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(ii) Your permitted source must not 
cause or contribute to a NAAQS viola-
tion or in an attainment area, must 
not cause or contribute to a PSD incre-
ment violation. 

(iii) It is not a defense for you, as the 
permittee, in an enforcement action 
that it would have been necessary to 
halt or reduce the permitted activity 
in order to maintain compliance with 
the conditions of this permit. 

(iv) The permit may be revised, re-
opened, revoked and reissued or termi-
nated for cause. The filing of a request 
by you, as the permittee, for a permit 
revision, revocation and re-issuance or 
termination or of a notification of 
planned changes or anticipated non-
compliance does not stay any permit 
condition. 

(v) The permit does not convey any 
property rights of any sort or any ex-
clusive privilege. 

(vi) You, as the permittee, shall fur-
nish to the reviewing authority, within 
a reasonable time, any information 
that the reviewing authority may re-
quest in writing to determine whether 
cause exists for revising, revoking and 
reissuing or terminating the permit or 
to determine compliance with the per-
mit. For any such information claimed 
to be confidential, you must also sub-
mit a claim of confidentiality in ac-
cordance with part 2, subpart B of this 
chapter. 

(vii) Upon presentation of proper cre-
dentials, you, as the permittee, must 
allow a representative of the reviewing 
authority to: 

(A) Enter upon your premises where 
a source is located or emissions-related 
activity is conducted or where records 
are required to be kept under the con-
ditions of the permit; 

(B) Have access to and copy, at rea-
sonable times, any records that are re-
quired to be kept under the conditions 
of the permit; 

(C) Inspect, during normal business 
hours or while the source is in oper-
ation, any facilities, equipment (in-
cluding monitoring and air pollution 
control equipment), practices or oper-
ations regulated or required under the 
permit; 

(D) Sample or monitor, at reasonable 
times, substances or parameters for the 
purpose of assuring compliance with 

the permit or other applicable require-
ments and 

(E) Record any inspection by use of 
written, electronic, magnetic and pho-
tographic media. 

(b) Can my permit become invalid? Your 
permit becomes invalid if you do not 
commence construction within 18 
months after the effective date of your 
permit, if you discontinue construction 
for a period of 18 months or more or if 
you do not complete construction with-
in a reasonable time. The reviewing au-
thority may extend the 18-month pe-
riod upon a satisfactory showing that 
an extension is justified. This provision 
does not apply to the time period be-
tween construction of the approved 
phases of a phased construction 
project; you must commence construc-
tion of each such phase within 18 
months of the projected and approved 
commencement date. 

§ 49.156 General permits. 
This section applies to general per-

mits for the purposes of complying 
with the preconstruction permitting 
requirements for sources of regulated 
NSR pollutants under this program. 

(a) What is a general permit? A general 
permit is a preconstruction permit 
issued by a reviewing authority that 
may be applied to a number of similar 
emissions units or sources. The purpose 
of a general permit is to simplify the 
permit issuance process for similar fa-
cilities so that a reviewing authority’s 
limited resources need not be expended 
for case-by-case permit development 
for such facilities. A general permit 
may be written to address a single 
emissions unit, a group of the same 
type of emissions units or an entire 
minor source. 

(b) How will the reviewing authority 
issue general permits? The reviewing au-
thority will issue general permits as 
follows: 

(1) A general permit may be issued 
for a category of emissions units or 
sources that are similar in nature, 
have substantially similar emissions 
and would be subject to the same or 
substantially similar requirements 
governing operations, emissions, moni-
toring, reporting and recordkeeping. 
‘‘Similar in nature’’ refers to size, 
processes and operating conditions. 
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(2) A general permit must be issued 
according to the applicable require-
ments in §§ 49.154(c), 49.154(d) and 49.155, 
the public participation requirements 
in § 49.157 and the requirements for 
final permit issuance and administra-
tive and judicial review in § 49.159. 

(3) Issuance of a general permit is 
considered final agency action with re-
spect to all aspects of the general per-
mit except its applicability to an indi-
vidual source. The sole issue that may 
be appealed after an individual source 
is approved to construct under a gen-
eral permit (see paragraph (e) of this 
section) is the applicability of the gen-
eral permit to that particular source. 

(c) For what categories will general per-
mits be issued? 

(1) The reviewing authority will de-
termine which categories of individual 
emissions units, groups of similar 
emissions units or sources are appro-
priate for general permits in its area. 

(2) General permits will be issued at 
the discretion of the reviewing author-
ity. 

(d) What should the general permit con-
tain? The general permit must contain 
the permit elements listed in § 49.155(a). 
In addition, the general permit must 
contain the information listed in para-
graphs (d)(1) and (2) of this section. The 
reviewing authority may specify addi-
tional general permit terms and condi-
tions. 

(1) Identification of the specific cat-
egory of emissions units or sources to 
which the general permit applies, in-
cluding any criteria that your emis-
sions units or source must meet to be 
eligible for coverage under the general 
permit. 

(2) Information required to request 
coverage under a general permit in-
cluding, but not limited to, the fol-
lowing: 

(i) The name and mailing address of 
the reviewing authority to whom you 
must submit your application. 

(ii) The procedure to obtain any 
standard application forms that the re-
viewing authority may have developed. 

(iii) The information that you must 
provide to the reviewing authority in 
your application to demonstrate that 
you are eligible for coverage under the 
general permit. 

(iv) Other application requirements 
deemed necessary by the reviewing au-
thority. 

(e) What are the procedures for obtain-
ing coverage for a source under a general 
permit? 

(1) If your source qualifies for a gen-
eral permit, you may request coverage 
under that general permit to the re-
viewing authority 4 months after the 
effective date of the general permit, 
that is, 6 months after publication of 
the general permit in the FEDERAL 
REGISTER. 

(2) At the time you submit your re-
quest for coverage under a general per-
mit, you must submit a copy of such 
request to the Tribe in the area where 
the source is locating. 

(3) The reviewing authority must act 
on your request for coverage under the 
general permit as expeditiously as pos-
sible, but it must notify you of the 
final decision within 90 days of its re-
ceipt of your coverage request. 

(4) Your reviewing authority must 
comply with a 45-day completeness re-
view period to determine if your re-
quest for coverage under a general per-
mit is complete. Therefore, within 30 
days after the receipt of your coverage 
request, your reviewing authority must 
make an initial request for any addi-
tional information necessary to process 
your coverage request and you must 
submit such information within 15 
days. If you do not submit the re-
quested information within 15 days 
from the request for additional infor-
mation and this results in a delay that 
is beyond the 45-day completeness re-
view period, the 90-day permit issuance 
period for your general permit will be 
extended by the additional days you 
take to submit the requested informa-
tion beyond the 45-day period. If the re-
viewing authority fails to notify you 
within a 30-day period of any addi-
tional information necessary to process 
your coverage request, you will still 
have 15 days to submit such informa-
tion and the reviewing authority must 
still grant or deny your request for 
coverage under a general permit within 
the 90-day general permit issuance pe-
riod and without any time extension. 

(5) If the reviewing authority deter-
mines that your request for coverage 
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under a general permit has all the rel-
evant information and is complete, it 
will notify you in writing as soon as 
that determination is made. If you do 
not receive from the reviewing author-
ity a request for additional informa-
tion or a notice that your request for 
coverage under a general permit is 
complete within the 45-day complete-
ness review period described in para-
graph (4) of this section, your request 
will be deemed complete. 

(6) The reviewing authority will send 
you a letter notifying you of the ap-
proval or denial of your request for 
coverage under a general permit. This 
letter is a final action for purposes of 
judicial review (see 40 CFR 49.159) only 
for the issue of whether your source 
qualifies for coverage under the gen-
eral permit. If your request for cov-
erage under a general permit is ap-
proved, you must post, prominently, a 
copy of the letter granting such re-
quest at the site where your source is 
locating. 

(7) If the reviewing authority has 
sent a letter to you approving your re-
quest for coverage under a general per-
mit, you must comply with all condi-
tions and terms of the general permit. 
You will be subject to enforcement ac-
tion for failure to obtain a 
preconstruction permit if you con-
struct the emissions unit(s) or source 
with general permit approval and your 
source is later determined not to qual-
ify for the conditions and terms of the 
general permit. 

(8) Your permit becomes invalid if 
you do not commence construction 
within 18 months after the effective 
date of your request for coverage under 
a general permit, if you discontinue 
construction for a period of 18 months 
or more or if you do not complete con-
struction within a reasonable time. 
The reviewing authority may extend 
the 18-month period upon a satisfac-
tory showing that an extension is justi-
fied. This provision does not apply to 
the time period between construction 
of the approved phases of a phased con-
struction project; you must commence 
construction of each such phase within 
18 months of the projected and ap-
proved commencement date. 

(9) Any source eligible to request cov-
erage under a general permit may re-

quest to be excluded from the general 
permit by applying for a permit under 
§ 49.154. 

§ 49.157 Public participation require-
ments. 

This section applies to the issuance 
of minor source permits and synthetic 
minor source permits, the initial 
issuance of general permits and cov-
erage of a particular source under a 
general permit. 

(a) What permit information will be 
publicly available? With the exception of 
any confidential information as defined 
in part 2, subpart B of this chapter, the 
reviewing authority must make avail-
able for public inspection the docu-
ments listed in paragraphs (a)(1) 
through (6) of this section. The review-
ing authority must make such infor-
mation available for public inspection 
at the appropriate EPA Regional Office 
and in at least one location in the area 
affected by the source, such as the 
Tribal environmental office or a local 
library. 

(1) All information submitted as part 
of your application for a permit. 

(2) Any additional information re-
quested by the reviewing authority. 

(3) The reviewing authority’s anal-
ysis of the application and any addi-
tional information you submitted, in-
cluding (for preconstruction permits 
and the initial issuance of general per-
mits) the control technology review. 

(4) For minor source permits and the 
initial issuance of general permits, the 
reviewing authority’s analysis of the 
effect of the construction of the minor 
source or modification on ambient air 
quality. 

(5) For coverage of a particular 
source under a general permit, the re-
viewing authority’s analysis of wheth-
er your particular emissions unit or 
source is within the category of emis-
sions units or sources to which the gen-
eral permit applies, including whether 
your emissions unit or source meets 
any criteria to be eligible for coverage 
under the general permit. 

(6) A copy of the draft permit or the 
decision to deny the permit with the 
justification for denial. 

(b) How will the public be notified and 
participate? 
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