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OSDBU itself may take the following 
steps: 

(i) Perform an on-site visit to the of-
fices of the entity. Interview the prin-
cipal officers of the entity and review 
their resumes and/or work histories. 
Perform an on-site visit to local job 
sites if there are such sites on which 
the entity is working at the time of the 
certification investigation. Already ex-
isting site visit reports may be relied 
upon in making the certification; 

(ii) If the entity is a corporation, 
analyze the ownership of stock in the 
entity; 

(iii) Analyze the bonding and finan-
cial capacity of the entity; 

(iv) Determine the work history of 
the entity, including contracts it has 
received and work it has completed; 

(v) Obtain a statement from the enti-
ty of the type of work it prefers to per-
form for EPA recipients under the DBE 
Program and its preferred locations for 
performing the work, if any; and 

(vi) Obtain or compile a list of the 
equipment owned by or available to the 
entity and the licenses the entity and 
its key personnel possess to perform 
the work it seeks to do for EPA recipi-
ents under the DBE Program. 

§ 33.206 Is there a list of certified 
MBEs and WBEs? 

EPA OSDBU will maintain a list of 
certified MBEs and WBEs on EPA 
OSDBU’s Home Page on the Internet. 
Any interested person may also obtain 
a copy of the list from EPA OSDBU. 

§ 33.207 Can an entity reapply to EPA 
for MBE or WBE certification? 

An entity which has been denied 
MBE or WBE certification may reapply 
for certification at any time 12 months 
or more after the date of the most re-
cent determination by EPA OSDBU to 
decline the application. 

§ 33.208 How long does an MBE or 
WBE certification from EPA last? 

Once EPA OSDBU certifies an entity 
to be an MBE or WBE by placing it on 
the EPA OSDBU list of certified MBEs 
and WBEs specified in § 33.206, the enti-
ty will generally remain on the list for 
a period of three years from the date of 
its certification. To remain on the list 
after three years, an entity must sub-

mit a new application and receive a 
new certification. 

§ 33.209 Can EPA re-evaluate the MBE 
or WBE status of an entity after 
EPA certifies it to be an MBE or 
WBE? 

(a) EPA OSDBU may initiate a cer-
tification determination whenever it 
receives credible information calling 
into question an entity’s eligibility as 
an MBE or WBE. Upon its completion 
of a certification determination, EPA 
OSDBU will issue a written determina-
tion regarding the MBE or WBE status 
of the questioned entity. 

(b) If EPA OSDBU finds that the en-
tity does not qualify as an MBE or 
WBE, EPA OSDBU will decertify the 
entity as an MBE or WBE, and imme-
diately remove the entity from the 
EPA OSDBU list of certified MBEs and 
WBEs. 

(c) If EPA OSDBU finds that the enti-
ty continues to qualify as an MBE or 
WBE, the determination remains in ef-
fect for three years from the date of 
the decision under the same conditions 
as if the entity had been granted MBE 
or WBE certification under § 33.205. 

§ 33.210 Does an entity certified as an 
MBE or WBE by EPA need to keep 
EPA informed of any changes 
which may affect the entity’s cer-
tification? 

(a) An entity certified as an MBE or 
WBE by EPA OSDBU must provide 
EPA OSDBU, every year on the anni-
versary of the date of its certification, 
an affidavit sworn to by the entity’s 
owners before a person who is author-
ized by state law to administer oaths 
or an unsworn declaration executed 
under penalty of perjury of the laws of 
the United States. This affidavit must 
affirm that there have been no changes 
in the entity’s circumstances affecting 
its ability to meet disadvantaged sta-
tus, ownership, and/or control require-
ments of this subpart or any material 
changes in the information provided in 
its application form. Failure to comply 
may result in the loss of MBE or WBE 
certification under EPA’s DBE Pro-
gram. 

(b) An entity certified as an MBE or 
WBE by EPA OSDBU must inform EPA 
OSDBU in writing of any change in cir-
cumstance affecting the MBE’s or 
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WBE’s ability to meet disadvantaged 
status, ownership, and/or control re-
quirements of this subpart or any ma-
terial change in the information pro-
vided in its application form. The MBE 
or WBE must attach supporting docu-
mentation describing in detail the na-
ture of such change. The notice from 
the MBE or WBE must take the form of 
an affidavit sworn to by the applicant 
before a person who is authorized by 
State law to administer oaths or of an 
unsworn declaration executed under 
penalty of perjury of the laws of the 
United States. The MBE or WBE must 
provide the written notification within 
30 calendar days of the occurrence of 
the change. 

§ 33.211 What is the process for appeal-
ing or challenging an EPA MBE or 
WBE certification determination? 

(a) An entity which has been denied 
MBE or WBE certification by EPA 
OSDBU under § 33.205 or § 33.209 may ap-
peal that denial. A third party may 
challenge EPA OSDBU’s determination 
to certify an entity as an MBE or WBE 
under § 33.205 or § 33.209. 

(b) Appeals and challenges must be 
sent to the Director of OSDBU at Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency, 1200 
Pennsylvania Avenue, NW., Mail Code 
1230T, Washington, DC 20460. 

(c) The appeal or challenge must be 
sent to the Director of OSDBU (Direc-
tor) within 90 days of the date of EPA 
OSDBU’s MBE or WBE certification de-
termination. The Director may accept 
an appeal or challenge filed later than 
90 days after the date of EPA OSDBU’s 
MBE or WBE certification determina-
tion if the Director determines that 
there was good cause, beyond the con-
trol of the appellant or challenger, for 
the late filing of the appeal or chal-
lenge. 

(d) No specific format is required for 
an appeal or challenge. However, the 
appeal or challenge must include infor-
mation and arguments concerning why 
EPA OSDBU’s MBE or WBE certifi-
cation determination should be re-
versed. For challenges in which a third 
party questions EPA OSDBU’s deter-
mination to certify an entity as an 
MBE or WBE under § 33.205 or § 33.209, 
the third party must also send a copy 
of the challenge to the entity whose 

MBE or WBE certification is being 
questioned. In addition, the Director 
shall request information and argu-
ments from that entity as to why EPA 
OSDBU’s determination to certify the 
entity as an MBE or WBE should be 
upheld. 

(e) The Director makes his/her appeal 
or challenge decision based solely on 
the administrative record and does not 
conduct a hearing. The Director may 
supplement the record by adding rel-
evant information made available by 
any other source, including the EPA 
Office of Inspector General; Federal, 
State, or local law enforcement au-
thorities; an EPA recipient; or a pri-
vate party. 

(f) Consistent with Federal law, the 
Director shall make available, upon 
the request of the appellant, challenger 
or the entity affected by the Director’s 
appeal or challenge decision, any sup-
plementary information the Director 
receives from any source as described 
in paragraph (e) of this section. 

(g) Pending the Director’s appeal or 
challenge decision, EPA OSDBU’s MBE 
or WBE certification determination re-
mains in effect. The Director does not 
stay the effect of its MBE or WBE cer-
tification determination while he/she is 
considering an appeal or challenge. 

(h) The Director shall reverse EPA 
OSDBU’s MBE or WBE certification de-
termination only if there was a clear 
and significant error in the processing 
of the certification or if EPA OSDBU 
failed to consider a significant mate-
rial fact contained within the entity’s 
application for MBE or WBE certifi-
cation. 

(i) All decisions under this section 
are administratively final. 

§ 33.212 What conduct is prohibited by 
this subpart? 

An entity that does not meet the eli-
gibility criteria of this subpart may 
not attempt to participate as an MBE 
or WBE in contracts awarded under 
EPA financial assistance agreements 
or be counted as such by an EPA re-
cipient. An entity that submits false, 
fraudulent, or deceitful statements or 
representations, or indicates a serious 
lack of business integrity or honesty, 
may be subject to sanctions under 
§ 33.105. 
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