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Environmental Protection Agency § 122.61 

§ 122.50 Disposal of pollutants into 
wells, into publicly owned treat-
ment works or by land application 
(applicable to State NPDES pro-
grams, see § 123.25). 

(a) When part of a discharger’s proc-
ess wastewater is not being discharged 
into waters of the United States or 
contiguous zone because it is disposed 
into a well, into a POTW, or by land 
application thereby reducing the flow 
or level of pollutants being discharged 
into waters of the United States, appli-
cable effluent standards and limita-
tions for the discharge in an NPDES 
permit shall be adjusted to reflect the 
reduced raw waste resulting from such 
disposal. Effluent limitations and 
standards in the permit shall be cal-
culated by one of the following meth-
ods: 

(1) If none of the waste from a par-
ticular process is discharged into 
waters of the United States, and efflu-
ent limitations guidelines provide sep-
arate allocation for wastes from that 
process, all allocations for the process 
shall be eliminated from calculation of 
permit effluent limitations or stand-
ards. 

(2) In all cases other than those de-
scribed in paragraph (a)(1) of this sec-
tion, effluent limitations shall be ad-
justed by multiplying the effluent limi-
tation derived by applying effluent 
limitation guidelines to the total waste 
stream by the amount of wastewater 
flow to be treated and discharged into 
waters of the United States, and divid-
ing the result by the total wastewater 
flow. Effluent limitations and stand-
ards so calculated may be further ad-
justed under part 125, subpart D to 
make them more or less stringent if 
discharges to wells, publicly owned 
treatment works, or by land applica-
tion change the character or treat-
ability of the pollutants being dis-
charged to receiving waters. This 
method may be algebraically expressed 
as: 

P
E N

T
= ×

where P is the permit effluent limitation, E 
is the limitation derived by applying effluent 
guidelines to the total wastestream, N is the 
wastewater flow to be treated and discharged 

to waters of the United States, and T is the 
total wastewater flow. 

(b) Paragraph (a) of this section does 
not apply to the extent that promul-
gated effluent limitations guidelines: 

(1) Control concentrations of pollut-
ants discharged but not mass; or 

(2) Specify a different specific tech-
nique for adjusting effluent limitations 
to account for well injection, land ap-
plication, or disposal into POTWs. 

(c) Paragraph (a) of this section does 
not alter a discharger’s obligation to 
meet any more stringent requirements 
established under §§ 122.41, 122.42, 122.43, 
and 122.44. 

[48 FR 14153, Apr. 1, 1983, as amended at 49 
FR 38050, Sept. 26, 1984] 

Subpart D—Transfer, Modification, 
Revocation and Reissuance, 
and Termination of Permits 

§ 122.61 Transfer of permits (applica-
ble to State programs, see § 123.25). 

(a) Transfers by modification. Except 
as provided in paragraph (b) of this sec-
tion, a permit may be transferred by 
the permittee to a new owner or oper-
ator only if the permit has been modi-
fied or revoked and reissued (under 
§ 122.62(b)(2)), or a minor modification 
made (under § 122.63(d)), to identify the 
new permittee and incorporate such 
other requirements as may be nec-
essary under CWA. 

(b) Automatic transfers. As an alter-
native to transfers under paragraph (a) 
of this section, any NPDES permit may 
be automatically transferred to a new 
permittee if: 

(1) The current permittee notifies the 
Director at least 30 days in advance of 
the proposed transfer date in paragraph 
(b)(2) of this section; 

(2) The notice includes a written 
agreement between the existing and 
new permittees containing a specific 
date for transfer of permit responsi-
bility, coverage, and liability between 
them; and 

(3) The Director does not notify the 
existing permittee and the proposed 
new permittee of his or her intent to 
modify or revoke and reissue the per-
mit. A modification under this sub-
paragraph may also be a minor modi-
fication under § 122.63. If this notice is 
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not received, the transfer is effective 
on the date specified in the agreement 
mentioned in paragraph (b)(2) of this 
section. 

§ 122.62 Modification or revocation 
and reissuance of permits (applica-
ble to State programs, see § 123.25). 

When the Director receives any infor-
mation (for example, inspects the facil-
ity, receives information submitted by 
the permittee as required in the permit 
(see § 122.41), receives a request for 
modification or revocation and 
reissuance under § 124.5, or conducts a 
review of the permit file) he or she may 
determine whether or not one or more 
of the causes listed in paragraphs (a) 
and (b) of this section for modification 
or revocation and reissuance or both 
exist. If cause exists, the Director may 
modify or revoke and reissue the per-
mit accordingly, subject to the limita-
tions of § 124.5(c), and may request an 
updated application if necessary. When 
a permit is modified, only the condi-
tions subject to modification are re-
opened. If a permit is revoked and re-
issued, the entire permit is reopened 
and subject to revision and the permit 
is reissued for a new term. See 
§ 124.5(c)(2). If cause does not exist 
under this section or § 122.63, the Direc-
tor shall not modify or revoke and re-
issue the permit. If a permit modifica-
tion satisfies the criteria in § 122.63 for 
‘‘minor modifications’’ the permit may 
be modified without a draft permit or 
public review. Otherwise, a draft per-
mit must be prepared and other proce-
dures in part 124 (or procedures of an 
approved State program) followed. 

(a) Causes for modification. The fol-
lowing are causes for modification but 
not revocation and reissuance of per-
mits except when the permittee re-
quests or agrees. 

(1) Alterations. There are material and 
substantial alterations or additions to 
the permitted facility or activity (in-
cluding a change or changes in the per-
mittee’s sludge use or disposal prac-
tice) which occurred after permit 
issuance which justify the application 
of permit conditions that are different 
or absent in the existing permit. 

NOTE: Certain reconstruction activities 
may cause the new source provisions of 
§ 122.29 to be applicable. 

(2) Information. The Director has re-
ceived new information. Permits may 
be modified during their terms for this 
cause only if the information was not 
available at the time of permit 
issuance (other than revised regula-
tions, guidance, or test methods) and 
would have justified the application of 
different permit conditions at the time 
of issuance. For NPDES general per-
mits (§ 122.28) this cause includes any 
information indicating that cumu-
lative effects on the environment are 
unacceptable. For new source or new 
discharger NPDES permits §§ 122.21, 
122.29), this cause shall include any sig-
nificant information derived from ef-
fluent testing required under 
§ 122.21(k)(5)(vi) or § 122.21(h)(4)(iii) after 
issuance of the permit. 

(3) New regulations. The standards or 
regulations on which the permit was 
based have been changed by promulga-
tion of amended standards or regula-
tions or by judicial decision after the 
permit was issued. Permits may be 
modified during their terms for this 
cause only as follows: 

(i) For promulgation of amended 
standards or regulations, when: 

(A) The permit condition requested 
to be modified was based on a promul-
gated effluent limitation guideline, 
EPA approved or promulgated water 
quality standards, or the Secondary 
Treatment Regulations under part 133; 
and 

(B) EPA has revised, withdrawn, or 
modified that portion of the regulation 
or effluent limitation guideline on 
which the permit condition was based, 
or has approved a State action with re-
gard to a water quality standard on 
which the permit condition was based; 
and 

(C) A permittee requests modifica-
tion in accordance with § 124.5 within 
ninety (90) days after FEDERAL REG-
ISTER notice of the action on which the 
request is based. 

(ii) For judicial decisions, a court of 
competent jurisdiction has remanded 
and stayed EPA promulgated regula-
tions or effluent limitation guidelines, 
if the remand and stay concern that 
portion of the regulations or guidelines 
on which the permit condition was 
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