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§953.11 Proposed findings of fact and
conclusions of law.

Proposed findings of fact and conclu-
sions of law shall be submitted orally
or in writing at the conclusion of the
hearing, or otherwise, as ordered by
the presiding officer.

§953.12 Initial decision.

Unless given orally at the conclusion
of the hearing, the Administrative Law
Judge shall render an initial decision
as expeditiously as practicable after
the conclusion of the hearing and the
receipt of the proposed findings and
conclusions, if any. The initial decision
shall become the decision of the Postal
Service if an appeal is not perfected.
When the Judicial Officer presides at
the hearing, his powers shall include
those of an Administrative Law Judge,
but the Judicial Officer may render ei-
ther an initial or final decision. Excep-
tions may be filed to an initial decision
rendered by the Judicial Officer in ac-
cordance with §953.13.

§953.13 Appeal from initial decision.

Either party may file exceptions in a
brief on appeal to the Judicial Officer
within 5 days after receipt of the ini-
tial decision unless additional time is
granted. A reply brief may be filed
within 5 days after the receipt of the
appeal brief by the opposing party.

§953.14 Final Agency decision.

The Judicial Officer shall render a
final Agency decision. The decision
shall be served upon the parties and
the postal official having custody of
any mail detained pursuant to the de-
termination or ruling.

§953.15 Expedition.

For the purpose of further expedi-
tion, either party may move to have
the hearing held at an earlier date than
that specified in the notice. Either
party may also move to have the ini-
tial decision (if an Administrative Law
Judge or the Judicial Officer is pre-
siding) or the final Agency decision (if
the Judicial Officer is presiding) ren-
dered orally at the conclusion of the
hearing. The presiding officer may
grant or deny any such motion. The
parties may, with the concurrence of
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the Judicial Officer, agree to waive any
of the procedures established in these
rules.

§953.16 Disposition.

Mail matter found to be nonmailable
shall be held at the post office where
detained for a period of 15 days from
the date of the Postal Service decision,
unless that period is extended by the
Judicial Officer. During this holding
period, the appellant may apply for the
withdrawal of the matter. If any such
application is made, the General Coun-
sel or Chief Postal Inspector or his or
her designee shall be given notice and
the opportunity to oppose the applica-
tion. Upon the expiration of the hold-
ing period with no application having
been made, the Judicial Officer shall
order that the matter be disposed of in
accordance with 39 U.S.C. 3001(b). If a
timely application is made, the Judi-
cial Officer shall consider the applica-
tion and any reasons advanced by the
General Counsel or Chief Postal Inspec-
tor or his or her designee for denying
the application. The Judicial Officer
shall thereafter order either that the
matter be returned to the applicant or
that it be disposed of in accordance
with 39 U.S.C. 3001(b).

[69 FR 31538, June 20, 1994, as amended at 71
FR 53972, Sept. 13, 2006]

§953.17 Ex parte communications.

The provisions of 5 U.S.C. 551(14),
556(d), and 557(d) prohibiting ex parte
communications are made applicable
to proceedings under these rules of
practice.
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