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32 CFR Ch. VII (7–1–11 Edition) § 865.105 

§ 865.105 Jurisdiction and authority. 
The DRB has jurisdiction and author-

ity in cases of former military per-
sonnel who, at the time of their separa-
tion from the Service, were members of 
the US Army Aviation components 
(Aviation Section, Signal Corps; Air 
Service; Air Corps; or Air Forces) prior 
to September 17, 1947, or the US Air 
Force. The DRB does not have jurisdic-
tion and authority concerning per-
sonnel of other armed services who at 
the time of their separation, were as-
signed to duty with the Army Air 
Forces or the US Air Force. 

(a) The DRB’s review is based on the 
former member’s available military 
records, issues submitted by the former 
member, or his counsel and on any 
other evidence that is presented to the 
DRB. The DRB determines whether the 
type of discharge or dismissal the 
former member received is equitable 
and proper; if not, the DRB instructs 
the USAF Manpower and Personnel 
Center (AFMPC) to change the dis-
charge reason or to issue a new char-
acter of discharge according to the 
DRB’s findings. 

(b) The DRB is not authorized to re-
voke any discharge, to reinstate any 
person who has been separated from 
the military service, or to recall any 
person to active duty. 

(c) The DRB, on its own motion, may 
review a case that appears likely to re-
sult in a decision favorable to the 
former military member, without the 
member’s knowledge or presence. In 
this case, if the decision is: 

(1) Favorable, the DRB directs 
AFMPC to notify the former member 
accordingly at the member’s last 
known address. 

(2) Unfavorable, the DRB returns the 
case to the files without any record of 
formal action; the DRB then recon-
siders the case without prejudice in ac-
cordance with normal procedures. 

§ 865.106 Application for review. 
(a) General. Applications shall be sub-

mitted to the Air Force DRB on DD 
Form 293, Application for Review of 
Discharge or Dismissal from the Armed 
Forces of the United States (OMB Ap-
proval No. 0704–0004) with such other 
statements, affidavits, or documenta-
tion as desired. It is to the applicant’s 

advantage to submit such documents 
with the application or within 60 days 
thereafter in order to permit a thor-
ough screening of the case. The DD 
Form 293 is available at most DOD in-
stallations and regional offices of the 
Veterans Administration, or by writing 
to: DA Military Review Boards Agency, 
Attention: SFBA (Reading Room), 
Room 1E520, The Pentagon, Wash-
ington, DC 20310. 

(b) Timing. A motion or request for 
review must be made within 15 years 
after the date of discharge or dismissal. 

(c) Applicant’s responsibilities. An ap-
plicant may request a change in the 
character of or reason for discharge (or 
both). 

(1) Character of discharge. DD Form 
293 provides an applicant an oppor-
tunity to request a specific change in 
character of discharge (for example, 
General Discharge to Honorable Dis-
charge; Under Other Than Honorable 
Conditions Discharge to General or 
Honorable Discharge). Only a person 
separated on or after 1 October 1982 
while in an entry level status may re-
quest a change from other than an hon-
orable discharge to Entry Level Sepa-
ration. A request for review from an 
applicant who does not have an Honor-
able Discharge will be treated as a re-
quest for a change to an Honorable Dis-
charge unless the applicant requests a 
specific change to another character of 
discharge. 

(2) Reason for discharge. DD Form 293 
provides an applicant an opportunity 
to request a specific change in the rea-
son for discharge. If an applicant does 
not request a specific change in the 
reason for discharge, the DRB will pre-
sume that the request for review does 
not involve a request for change in the 
reason for discharge. Under its respon-
sibility to examine the propriety and 
equity of an applicant’s discharge, the 
DRB will change the reason for dis-
charge if such a change is warranted. 

(3) The applicant must ensure that 
issues submitted to the DRB are con-
sistent with the request for change in 
discharge set forth in ‘‘Board Action 
Requested’’ of the DD Form 293. If an 
ambiguity is created by a difference be-
tween an applicant’s issue and the re-
quested action, the DRB will respond 
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