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(11) Schematic or other appropriate 
drawings of the surface and subsurface 
construction details of the well; 

(12) Plans (including maps) for meet-
ing the monitoring requirements of 
§ 146.33(b); 

(13) Expected changes in pressure, na-
tive fluid displacement, direction of 
movement of injection fluid; 

(14) Contingency plans to cope with 
all shut-ins or well failures so as to 
prevent the migration of contami-
nating fluids into underground sources 
of drinking water; 

(15) A certificate that the applicant 
has assured, through a performance 
bond, or other appropriate means, the 
resources necessary to close, plug, or 
abandon the well as required by 40 CFR 
144.52(a)(7) and 

(16) The corrective action proposed to 
be taken under 40 CFR 144.55. 

(b) Prior to granting approval for the 
operation of a Class III well the Direc-
tor shall consider the following infor-
mation: 

(1) All available logging and testing 
data on the well; 

(2) A satisfactory demonstration of 
mechanical integrity for all new wells 
and for all existing salt solution wells 
pursuant to § 146.08; 

(3) The anticipated maximum pres-
sure and flow rate at which the per-
mittee will operate; 

(4) The results of the formation test-
ing program; 

(5) The actual injection procedures; 
and 

(6) The status of corrective action on 
defective wells in the area of review. 

(c) Prior to granting approval for the 
plugging and abandonment of a Class 
III well the Director shall consider the 
following information: 

(1) The type and number of plugs to 
be used; 

(2) The placement of each plug in-
cluding the elevation of the top and 
bottom; 

(3) The type, grade, and quantity of 
cement to be used; 

(4) The method of placement of the 
plugs; and 

(5) The procedure to be used to meet 
the requirements of § 146.10(c). 

(Clean Water Act, Safe Drinking Water Act, 
Clean Air Act, Resource Conservation and 
Recovery Act: 42 U.S.C. 6905, 6912, 6925, 6927, 
6974) 

[45 FR 42500, June 24, 1980, as amended at 46 
FR 43163, Aug. 27, 1981; 47 FR 5001, Feb. 3, 
1982; 48 FR 14293, Apr. 1, 1983] 

Subpart E—Criteria and Standards 
Applicable to Class IV Injec-
tion Wells [Reserved] 

Subpart F—Criteria and Standards 
Applicable to Class V Injec-
tion Wells 

§ 146.51 Applicability. 
This subpart sets forth criteria and 

standards for underground injection 
control programs to regulate all injec-
tion not regulated in subparts B, C, D, 
and E. 

(a) Generally, wells covered by this 
subpart inject non-hazardous fluids 
into or above formations that contain 
underground sources of drinking water. 
It includes all wells listed in § 146.5(e) 
but is not limited to those types of in-
jection wells. 

(b) It also includes wells not covered 
in Class IV that inject radioactive ma-
terial listed in 10 CFR part 20, appendix 
B, table II, column 2. 

[45 FR 42500, June 24, 1980, as amended at 47 
FR 5001, Feb. 3, 1982] 

Subpart G—Criteria and Standards 
Applicable to Class I Haz-
ardous Waste Injection Wells 

SOURCE: 53 FR 28148, July 26, 1988, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 146.61 Applicability 
(a) This subpart establishes criteria 

and standards for underground injec-
tion control programs to regulate Class 
I hazardous waste injection wells. Un-
less otherwise noted this subpart sup-
plements the requirements of subpart 
A and applies instead of subpart B to 
Class I hazardous waste injection wells. 

(b) Definitions. 
Cone of influence means that area 

around the well within which increased 
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injection zone pressures caused by in-
jection into the hazardous waste injec-
tion well would be sufficient to drive 
fluids into an underground source of 
drinking water (USDW). 

Existing well means a Class I well 
which was authorized prior to August 
25, 1988, by an approved State program, 
or an EPA-administered program or a 
well which has become a Class I well as 
a result of a change in the definition of 
the injected waste which would render 
the waste hazardous under § 261.3 of 
this part. 

Injection interval means that part of 
the injection zone in which the well is 
screened, or in which the waste is oth-
erwise directly emplaced. 

New well means any Class I hazardous 
waste injection well which is not an ex-
isting well. 

Transmissive fault or fracture is a fault 
or fracture that has sufficient perme-
ability and vertical extent to allow 
fluids to move between formations. 

§ 146.62 Minimum criteria for siting. 
(a) All Class I hazardous waste injec-

tion wells shall be sited such that they 
inject into a formation that is beneath 
the lowermost formation containing 
within one quarter mile of the well 
bore an underground source of drinking 
water. 

(b) The siting of Class I hazardous 
waste injection wells shall be limited 
to areas that are geologically suitable. 
The Director shall determine geologic 
suitability based upon: 

(1) An analysis of the structural and 
stratigraphic geology, the 
hydrogeology, and the seismicity of the 
region; 

(2) An analysis of the local geology 
and hydrogeology of the well site, in-
cluding, at a minimum, detailed infor-
mation regarding stratigraphy, struc-
ture and rock properties, aquifer 
hydrodynamics and mineral resources; 
and 

(3) A determination that the geology 
of the area can be described con-
fidently and that limits of waste fate 
and transport can be accurately pre-
dicted through the use of models. 

(c) Class I hazardous waste injection 
wells shall be sited such that: 

(1) The injection zone has sufficient 
permeability, porosity, thickness and 

areal extent to prevent migration of 
fluids into USDWs. 

(2) The confining zone: 
(i) Is laterally continuous and free of 

transecting, transmissive faults or 
fractures over an area sufficient to 
prevenet the movement of fluids into a 
USDW; and 

(ii) Contains at least one formation 
of sufficient thickness and with litho-
logic and stress characteristics capable 
of preventing vertical propagation of 
fractures. 

(d) The owner or operator shall dem-
onstrate to the satisfaction of the Di-
rector that: 

(1) The confining zone is separated 
from the base of the lowermost USDW 
by at least one sequence of permeable 
and less permeable strata that will pro-
vide an added layer of protection for 
the USDW in the event of fluid move-
ment in an unlocated borehole or 
transmissive fault; or 

(2) Within the area of review, the 
piezometric surface of the fluid in the 
injection zone is less than the 
piezometric surface of the lowermost 
USDW, considering density effects, in-
jection pressures and any significant 
pumping in the overlying USDW; or 

(3) There is no USDW present. 
(4) The Director may approve a site 

which does not meet the requirements 
in paragraphs (d) (1), (2), or (3) of this 
section if the owner or operator can 
demonstrate to the Director that be-
cause of the geology, nature of the 
waste, or other considerations, aban-
doned boreholes or other conduits 
would not cause endangerment of 
USDWs. 

§ 146.63 Area of review. 
For the purposes of Class I hazardous 

waste wells, this section shall apply to 
the exclusion of § 146.6. The area of re-
view for Class I hazardous waste injec-
tion wells shall be a 2-mile radius 
around the well bore. The Director may 
specify a larger area of review based on 
the calculated cone of influence of the 
well. 

§ 146.64 Corrective action for wells in 
the area of review. 

For the purposes of Class I hazardous 
waste wells, this section shall apply to 
the exclusion of §§ 144.55 and 146.07. 
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(a) The owner or operator of a Class 
I hazardous waste well shall as part of 
the permit application submit a plan to 
the Director outlining the protocol 
used to: 

(1) Identify all wells penetrating the 
confining zone or injection zone within 
the area of review; and 

(2) Determine whether wells are ade-
quately completed or plugged. 

(b) The owner or operator of a Class 
I hazardous waste well shall identify 
the location of all wells within the area 
of review that penetrate the injection 
zone or the confining zone and shall 
submit as required in § 146.70(a): 

(1) A tabulation of all wells within 
the area of review that penetrate the 
injection zone or the confining zone; 
and 

(2) A description of each well or type 
of well and any records of its plugging 
or completion. 

(c) For wells that the Director deter-
mines are improperly plugged, com-
pleted, or abandoned, or for which 
plugging or completion information is 
unavailable, the applicant shall also 
submit a plan consisting of such steps 
or modification as are necessary to pre-
vent movement of fluids into or be-
tween USDWs. Where the plan is ade-
quate, the Director shall incorporate it 
into the permit as a condition. Where 
the Director’s review of an application 
indicates that the permittee’s plan is 
inadequate (based at a minimum on the 
factors in paragraph (e) of this sec-
tion), the Director shall: 

(1) Require the applicant to revise 
the plan; 

(2) Prescribe a plan for corrective ac-
tion as a condition of the permit; or 

(3) Deny the application. 
(d) Requirements: 
(1) Existing injection wells. Any per-

mit issued for an existing Class I haz-
ardous waste injection well requiring 
corrective action other than pressure 
limitations shall include a compliance 
schedule requiring any corrective ac-
tion accepted or prescribed under para-
graph (c) of this section. Any such 
compliance schedule shall provide for 
compliance no later than 2 years fol-
lowing issuance of the permit and shall 
require observance of appropriate pres-
sure limitations under paragraph (d)(3) 

until all other corrective action meas-
ures have been implemented. 

(2) New injection wells. No owner or 
operator of a new Class I hazardous 
waste injection well may begin injec-
tion until all corrective actions re-
quired under this section have been 
taken. 

(3) The Director may require pressure 
limitations in lieu of plugging. If pres-
sure limitations are used in lieu of 
plugging, the Director shall require as 
a permit condition that injection pres-
sure be so limited that pressure in the 
injection zone at the site of any im-
properly completed or abandoned well 
within the area of review would not be 
sufficient to drive fluids into or be-
tween USDWs. This pressure limitation 
shall satisfy the corrective action re-
quirement. Alternatively, such injec-
tion pressure limitation may be made 
part of a compliance schedule and may 
be required to be maintained until all 
other required corrective actions have 
been implemented. 

(e) In determining the adequacy of 
corrective action proposed by the ap-
plicant under paragraph (c) of this sec-
tion and in determining the additional 
steps needed to prevent fluid move-
ment into and between USDWs, the fol-
lowing criteria and factors shall be 
considered by the Director: 

(1) Nature and volume of injected 
fluid; 

(2) Nature of native fluids or byprod-
ucts of injection; 

(3) Geology; 
(4) Hydrology; 
(5) History of the injection operation; 
(6) Completion and plugging records; 
(7) Closure procedures in effect at the 

time the well was closed; 
(8) Hydraulic connections with 

USDWs; 
(9) Reliability of the procedures used 

to identify abandoned wells; and 
(10) Any other factors which might 

affect the movement of fluids into or 
between USDWs. 

§ 146.65 Construction requirements. 
(a) General. All existing and new 

Class I hazardous waste injection wells 
shall be constructed and completed to: 

(1) Prevent the movement of fluids 
into or between USDWs or into any un-
authorized zones; 
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(2) Permit the use of appropriate 
testing devices and workover tools; and 

(3) Permit continuous monitoring of 
injection tubing and long string casing 
as required pursuant to § 146.67(f). 

(b) Compatibility. All well materials 
must be compatible with fluids with 
which the materials may be expected 
to come into contact. A well shall be 
deemed to have compatibility as long 
as the materials used in the construc-
tion of the well meet or exceed stand-
ards developed for such materials by 
the American Petroleum Institute, The 
American Society for Testing Mate-
rials, or comparable standards accept-
able to the Director. 

(c) Casing and Cementing of New Wells. 
(1) Casing and cement used in the con-
struction of each newly drilled well 
shall be designed for the life expect-
ancy of the well, including the post- 
closure care period. The casing and ce-
menting program shall be designed to 
prevent the movement of fluids into or 
between USDWs, and to prevent poten-
tial leaks of fluids from the well. In de-
termining and specifying casing and 
cementing requirements, the Director 
shall consider the following informa-
tion as required by § 146.70: 

(i) Depth to the injection zone; 
(ii) Injection pressure, external pres-

sure, internal pressure and axial load-
ing; 

(iii) Hole size; 
(iv) Size and grade of all casing 

strings (well thickness, diameter, 
nominal weight, length, joint specifica-
tion and construction material); 

(v) Corrosiveness of injected fluid, 
formation fluids and temperature; 

(vi) Lithology of injection and con-
fining zones; 

(vii) Type or grade of cement; and 
(viii) Quantity and chemical com-

position of the injected fluid. 
(2) One surface casing string shall, at 

a minimum, extend into the confining 
bed below the lowest formation that 
contains a USDW and be cemented by 
circulating cement from the base of 
the casing to the surface, using a min-
imum of 120% of the calculated annual 
volume. The Director may require 
more than 120% when the geology or 
other circumstances warrant it. 

(3) At least one long string casing, 
using a sufficient number of 

centralizers, shall extend to the injec-
tion zone and shall be cemented by cir-
culating cement to the surface in one 
or more stages: 

(i) Of sufficient quantity and quality 
to withstand the maximum operating 
pressure; and 

(ii) In a quantity no less than 120% of 
the calculated volume necessary to fill 
the annular space. The Director may 
require more than 120% when the geol-
ogy or other circumstances warrant it. 

(4) Circulation of cement may be ac-
complished by staging. The Director 
may approve an alternative method of 
cementing in cases where the cement 
cannot be recirculated to the surface, 
provided the owner or operator can 
demonstrate by using logs that the ce-
ment is continuous and does not allow 
fluid movement behind the well bore. 

(5) Casings, including any casing con-
nections, must be rated to have suffi-
cient structural strength to withstand, 
for the design life of the well: 

(i) The maximum burst and collapse 
pressures which may be experienced 
during the construction, operation and 
closure of the well; and 

(ii) The maximum tensile stress 
which may be experienced at any point 
along the length of the casing during 
the construction, operation, and clo-
sure of the well. 

(6) At a minimum, cement and ce-
ment additivies must be of sufficient 
quality and quantity to maintain in-
tegrity over the design life of the well. 

(d) Tubing and packer. (1) All Class I 
hazardous waste injection wells shall 
inject fluids through tubing with a 
packer set at a point specified by the 
Director. 

(2) In determining and specifying re-
quirements for tubing and packer, the 
following factors shall be considered: 

(i) Depth of setting; 
(ii) Characteristics of injection fluid 

(chemical content, corrosiveness, tem-
perature and density); 

(iii) Injection pressure; 
(iv) Annular pressure; 
(v) Rate (intermittent or contin-

uous), temperature and volume of in-
jected fluid; 

(vi) Size of casing; and 
(vii) Tubing tensile, burst, and col-

lapse strengths. 
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(3) The Director may approve the use 
of a fluid seal if he determines that the 
following conditions are met: 

(i) The operator demonstrates that 
the seal will provide a level of protec-
tion comparable to a packer; 

(ii) The operator demonstrates that 
the staff is, and will remain, ade-
quately trained to operate and main-
tain the well and to identify and inter-
pret variations in parameters of con-
cern; 

(iii) The permit contains specific lim-
itations on variations in annular pres-
sure and loss of annular fluid; 

(iv) The design and construction of 
the well allows continuous monitoring 
of the annular pressure and mass bal-
ance of annular fluid; and 

(v) A secondary system is used to 
monitor the interface between the an-
nulus fluid and the injection fluid and 
the permit contains requirements for 
testing the system every three months 
and recording the results. 

§ 146.66 Logging, sampling, and testing 
prior to new well operation. 

(a) During the drilling and construc-
tion of a new Class I hazardous waste 
injection well, appropriate logs and 
tests shall be run to determine or 
verify the depth, thickness, porosity, 
permeability, and rock type of, and the 
salinity of any entrained fluids in, all 
relevant geologic units to assure con-
formance with performance standards 
in § 146.65, and to establish accurate 
baseline data against which future 
measurements may be compared. A de-
scriptive report interpreting results of 
such logs and tests shall be prepared by 
a knowledgeable log analyst and sub-
mitted to the Director. At a minimum, 
such logs and tests shall include: 

(1) Deviation checks during drilling 
on all holes constructed by drilling a 
pilot hole which are enlarged by ream-
ing or another method. Such checks 
shall be at sufficiently frequent inter-
vals to determine the location of the 
borehole and to assure that vertical 
avenues for fluid movement in the 
form of diverging holes are not created 
during drilling; and 

(2) Such other logs and tests as may 
be needed after taking into account the 
availability of similar data in the area 
of the drilling site, the construction 

plan, and the need for additional infor-
mation that may arise from time to 
time as the construction of the well 
progresses. At a minimum, the fol-
lowing logs shall be required in the fol-
lowing situations: 

(i) Upon installation of the surface 
casing: 

(A) Resistivity, spontaneous poten-
tial, and caliper logs before the casing 
is installed; and 

(B) A cement bond and variable den-
sity log, and a temperature log after 
the casing is set and cemented. 

(ii) Upon installation of the long 
string casing: 

(A) Resistivity, spontaneous poten-
tial, porosity, caliper, gamma ray, and 
fracture finder logs before the casing is 
installed; and 

(B) A cement bond and variable den-
sity log, and a temperature log after 
the casing is set and cemented. 

(iii) The Director may allow the use 
of an alternative to the above logs 
when an alternative will provide equiv-
alent or better information; and 

(3) A mechanical integrity test con-
sisting of: 

(i) A pressure test with liquid or gas; 
(ii) A radioactive tracer survey; 
(iii) A temperature or noise log; 
(iv) A casing inspection log, if re-

quired by the Director; and 
(v) Any other test required by the Di-

rector. 
(b) Whole cores or sidewall cores of 

the confining and injection zones and 
formation fluid samples from the injec-
tion zone shall be taken. The Director 
may accept cores from nearby wells if 
the owner or operator can demonstrate 
that core retrieval is not possible and 
that such cores are representative of 
conditions at the well. The Director 
may require the owner or operator to 
core other formations in the borehole. 

(c) The fluid temperature, pH, con-
ductivity, pressure and the static fluid 
level of the injection zone must be re-
corded. 

(d) At a minimum, the following in-
formation concerning the injection and 
confining zones shall be determined or 
calculated for Class I hazardous waste 
injection wells: 

(1) Fracture pressure; 
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(2) Other physical and chemical char-
acteristics of the injection and con-
fining zones; and 

(3) Physical and chemical character-
istics of the formation fluids in the in-
jection zone. 

(e) Upon completion, but prior to op-
eration, the owner or operator shall 
conduct the following tests to verify 
hydrogeologic characteristics of the in-
jection zone: 

(1) A pump test; or 
(2) Injectivity tests. 
(f) The Director shall have the oppor-

tunity to witness all logging and test-
ing by this subpart. The owner or oper-
ator shall submit a schedule of such ac-
tivities to the Director 30 days prior to 
conducting the first test. 

§ 146.67 Operating requirements. 

(a) Except during stimulation, the 
owner or operator shall assure that in-
jection pressure at the wellhead does 
not exceed a maximum which shall be 
calculated so as to assure that the 
pressure in the injection zone during 
injection does not initiate new frac-
tures or propagate existing fractures in 
the injection zone. The owner or oper-
ator shall assure that the injection 
pressure does not initiate fractures or 
propagate existing fractures in the con-
fining zone, nor cause the movement of 
injection or formation fluids into a 
USDW. 

(b) Injection between the outermost 
casing protecting USDWs and the well 
bore is prohibited. 

(c) The owner or operator shall main-
tain an annulus pressure that exceeds 
the operating injection pressure, unless 
the Director determines that such a re-
quirement might harm the integrity of 
the well. The fluid in the annulus shall 
be noncorrosive, or shall contain a cor-
rosion inhibitor. 

(d) The owner or operator shall main-
tain mechanical integrity of the injec-
tion well at all times. 

(e) Permit requirements for owners 
or operators of hazardous waste wells 
which inject wastes which have the po-
tential to react with the injection for-
mation to generate gases shall include: 

(1) Conditions limiting the tempera-
ture, pH or acidity of the injected 
waste; and 

(2) Procedures necessary to assure 
that pressure imbalances which might 
cause a backflow or blowout do not 
occur. 

(f) The owner or operator shall in-
stall and use continuous recording de-
vices to monitor: the injection pres-
sure; the flow rate, volume, and tem-
perature of injected fluids; and the 
pressure on the annulus between the 
tubing and the long string casing, and 
shall install and use: 

(1) Automatic alarm and automatic 
shut-off systems, designed to sound and 
shut-in the well when pressures and 
flow rates or other parameters ap-
proved by the Director exceed a range 
and/or gradient specified in the permit; 
or 

(2) Automatic alarms, designed to 
sound when the pressures and flow 
rates or other parameters approved by 
the Director exceed a rate and/or gra-
dient specified in the permit, in cases 
where the owner or operator certifies 
that a trained operator will be on-site 
at all times when the well is operating. 

(g) If an automatic alarm or shut-
down is triggered, the owner or oper-
ator shall immediately investigate and 
identify as expeditiously as possible 
the cause of the alarm or shutoff. If, 
upon such investigation, the well ap-
pears to be lacking mechanical integ-
rity, or if monitoring required under 
paragraph (f) of this section otherwise 
indicates that the well may be lacking 
mechanical integrity, the owner or op-
erator shall: 

(1) Cease injection of waste fluids un-
less authorized by the Director to con-
tinue or resume injection. 

(2) Take all necessary steps to deter-
mine the presence or absence of a leak; 
and 

(3) Notify the Director within 24 
hours after the alarm or shutdown. 

(h) If a loss of mechanical integrity is 
discovered pursuant to paragraph (g) of 
this section or during periodic mechan-
ical integrity testing, the owner or op-
erator shall: 

(1) Immediately cease injection of 
waste fluids; 

(2) Take all steps reasonably nec-
essary to determine whether there may 
have been a release of hazardous wastes 
or hazardous waste constituents into 
any unauthorized zone; 
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(3) Notify the Director within 24 
hours after loss of mechanical integ-
rity is discovered; 

(4) Notify the Director when injec-
tion can be expected to resume; and 

(5) Restore and demonstrate mechan-
ical integrity to the satisfaction of the 
Director prior to resuming injection of 
waste fluids. 

(i) Whenever the owner or operator 
obtains evidence that there may have 
been a release of injected wastes into 
an unauthorized zone: 

(1) The owner or operator shall im-
mediately case injection of waste 
fluids, and: 

(i) Notify the Director within 24 
hours of obtaining such evidence; 

(ii) Take all necessary steps to iden-
tify and characterize the extent of any 
release; 

(iii) Comply with any remediation 
plan specified by the Director; 

(iv) Implement any remediation plan 
approved by the Director; and 

(v) Where such release is into a 
USDW currently serving as a water 
supply, place a notice in a newspaper of 
general circulation. 

(2) The Director may allow the oper-
ator to resume injection prior to com-
pleting cleanup action if the owner or 
operator demonstrates that the injec-
tion operation will not endanger 
USDWs. 

(j) The owner or operator shall notify 
the Director and obtain his approval 
prior to conducting any well workover. 

§ 146.68 Testing and monitoring re-
quirements. 

Testing and monitoring requirements 
shall at a minimum include: 

(a) Monitoring of the injected wastes. 
(1) The owner or operator shall develop 
and follow an approved written waste 
analysis plan that describes the proce-
dures to be carried out to obtain a de-
tailed chemical and physical analysis 
of a representative sample of the 
waste, including the quality assurance 
procedures used. At a minimum, the 
plan shall specify: 

(i) The paramenters for which the 
waste will be analyzed and the ration-
ale for the selection of these param-
eters; 

(ii) The test methods that will be 
used to test for these parameters; and 

(iii) The sampling method that will 
be used to obtain a representative sam-
ple of the waste to be analyzed. 

(2) The owner or operator shall re-
peat the analysis of the injected wastes 
as described in the waste analysis plan 
at frequencies specified in the waste 
analysis plan and when process or oper-
ating changes occur that may signifi-
cantly alter the characteristics of the 
waste stream. 

(3) The owner or operator shall con-
duct continuous or periodic monitoring 
of selected parameters as required by 
the Director. 

(4) The owner or operator shall as-
sure that the plan remains accurate 
and the analyses remain representa-
tive. 

(b) Hydrogeologic compatibility de-
termination. The owner or operator 
shall submit information dem-
onstrating to the satisfaction of the 
Director that the waste stream and its 
anticipated reaction products will not 
alter the permeability, thickness or 
other relevant characteristics of the 
confining or injection zones such that 
they would no longer meet the require-
ments specified in § 146.62. 

(c) Compatibility of well materials. 
(1) The owner or operator shall dem-
onstrate that the waste stream will be 
compatible with the well materials 
with which the waste is expected to 
come into contact, and submit to the 
Director a description of the method-
ology used to make that determina-
tion. Compatibility for purposes of this 
requirement is established if contact 
with injected fluids will not cause the 
well materials to fail to satisfy any de-
sign requirement imposed under 
§ 146.65(b). 

(2) The Director shall require contin-
uous corrosion monitoring of the con-
struction materials used in the well for 
wells injecting corrosive waste, and 
may require such monitoring for other 
waste, by: 

(i) Placing coupons of the well con-
struction materials in contact with the 
waste stream; or 

(ii) Routing the waste stream 
through a loop constructed with the 
material used in the well; or 

(iii) Using an alternative method ap-
proved by the Director. 
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(3) If a corrosion monitoring program 
is required: 

(i) The test shall use materials iden-
tical to those used in the construction 
of the well, and such materials must be 
continuously exposed to the operating 
pressures and temperatures (measured 
at the well head) and flow rates of the 
injection operation; and 

(ii) The owner or operator shall mon-
itor the materials for loss of mass, 
thickness, cracking, pitting and other 
signs of corrosion on a quarterly basis 
to ensure that the well components 
meet the minimum standards for mate-
rial strength and performance set forth 
in § 146.65(b). 

(d) Periodic mechanical integrity test-
ing. In fulfilling the requirements of 
§ 146.8, the owner or operator of a Class 
I hazardous waste injection well shall 
conduct the mechanical integrity test-
ing as follows: 

(1) The long string casing, injection 
tube, and annular seal shall be tested 
by means of an approved pressure test 
with a liquid or gas annually and when-
ever there has been a well workover; 

(2) The bottom-hole cement shall be 
tested by means of an approved radio-
active tracer survey annually; 

(3) An approved temperature, noise, 
or other approved log shall be run at 
least once every five years to test for 
movement of fluid along the borehole. 
The Director may require such tests 
whenever the well is worked over; 

(4) Casing inspection logs shall be run 
whenever the owner or operator con-
ducts a workover in which the injec-
tion string is pulled, unless the Direc-
tor waives this requirement due to well 
construction or other factors which 
limit the test’s reliability, or based 
upon the satisfactory results of a cas-
ing inspection log run within the pre-
vious five years. The Director may re-
quire that a casing inspection log be 
run every five years, if he has reason to 
believe that the integrity of the long 
string casing of the well may be ad-
versely affected by naturally-occurring 
or man-made events; 

(5) Any other test approved by the 
Director in accordance with the proce-
dures in § 146.8(d) may also be used. 

(e) Ambient monitoring. (1) Based on a 
site-specific assessment of the poten-
tial for fluid movement from the well 

or injection zone, and on the potential 
value of monitoring wells to detect 
such movement, the Director shall re-
quire the owner or operator to develop 
a monitoring program. At a minimum, 
the Director shall require monitoring 
of the pressure buildup in the injection 
zone annually, including at a min-
imum, a shut down of the well for a 
time sufficient to conduct a valid ob-
servation of the pressure fall-off curve. 

(2) When prescribing a monitoring 
system the Director may also require: 

(i) Continuous monitoring for pres-
sure changes in the first aquifer over-
lying the confining zone. When such a 
well is installed, the owner or operator 
shall, on a quarterly basis, sample the 
aquifer and analyze for constituents 
specified by the Director; 

(ii) The use of indirect, geophysical 
techniques to determine the position of 
the waste front, the water quality in a 
formation designated by the Director, 
or to provide other site specific data; 

(iii) Periodic monitoring of the 
ground water quality in the first aqui-
fer overlying the injection zone; 

(iv) Periodic monitoring of the 
ground water quality in the lowermost 
USDW; and 

(v) Any additional monitoring nec-
essary to determine whether fluids are 
moving into or between USDWs. 

(f) The Director may require seis-
micity monitoring when he has reason 
to believe that the injection activity 
may have the capacity to cause seismic 
disturbances. 

[53 FR 28148, July 26, 1988, as amended at 57 
FR 46294, Oct. 7, 1992] 

§ 146.69 Reporting requirements. 
Reporting requirements shall, at a 

minimum, include: 
(a) Quarterly reports to the Director 

containing: 
(1) The maximum injection pressure; 
(2) A description of any event that 

exceeds operating parameters for annu-
lus pressure or injection pressure as 
specified in the permit; 

(3) A description of any event which 
triggers an alarm or shutdown device 
required pursuant to § 146.67(f) and the 
response taken; 

(4) The total volume of fluid injected; 
(5) Any change in the annular fluid 

volume; 
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(6) The physical, chemical and other 
relevant characteristics of injected 
fluids; and 

(7) The results of monitoring pre-
scribed under § 146.68. 

(b) Reporting, within 30 days or with 
the next quarterly report whichever 
comes later, the results of: 

(1) Periodic tests of mechanical in-
tegrity; 

(2) Any other test of the injection 
well conducted by the permittee if re-
quired by the Director; and 

(3) Any well workover. 

§ 146.70 Information to be evaluated 
by the Director. 

This section sets forth the informa-
tion which must be evaluated by the 
Director in authorizing Class I haz-
ardous waste injection wells. For a new 
Class I hazardous waste injection well, 
the owner or operator shall submit all 
the information listed below as part of 
the permit application. For an existing 
or converted Class I hazardous waste 
injection well, the owner or operator 
shall submit all information listed 
below as part of the permit application 
except for those items of information 
which are current, accurate, and avail-
able in the existing permit file. For 
both existing and new Class I haz-
ardous waste injection wells, certain 
maps, cross-sections, tabulations of 
wells within the area of review and 
other data may be included in the ap-
plication by reference provided they 
are current and readily available to the 
Director (for example, in the permit-
ting agency’s files) and sufficiently 
identifiable to be retrieved. In cases 
where EPA issues the permit, all the 
information in this section must be 
submitted to the Administrator or his 
designee. 

(a) Prior to the issuance of a permit 
for an existing Class I hazardous waste 
injection well to operate or the con-
struction or conversion of a new Class 
I hazardous waste injection well, the 
Director shall review the following to 
assure that the requirements of this 
part and part 144 are met: 

(1) Information required in § 144.31; 
(2) A map showing the injection well 

for which a permit is sought and the 
applicable area of review. Within the 
area of review, the map must show the 

number or name and location of all 
producing wells, injection wells, aban-
doned wells, dry holes, surface bodies 
of water, springs, mines (surface and 
subsurface), quarries, water wells and 
other pertinent surface features, in-
cluding residences and roads. The map 
should also show faults, if known or 
suspected; 

(3) A tabulation of all wells within 
the area of review which penetrate the 
proposed injection zone or confining 
zone. Such data shall include a descrip-
tion of each well’s type, construction, 
date drilled, location, depth, record of 
plugging and/or completion and any ad-
ditional information the Director may 
require; 

(4) The protocol followed to identify, 
locate and ascertain the condition of 
abandoned wells within the area of re-
view which penetrate the injection or 
the confining zones; 

(5) Maps and cross-sections indi-
cating the general vertical and lateral 
limits of all underground sources of 
drinking water within the area of re-
view, their position relative to the in-
jection formation and the direction of 
water movement, where known, in each 
underground source of drinking water 
which may be affected by the proposed 
injection; 

(6) Maps and cross-sections detailing 
the geologic structure of the local area; 

(7) Maps and cross-sections illus-
trating the regional geologic setting; 

(8) Proposed operating data; 
(i) Average and maximum daily rate 

and volume of the fluid to be injected; 
and 

(ii) Average and maximum injection 
pressure; 

(9) Proposed formation testing pro-
gram to obtain an analysis of the 
chemical, physical and radiological 
characteristics of and other informa-
tion on the injection formation and the 
confining zone; 

(10) Proposed stimulation program; 
(11) Proposed injection procedure; 
(12) Schematic or other appropriate 

drawings of the surface and subsurface 
construction details of the well; 

(13) Contingency plans to cope with 
all shut-ins or well failures so as to 
prevent migration of fluids into any 
USDW; 
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(14) Plans (including maps) for meet-
ing monitoring requirements of § 146.68; 

(15) For wells within the area of re-
view which penetrate the injection 
zone or the confining zone but are not 
properly completed or plugged, the cor-
rective action to be taken under 
§ 146.64; 

(16) Construction procedures includ-
ing a cementing and casing program, 
well materials specifications and their 
life expectancy, logging procedures, de-
viation checks, and a drilling, testing 
and coring program; and 

(17) A demonstration pursuant to 
part 144, subpart F, that the applicant 
has the resources necessary to close, 
plug or abandon the well and for post- 
closure care. 

(b) Prior to the Director’s granting 
approval for the operation of a Class I 
hazardous waste injection well, the 
owner or operator shall submit and the 
Director shall review the following in-
formation, which shall be included in 
the completion report: 

(1) All available logging and testing 
program data on the well; 

(2) A demonstration of mechanical 
integrity pursuant to § 146.68; 

(3) The anticipated maximum pres-
sure and flow rate at which the per-
mittee will operate; 

(4) The results of the injection zone 
and confining zone testing program as 
required in § 146.70(a)(9); 

(5) The actual injection procedure; 
(6) The compatibility of injected 

waste with fluids in the injection zone 
and minerals in both the injection zone 
and the confining zone and with the 
materials used to construct the well; 

(7) The calculated area of review 
based on data obtained during logging 
and testing of the well and the forma-
tion, and where necessary revisions to 
the information submitted under 
§ 146.70(a) (2) and (3). 

(8) The status of corrective action on 
wells identified in § 146.70(a)(15). 

(c) Prior to granting approval for the 
plugging and abandonment (i.e., clo-
sure) of a Class I hazardous waste in-
jection well, the Director shall review 
the information required in 
§§ 146.71(a)(4) and 146.72(a). 

(d) Any permit issued for a Class I 
hazardous waste injection well for dis-
posal on the premises where the waste 

is generated shall contain a certifi-
cation by the owner or operator that: 

(1) The generator of the hazardous 
waste has a program to reduce the vol-
ume or quantity and toxicity of such 
waste to the degree determined by the 
generator to be economically prac-
ticable; and 

(2) Injection of the waste is that 
practicable method of disposal cur-
rently available to the generator which 
minimizes the present and future 
threat to human health and the envi-
ronment. 

§ 146.71 Closure. 
(a) Closure Plan. The owner or oper-

ator of a Class I hazardous waste injec-
tion well shall prepare, maintain, and 
comply with a plan for closure of the 
well that meets the requirements of 
paragraph (d) of this section and is ac-
ceptable to the Director. The obliga-
tion to implement the closure plan sur-
vives the termination of a permit or 
the cessation of injection activities. 
The requirement to maintain and im-
plement an approved plan is directly 
enforceable regardless of whether the 
requirement is a condition of the per-
mit. 

(1) The owner or operator shall sub-
mit the plan as a part of the permit ap-
plication and, upon approval by the Di-
rector, such plan shall be a condition of 
any permit issued. 

(2) The owner or operator shall sub-
mit any proposed significant revision 
to the method of closure reflected in 
the plan for approval by the Director 
no later than the date on which notice 
of closure is required to be submitted 
to the Director under paragraph (b) of 
this section. 

(3) The plan shall assure financial re-
sponsibility as required in § 144.52(a)(7). 

(4) The plan shall include the fol-
lowing information: 

(i) The type and number of plugs to 
be used; 

(ii) The placement of each plug in-
cluding the elevation of the top and 
bottom of each plug; 

(iii) The type and grade and quantity 
of material to be used in plugging; 

(iv) The method of placement of the 
plugs; 

(v) Any proposed test or measure to 
be made; 
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(vi) The amount, size, and location 
(by depth) of casing and any other ma-
terials to be left in the well; 

(vii) The method and location where 
casing is to be parted, if applicable; 

(viii) The procedure to be used to 
meet the requirements of paragraph 
(d)(5) of this section; 

(ix) The estimated cost of closure; 
and 

(x) Any proposed test or measure to 
be made. 

(5) The Director may modify a clo-
sure plan following the procedures of 
§ 124.5. 

(6) An owner or operator of a Class I 
hazardous waste injection well who 
ceases injection temporarily, may keep 
the well open provided he: 

(i) Has received authorization from 
the Director; and 

(ii) Has described actions or proce-
dures, satisfactory to the Director, 
that the owner or operator will take to 
ensure that the well will not endanger 
USDWs during the period of temporary 
disuse. These actions and procedures 
shall include compliance with the tech-
nical requirements applicable to active 
injection wells unless waived by the Di-
rector. 

(7) The owner or operator of a well 
that has ceased operations for more 
than two years shall notify the Direc-
tor 30 days prior to resuming operation 
of the well. 

(b) Notice of intent to close. The owner 
or operator shall notify the Director at 
least 60 days before closure of a well. 
At the discretion of the Director, a 
shorter notice period may be allowed. 

(c) Closure report. Within 60 days after 
closure or at the time of the next quar-
terly report (whichever is less) the 
owner or operator shall submit a clo-
sure report to the Director. If the quar-
terly report is due less than 15 days 
after completion of closure, then the 
report shall be submitted within 60 
days after closure. The report shall be 
certified as accurate by the owner or 
operator and by the person who per-
formed the closure operation (if other 
than the owner or operator). Such re-
port shall consist of either: 

(1) A statement that the well was 
closed in accordance with the closure 
plan previously submitted and ap-
proved by the Director; or 

(2) Where actual closure differed from 
the plan previously submitted, a writ-
ten statement specifying the dif-
ferences between the previous plan and 
the actual closure. 

(d) Standards for well closure. (1) Prior 
to closing the well, the owner or oper-
ator shall observe and record the pres-
sure decay for a time specified by the 
Director. The Director shall analyze 
the pressure decay and the transient 
pressure observations conducted pursu-
ant to § 146.68(e)(1)(i) and determine 
whether the injection activity has con-
formed with predicted values. 

(2) Prior to well closure, appropriate 
mechanical integrity testing shall be 
conducted to ensure the integrity of 
that portion of the long string casing 
and cement that will be left in the 
ground after closure. Testing methods 
may include: 

(i) Pressure tests with liquid or gas; 
(ii) Radioactive tracer surveys; 
(iii) Noise, temperature, pipe evalua-

tion, or cement bond logs; and 
(iv) Any other test required by the 

Director. 
(3) Prior to well closure, the well 

shall be flushed with a buffer fluid. 
(4) Upon closure, a Class I hazardous 

waste well shall be plugged with ce-
ment in a manner that will not allow 
the movement of fluids into or between 
USDWs. 

(5) Placement of the cement plugs 
shall be accomplished by one of the fol-
lowing: 

(i) The Balance Method; 
(ii) The Dump Bailer Method; 
(iii) The Two-Plug Method; or 
(iv) An alternate method, approved 

by the Director, that will reliably pro-
vide a comparable level of protection. 

(6) Each plug used shall be appro-
priately tagged and tested for seal and 
stability before closure is completed. 

(7) The well to be closed shall be in a 
state of static equilibrium with the 
mud weight equalized top to bottom, 
either by circulating the mud in the 
well at least once or by a comparable 
method prescribed by the Director, 
prior to the placement of the cement 
plug(s). 

§ 146.72 Post-closure care. 
(a) The owner or operator of a Class 

I hazardous waste well shall prepare, 
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maintain, and comply with a plan for 
post-closure care that meets the re-
quirements of paragraph (b) of this sec-
tion and is acceptable to the Director. 
The obligation to implement the post- 
closure plan survives the termination 
of a permit or the cessation of injec-
tion activities. The requirement to 
maintain an approved plan is directly 
enforceable regardless of whether the 
requirement is a condition of the per-
mit. 

(1) The owner or operator shall sub-
mit the plan as a part of the permit ap-
plication and, upon approval by the Di-
rector, such plan shall be a condition of 
any permit issued. 

(2) The owner or operator shall sub-
mit any proposed significant revision 
to the plan as appropriate over the life 
of the well, but no later than the date 
of the closure report required under 
§ 146.71(c). 

(3) The plan shall assure financial re-
sponsibility as required in § 146.73. 

(4) The plan shall include the fol-
lowing information: 

(i) The pressure in the injection zone 
before injection began; 

(ii) The anticipated pressure in the 
injection zone at the time of closure; 

(iii) The predicted time until pres-
sure in the injection zone decays to the 
point that the well’s cone of influence 
no longer intersects the base of the 
lowermost USDW; 

(iv) Predicted position of the waste 
front at closure; 

(v) The status of any cleanups re-
quired under § 146.64; and 

(vi) The estimated cost of proposed 
post-closure care. 

(5) At the request of the owner or op-
erator, or on his own initiative, the Di-
rector may modify the post-closure 
plan after submission of the closure re-
port following the procedures in § 124.5. 

(b) The owner or operator shall: 
(1) Continue and complete any clean-

up action required under § 146.64, if ap-
plicable; 

(2) Continue to conduct any ground-
water monitoring required under the 
permit until pressure in the injection 
zone decays to the point that the well’s 
cone of influence no longer intersects 
the base of the lowermost USDW. The 
Director may extend the period of post- 

closure monitoring if he determines 
that the well may endanger a USDW. 

(3) Submit a survey plat to the local 
zoning authority designated by the Di-
rector. The plat shall indicate the loca-
tion of the well relative to perma-
nently surveyed benchmarks. A copy of 
the plat shall be submitted to the Re-
gional Administrator of the appro-
priate EPA Regional Office. 

(4) Provide appropriate notification 
and information to such State and 
local authorities as have cognizance 
over drilling activities to enable such 
State and local authorities to impose 
appropriate conditions on subsequent 
drilling activities that may penetrate 
the well’s confining or injection zone. 

(5) Retain, for a period of three years 
following well closure, records reflect-
ing the nature, composition and vol-
ume of all injected fluids. The Director 
shall require the owner or operator to 
deliver the records to the Director at 
the conclusion of the retention period, 
and the records shall thereafter be re-
tained at a location designated by the 
Director for that purpose. 

(c) Each owner of a Class I hazardous 
waste injection well, and the owner of 
the surface or subsurface property on 
or in which a Class I hazardous waste 
injection well is located, must record a 
notation on the deed to the facility 
property or on some other instrument 
which is normally examined during 
title search that will in perpetuity pro-
vide any potential purchaser of the 
property the following information: 

(1) The fact that land has been used 
to manage hazardous waste; 

(2) The name of the State agency or 
local authority with which the plat 
was filed, as well as the address of the 
Regional Environmental Protection 
Agency Office to which it was sub-
mitted; 

(3) The type and volume of waste in-
jected, the injection interval or inter-
vals into which it was injected, and the 
period over which injection occurred. 

§ 146.73 Financial responsibility for 
post-closure care. 

The owner or operator shall dem-
onstrate and maintain financial re-
sponsibility for post-closure by using a 
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trust fund, surety bond, letter of cred-
it, financial test, insurance or cor-
porate guarantee that meets the speci-
fications for the mechanisms and in-
struments revised as appropriate to 
cover closure and post-closure care in 
40 CFR part 144, subpart F. The amount 
of the funds available shall be no less 
than the amount identified in 
§ 146.72(a)(4)(vi). The obligation to 
maintain financial responsibility for 
post-closure care survives the termi-
nation of a permit or the cessation of 
injection. The requirement to maintain 
financial responsibility is enforceable 
regardless of whether the requirement 
is a condition of the permit. 

Subpart H—Criteria and Standards 
Applicable to Class VI Wells 

SOURCE: 75 FR 77291, Dec. 10, 2010, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 146.81 Applicability. 
(a) This subpart establishes criteria 

and standards for underground injec-
tion control programs to regulate any 
Class VI carbon dioxide geologic se-
questration injection wells. 

(b) This subpart applies to any wells 
used to inject carbon dioxide specifi-
cally for the purpose of geologic se-
questration, i.e., the long-term con-
tainment of a gaseous, liquid, or super-
critical carbon dioxide stream in sub-
surface geologic formations. 

(c) This subpart also applies to own-
ers or operators of permit- or rule-au-
thorized Class I, Class II, or Class V ex-
perimental carbon dioxide injection 
projects who seek to apply for a Class 
VI geologic sequestration permit for 
their well or wells. Owners or operators 
seeking to convert existing Class I, 
Class II, or Class V experimental wells 
to Class VI geologic sequestration 
wells must demonstrate to the Director 
that the wells were engineered and con-
structed to meet the requirements at 
§ 146.86(a) and ensure protection of 
USDWs, in lieu of requirements at 
§§ 146.86(b) and 146.87(a). By December 
10, 2011, owners or operators of either 
Class I wells previously permitted for 
the purpose of geologic sequestration 
or Class V experimental technology 
wells no longer being used for experi-
mental purposes that will continue in-

jection of carbon dioxide for the pur-
pose of GS must apply for a Class VI 
permit. A converted well must still 
meet all other requirements under part 
146. 

(d) Definitions. The following defini-
tions apply to this subpart. To the ex-
tent that these definitions conflict 
with those in § 144.3 or § 146.3 of this 
chapter these definitions govern for 
Class VI wells: 

Area of review means the region sur-
rounding the geologic sequestration 
project where USDWs may be endan-
gered by the injection activity. The 
area of review is delineated using com-
putational modeling that accounts for 
the physical and chemical properties of 
all phases of the injected carbon diox-
ide stream and displaced fluids, and is 
based on available site characteriza-
tion, monitoring, and operational data 
as set forth in § 146.84. 

Carbon dioxide plume means the ex-
tent underground, in three dimensions, 
of an injected carbon dioxide stream. 

Carbon dioxide stream means carbon 
dioxide that has been captured from an 
emission source (e.g., a power plant), 
plus incidental associated substances 
derived from the source materials and 
the capture process, and any sub-
stances added to the stream to enable 
or improve the injection process. This 
subpart does not apply to any carbon 
dioxide stream that meets the defini-
tion of a hazardous waste under 40 CFR 
part 261. 

Confining zone means a geologic for-
mation, group of formations, or part of 
a formation stratigraphically over-
lying the injection zone(s) that acts as 
barrier to fluid movement. For Class 
VI wells operating under an injection 
depth waiver, confining zone means a 
geologic formation, group of forma-
tions, or part of a formation 
stratigraphically overlying and under-
lying the injection zone(s). 

Corrective action means the use of Di-
rector-approved methods to ensure 
that wells within the area of review do 
not serve as conduits for the movement 
of fluids into underground sources of 
drinking water (USDW). 

Geologic sequestration means the long- 
term containment of a gaseous, liquid, 
or supercritical carbon dioxide stream 
in subsurface geologic formations. This 
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