11 Edition) § 724.602 

§ 724.602 Mission. 

To decide, in accordance with stand-
ards of naval law and discipline and the 
standards for discharge review set 
forth in subpart I, whether a discharge 
or dismissal from the naval service is 
proper and equitable, or whether it 
should be changed. 

§ 724.603 Functions. 

(a) Meet as frequently as necessary 
to provide expeditious review of naval 
discharges. 

(b) Meet at locations within the 48 
contiguous states as determined appro-
priate on the basis of the number of 
discharge review applications received 
from various geographical areas and of 
available resources and facilities. 

(c) Review applications for review of 
discharges. 

(d) In consonance with directives of 
higher authority and the policies set 
forth in this Manual, grant or deny 
change of discharges. 

(e) Promulgate decisions in a timely 
manner. 

(f) Maintain a system of records. 
(g) Maintain liaison in discharge re-

view matters with: 
(1) General Counsel of the Navy. 
(2) Commandant of the Marine Corps. 
(3) Chief of Naval Operations. 
(i) Commander, Naval Reserve Force. 
(ii) Commander, Naval Medical Com-

mand. 
(iii) Commander, Naval Military Per-

sonnel Command, under the Chief of 
Naval Personnel. 

(4) Judge Advocate General of the 
Navy. 

(5) Veterans’ service organizations. 
(6) Discharge review boards of the 

other services, using the Army Dis-
charge Review Board as the focal point 
for service coordination. 

(h) Protect the privacy of individuals 
whose records are reviewed. 

(i) Maintain for public access a read-
ing file and associated index of records 
of NDRB proceedings in all reviews un-
dertaken subsequent to July 1, 1975. 

Subpart G—Organization of the 
Naval Discharge Review Board 

§ 724.701 Composition. 
The NDRB acting in plenary review 

session shall be composed of five mem-
bers. Normally the members shall be 
career military officers, assigned to 
the Secretary of the Navy Council of 
Review Boards or otherwise made 
available; inactive duty officers of the 
Navy and Marine Corps Reserve may 
serve as members when designated to 
do so by the President, NDRB. 

(a) Presiding officers of the NDRB 
shall normally be Navy or Marine 
Corps officers in the grade of Captain/ 
Colonel or above. 

(b) The remaining NDRB membership 
shall normally be not less than the 
grade of Lieutenant Commander/Major 
with preference being given to senior 
grades. 

(c) Normally, at least three of the 
five members of the NDRB shall belong 
to the service from which the applicant 
whose case is under review was dis-
charged. 

(d) Individual membership in the 
NDRB may vary within the limitations 
of the prescribed composition. 

(e) Any member of a panel of the 
NDRB other than the presiding officer 
may act as recorder for cases assigned. 
The recorder will participate as a vot-
ing member of the panel. 

[50 FR 10943, Mar. 19, 1985, as amended at 75 
FR 747, Jan. 6, 2010] 

§ 724.702 Executive management. 
The administrative affairs of the 

NDRB shall be managed by the Execu-
tive Secretary. This responsibility 
shall include schedules, records, cor-
respondence and issuance of NDRB de-
cisions. 

§ 724.703 Legal counsel. 
Normally, the NDRB shall function 

without the immediate attendance of 
legal counsel. In the event that a legal 
advisory opinion is deemed appropriate 
by the NDRB, such opinion shall be ob-
tained routinely by reference to the 
Counsel assigned to the Office of the 
Director, Secretary of the Navy Coun-
cil of Review Boards. In addition, the 
NDRB may request advisory opinions 
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Department of the Navy, DoD § 724.802 

from staff offices of the Department of 
the Navy, including, but not limited to 
the General Counsel and the Judge Ad-
vocate General. 

[75 FR 747, Jan. 6, 2010] 

Subpart H—Procedures of Naval 
Discharge Review Board 

§ 724.801 Matters to be considered in 
discharge review. 

In the process of its review of dis-
charges, the NDRB shall examine 
available records and pertinent regula-
tions of the Department of the Navy, 
together with such information as may 
be presented by the applicant and/or 
representative, which will normally in-
clude: 

(a) The application for discharge re-
view; 

(b) Statements, affidavits or docu-
mentation, if any, accompanying the 
application or presented during hear-
ings; 

(c) Testimony, if any, presented dur-
ing hearings; 

(d) Service and health records; 
(e) A brief of pertinent facts ex-

tracted from the service and health 
records, prepared by the NDRB re-
corder. 

§ 724.802 Applicant’s responsibilities. 
(a) Request for change of discharge. An 

applicant may request a change in the 
character of or reason for discharge (or 
both). 

(1) Character of discharge. Block 7 of 
DD Form 293 provides an applicant an 
opportunity to request a specific 
change in character of discharge (for 
example, General Discharge to Honor-
able Discharge; Other than Honorable 
Discharge to General or Honorable Dis-
charge). A person separated on or after 
1 October 1982 while in an entry level 
status may request a change from 
Other Than Honorable Discharge to 
Entry Level Separation. A request for 
review from an applicant who does not 
have an Honorable Discharge will be 
treated as a request for a change to an 
Honorable Discharge unless the appli-
cant requests a specific change to an-
other character of discharge. 

(2) Reason for discharge. Block 7 of DD 
Form 293 provides an applicant an op-

portunity to request a specific change 
in the reason for discharge. If an appli-
cant does not request a specific change 
in the reason for discharge, the NDRB 
will presume that the request for re-
view does not involve a request for 
change in the reason for discharge. 
Under its responsibility to examine the 
propriety and equity of an applicant’s 
discharge, the NDRB will change the 
reason for discharge if such a change is 
warranted. 

(3) The applicant must ensure that 
issues submitted to the NDRB are con-
sistent with the request for change in 
discharge set forth in block 7 of the DD 
Form 293. If an ambiguity is created by 
a difference between and applicant’s 
issue and the request in block 7, the 
NDRB will respond to the issue in the 
context of the action requested in 
block 7. In the case of a personal ap-
pearance hearing, the NDRB will at-
tempt to resolve the ambiguity under 
§ 724.802(c). 

(b) Request for consideration of specific 
issues. An applicant may request the 
Board to consider specific issues which, 
in the opinion of the applicant, form a 
basis for changing the character of or 
reason for discharge, or both. In addi-
tion to the guidance set forth in this 
section, applicants should consult the 
other sections in this manual before 
submitting issues for consideration by 
the Board. 

(1) Submission of issues on DD Form 
293. Issues must be provided to the 
NDRB on DD Form 293 (82 Nov) before 
the NDRB closes the review process for 
deliberation. 

(i) Issues must be clear and specific. An 
issue must be stated clearly and spe-
cifically in order to enable the NDRB 
to understand the nature of the issue 
and its relationship to the applicant’s 
discharge. 

(ii) Separate listing of issues. Each 
issue submitted by an applicant should 
be listed separately. Submission of a 
separate statement for each issue pro-
vides the best means of ensuring that 
the full import of the issue is conveyed 
to the NDRB. 

(iii) Use of DD Form 293. DD Form 293 
provides applicants with a standard 
format for submitting issues to the 
NDRB, and its use: 
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