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in the position of the second masthead 
light and be visible at the same min-
imum range. 

§ 83.24 Towing and pushing (Rule 24). 
(a) A power-driven vessel when towing 

astern. A power-driven vessel when tow-
ing astern shall exhibit: 

(1) Instead of the light prescribed ei-
ther in Rule 23(a)(1) or 23(a)(2), two 
masthead lights in a vertical line. 
When the length of the tow, measuring 
from the stern of the towing vessel to 
the after end of the tow exceeds 200 me-
ters, three such lights in a vertical 
line; 

(2) Sidelights; 
(3) A sternlight; 
(4) A towing light in a vertical line 

above the sternlight; and 
(5) When the length of the tow ex-

ceeds 200 meters, a diamond shape 
where it can best be seen. 

(b) Pushing vessel and pushed vessel 
rigidly connected in composite unit. When 
a pushing vessel and a vessel being 
pushed ahead are rigidly connected in a 
composite unit they shall be regarded 
as a power-driven vessel and exhibit 
the lights prescribed in Rule 23. 

(c) A power-driven vessel when pushing 
ahead or towing alongside. A power-driv-
en vessel when pushing ahead or tow-
ing alongside, except as required by 
paragraphs (b) and (1) of this Rule, 
shall exhibit: 

(1) Instead of the light prescribed ei-
ther in Rule 23(a)(1) or 23(a)(2), two 
masthead lights in a vertical line; 

(2) Sidelights; and 
(3) Two towing lights in a vertical 

line. 
(d) Compliance with other requirements. 

A power-driven vessel to which para-
graphs (a) or (c) of this Rule apply 
shall also comply with Rule 23(a)(1) and 
23(a)(2). 

(e) Vessels being towed. A vessel or ob-
ject other than those referred to in 
paragraph (g) of this Rule being towed 
shall exhibit: 

(1) Sidelights; 
(2) A sternlight; and 
(3) When the length of the tow ex-

ceeds 200 meters, a diamond shape 
where it can best be seen. 

(f) Vessels being towed alongside or 
pushed in a group. Provided that any 
number of vessels being towed along-

side or pushed in a group shall be light-
ed as one vessel, except as provided in 
paragraph (3)— 

(1) A vessel being pushed ahead, not 
being part of a composite unit, shall 
exhibit at the forward end, sidelights 
and a special flashing light; 

(2) A vessel being towed alongside 
shall exhibit a sternlight and at the 
forward end, sidelights and a special 
flashing light; and 

(3) When vessels are towed alongside 
on both sides of the towing vessels a 
sternlight shall be exhibited on the 
stern of the outboard vessel on each 
side of the towing vessel, and a single 
set of sidelights as far forward and as 
far outboard as is practicable, and a 
single special flashing light. 

(g) An inconspicuous, partly submerged 
vessel or object being towed. An incon-
spicuous, partly submerged vessel or 
object being towed shall exhibit: 

(1) If it is less than 25 meters in 
breadth, one all-round white light at or 
near each end; 

(2) If it is 25 meters or more in 
breadth, four all-round white lights to 
mark its length and breadth; 

(3) If it exceeds 100 meters in length, 
additional all-round white lights be-
tween the lights prescribed in subpara-
graphs (1) and (2) so that the distance 
between the lights shall not exceed 100 
meters: Provided, that any vessels or 
objects being towed alongside each 
other shall be lighted as one vessel or 
object; 

(4) A diamond shape at or near the 
aftermost extremity of the last vessel 
or object being towed; and 

(5) The towing vessel may direct a 
searchlight in the direction of the tow 
to indicate its presence to an approach-
ing vessel. 

(h) Alternative lighting of vessel or ob-
ject being towed. Where from any suffi-
cient cause it is impracticable for a 
vessel or object being towed to exhibit 
the lights prescribed in paragraph (e) 
or (g) of this Rule, all possible meas-
ures shall be taken to light the vessel 
or object towed or at least to indicate 
the presence of the unlighted vessel or 
object. 

(i) Western Rivers or other specified wa-
ters; exception. Notwithstanding para-
graph (c), on the Western Rivers (ex-
cept below the Huey P. Long Bridge on 

VerDate Mar<15>2010 14:20 Sep 07, 2011 Jkt 223130 PO 00000 Frm 00215 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 Q:\33\33V1.TXT ofr150 PsN: PC150



206 

33 CFR Ch. I (7–1–11 Edition) § 83.25 

the Mississippi River) and on waters 
specified by the Secretary, a power- 
driven vessel when pushing ahead or 
towing alongside, except as paragraph 
(b) applies, shall exhibit: 

(1) Sidelights; and 
(2) Two towing lights in a vertical 

line. 
(j) Towing another vessel in distress or 

otherwise in need of assistance. Where 
from any sufficient cause it is imprac-
ticable for a vessel not normally en-
gaged in towing operations to display 
the lights prescribed by paragraph (a), 
(c) or (i) of this Rule, such vessel shall 
not be required to exhibit those lights 
when engaged in towing another vessel 
in distress or otherwise in need of as-
sistance. All possible measures shall be 
taken to indicate the nature of the re-
lationship between the towing vessel 
and the vessel being assisted. The 
searchlight authorized by Rule 36 may 
be used to illuminate the tow. 

§ 83.25 Sailing vessels underway and 
vessels under oars (Rule 25). 

(a) Sailing vessels underway. A sailing 
vessel underway shall exhibit: 

(1) Sidelights; and 
(2) A sternlight. 
(b) Sailing vessels of less than 20 meters 

in length. In a sailing vessel of less than 
20 meters in length the lights pre-
scribed in paragraph (a) of this Rule 
may be combined in one lantern car-
ried at or near the top of the mast 
where it can best be seen. 

(c) Additional lights. A sailing vessel 
underway may, in addition to the 
lights prescribed in paragraph (a) of 
this Rule, exhibit at or near the top of 
the mast, where they can best be seen, 
two all-round lights in a vertical line, 
the upper being red and the lower 
green, but these lights shall not be ex-
hibited in conjunction with the com-
bined lantern permitted by paragraph 
(b) of this Rule. 

(d) Sailing vessels of less than 7 meters 
in length; vessels under oars. 

(1) A sailing vessel of less than 7 me-
ters in length shall, if practicable, ex-
hibit the lights prescribed in paragraph 
(a) or (b) of this Rule, but if she does 
not, she shall have ready at hand an 
electric torch or lighted lantern show-
ing a white light which shall be exhib-

ited in sufficient time to prevent colli-
sion. 

(2) A vessel under oars may exhibit 
the lights prescribed in this Rule for 
sailing vessels, but if she does not, she 
shall have ready at hand an electric 
torch or lighted lantern showing a 
white light which shall be exhibited in 
sufficient time to prevent collision. 

(e) Vessels proceeding under sail. A ves-
sel proceeding under sail when also 
being propelled by machinery shall ex-
hibit forward where it can best be seen 
a conical shape, apex downward. A ves-
sel of less than 12 meters in length is 
not required to exhibit this shape, but 
may do so. 

§ 83.26 Fishing vessels (Rule 26). 

(a) Exhibition of only prescribed lights 
and shapes. A vessel engaged in fishing, 
whether underway or at anchor, shall 
exhibit only the lights and shapes pre-
scribed in this Rule. 

(b) Vessels engaged in trawling. A ves-
sel when engaged in trawling, by which 
is meant the dragging through the 
water of a dredge net or other appa-
ratus used as a fishing appliance, shall 
exhibit: 

(1) Two all-round lights in a vertical 
line, the upper being green and the 
lower white, or a shape consisting of 
two cones with their apexes together in 
a vertical line one above the other; 

(2) A masthead light abaft of and 
higher than the all-round green light; a 
vessel of less than 50 meters in length 
shall not be obliged to exhibit such a 
light but may do so; and 

(3) When making way through the 
water, in addition to the lights pre-
scribed in this paragraph, sidelights 
and a sternlight. 

(c)Vessels engaged in fishing other than 
trawling. A vessel engaged in fishing, 
other than trawling, shall exhibit: 

(1) Two all-round lights in a vertical 
line, the upper being green and the 
lower white, or a shape consisting of 
two cones with their apexes together in 
a vertical line one above the other; 

(2) A masthead light abaft of and 
higher than the all-round green light; a 
vessel of less than 50 meters in length 
shall not be obliged to exhibit such a 
light but may do so; and 
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