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Subpart A—General Provisions

§39.1 Purpose.

This part sets forth the mechanism
for a State to obtain a grant to estab-
lish, expand, or improve a veterans
cemetery that is or will be owned by
the State or to obtain a grant to oper-
ate or maintain a State veterans ceme-
tery to meet VA’s national shrine
standards of appearance.

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 501, 2408)

§39.2 Definitions.

For the purpose of this part:

(a) Establishment means the process of
site selection, land acquisition, design
and planning, earth moving, land-
scaping, construction, and provision of
initial operating equipment necessary
to convert a tract of land to an oper-
ational veterans cemetery.

(b) Expansion means an increase in
the burial capacity or acreage of an ex-
isting cemetery through the addition
of gravesites and other facilities, such
as committal service shelters, crypts
(preplaced grave liners), and
columbaria, necessary for the func-
tioning of a cemetery.

(c) Improvement means the enhance-
ment of a cemetery through land-
scaping, construction, or renovation of
cemetery infrastructure, such as build-
ing expansion and upgrades to roads
and irrigation systems, that is not di-
rectly related to the development of
new gravesites; nonrecurring mainte-
nance; and the addition of other fea-
tures appropriate to cemeteries.

(d) Establishment, Expansion, and Im-
provement Project means an under-
taking to establish, expand, or improve
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