
218 

34 CFR Ch. VI (7–1–11 Edition) § 600.56 

examinations, of the USMLE administered 
by the ECFMG, at least 75 percent of the 
school’s students and graduates who took 
that step/test of the examination in the year 
preceding the year for which any of the 
school’s students seeks a title IV, HEA pro-
gram loan must have received a passing 
score on that step/test and are taking the 
step/test for the first time; or 

(2)(i) The school must have had a clinical 
training program approved by a State as of 
January 1, 1992; and 

(ii) The school must continue to operate a 
clinical training program in at least one 
State that approves the program. 

(3) In performing the calculation required 
in paragraph (f)(1)(ii) of this section, a for-
eign graduate medical school shall— 

(i) Include as a graduate each student who 
graduated from the school during the three 
years preceding the year for which the cal-
culation is performed and who took that 
step/test for the first time in that year; and 

(ii) Include students and graduates who 
take more than one step/test of the USMLE 
examination for the first time in the same 
year in the denominator for each of those 
steps/tests; 

(4)(i) If the calculation described in para-
graph (f)(1)(ii) of this section would result in 
any step/test pass rate based on fewer than 
eight students, a single pass rate for the 
school is determined instead based on the 
performance of the school’s students and 
graduates on Step 1, Step 2–CS, and Step 2– 
CK combined; 

(ii) If combining the results on all three 
step/tests as permitted in paragraph (f)(4)(i) 
of this section would result in a pass rate 
based on fewer than eight step/test results, 
the school is deemed to have no pass rate for 
that year and the results for the year are 
combined with each subsequent year until a 
pass rate based on at least eight step/test re-
sults is derived. 

(g) Other criteria. (1) As part of estab-
lishing, publishing, and applying reasonable 
satisfactory academic progress standards, a 
foreign graduate medical school must in-
clude as a quantitative component a max-
imum timeframe in which a student must 
complete his or her educational program 
that must— 

(i) Be no longer than 150 percent of the 
published length of the educational program 
measured in academic years, terms, credit 
hours attempted, clock hours completed, 
etc., as appropriate; and 

(ii) Meet the requirements of 
§ 668.16(e)(2)(ii)(B), (C) and (D). 

(2) A foreign graduate medical school must 
document the educational remediation it 
provides to assist students in making satis-
factory academic progress. 

(3) A foreign graduate medical school must 
publish all the languages in which instruc-
tion is offered. 

(h) Location of a program. (1) Except as pro-
vided in paragraph (h)(3)(ii) of this section, 
all portions of a graduate medical education 
program offered to U.S. students must be lo-
cated in a country whose medical school ac-
crediting standards are comparable to stand-
ards used in the United States, as deter-
mined by the NCFMEA, except for clinical 
training sites located in the United States. 

(2) No portion of the graduate medical edu-
cational program offered to U.S. students, 
other than the clinical training portion of 
the program, may be located outside of the 
country in which the main campus of the 
foreign graduate medical school is located. 

(3)(i) Except as provided in paragraph 
(h)(3)(ii) of this section, for any part of the 
clinical training portion of the educational 
program located in a foreign country other 
than the country in which the main campus 
is located or in the United States, in order 
for students attending the site to be eligible 
to borrow title IV, HEA program funds— 

(A) The site must be located in an 
NCFMEA approved comparable foreign coun-
try; 

(B) The institution’s medical accrediting 
agency must have conducted an on-site eval-
uation and specifically approved the clinical 
training site; and 

(C) Clinical instruction must be offered in 
conjunction with medical educational pro-
grams offered to students enrolled in accred-
ited medical schools located in that ap-
proved foreign country. 

(ii) A clinical training site located in a for-
eign country other than the country in 
which the main campus is located or in the 
United States is not required to meet the re-
quirements of paragraph (h)(3)(i) of this sec-
tion in order for students attending that site 
to be eligible to borrow title IV, HEA pro-
gram funds if— 

(A) The location is included in the accredi-
tation of a medical program accredited by 
the Liaison Committee on Medical Edu-
cation (LCME) or the American Osteopathic 
Association (AOA); or 

(B) No individual student takes more than 
two electives at the location and the com-
bined length of the electives does not exceed 
eight weeks. 

§ 600.56 Additional criteria for deter-
mining whether a foreign veteri-
nary school is eligible to apply to 
participate in the Direct Loan Pro-
gram. 

(a) The Secretary considers a foreign 
veterinary school to be eligible to 
apply to participate in the Direct Loan 
Program if, in addition to satisfying 
the criteria in this part (except the cri-
terion in § 600.54 that the institution be 
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public or private nonprofit), the school 
satisfies all of the following criteria: 

(1) The school provides, and in the 
normal course requires its students to 
complete, a program of clinical and 
classroom veterinary instruction that 
is supervised closely by members of the 
school’s faculty, and that is provided in 
facilities adequately equipped and 
staffed to afford students comprehen-
sive clinical and classroom veterinary 
instruction through a training program 
for foreign veterinary students that 
has been approved by all veterinary li-
censing boards and evaluating bodies 
whose views are considered relevant by 
the Secretary. 

(2) The school has graduated classes 
during each of the two twelve-month 
periods immediately preceding the date 
the Secretary receives the school’s re-
quest for an eligibility determination. 

(3) The school employs for the pro-
gram described in paragraph (a)(1) of 
this section only those faculty mem-
bers whose academic credentials are 
the equivalent of credentials required 
of faculty members teaching the same 
or similar courses at veterinary 
schools in the United States. 

(4) Effective July 1, 2015, the school is 
accredited or provisionally accredited 
by an organization acceptable to the 
Secretary for the purpose of evaluating 
veterinary programs. 

(b)(1) No portion of the foreign vet-
erinary educational program offered to 
U.S. students, other than the clinical 
training portion of the program as pro-
vided for in paragraph (b)(2) of this sec-
tion, may be located outside of the 
country in which the main campus of 
the foreign veterinary school is lo-
cated; 

(2)(i) For a veterinary school that is 
neither public nor private nonprofit, 
the school’s students must complete 
their clinical training at an approved 
veterinary school located in the United 
States; 

(ii) For a veterinary school that is 
public or private nonprofit, the 
school’s students may complete their 
clinical training at an approved veteri-
nary school located— 

(A) In the United States; 
(B) In the home country; or 
(C) Outside of the United States or 

the home country, if— 

(1) The location is included in the ac-
creditation of a veterinary program ac-
credited by the American Veterinary 
Medical Association (AVMA); or 

(2) No individual student takes more 
than two electives at the location and 
the combined length of the elective 
does not exceed eight weeks. 

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1002 and 1092.) 

[75 FR 67197, Nov. 1, 2010] 

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 75 FR 67197, Nov. 
1, 2010, § 600.56 was revised, however, para-
graph (a)(4) is not effective until July 1, 2015. 

§ 600.57 Additional criteria for deter-
mining whether a foreign nursing 
school is eligible to apply to partici-
pate in the Direct Loan Program. 

(a) Effective July 1, 2012 for a foreign 
nursing school that was participating 
in any title IV, HEA program on Au-
gust 13, 2008, and effective July 1, 2011 
for all other foreign nursing schools, 
the Secretary considers the foreign 
nursing school to be eligible to apply 
to participate in the Direct Loan Pro-
gram if, in addition to satisfying the 
criteria in this part (except the cri-
terion in § 600.54 that the institution be 
public or private nonprofit), the nurs-
ing school satisfies all of the following 
criteria: 

(1) The nursing school is an associate 
degree school of nursing, a collegiate 
school of nursing, or a diploma school 
of nursing. 

(2) The nursing school has an agree-
ment with a hospital located in the 
United States or an accredited school 
of nursing located in the United States 
that requires students of the nursing 
school to complete the student’s clin-
ical training at the hospital or accred-
ited school of nursing. 

(3) The nursing school has an agree-
ment with an accredited school of nurs-
ing located in the United States pro-
viding that students graduating from 
the nursing school located outside of 
the United States also receive a degree 
from the accredited school of nursing 
located in the United States. 

(4) The nursing school certifies only 
Federal Stafford Loan program loans 
or Federal PLUS program loans, as 
those terms are defined in § 668.2, for 
students attending the nursing school. 
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