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wells in the State and owners and oper-
ators have until January 1, 2008 to 
close the well or receive a permit, un-
less they are subject to a different 
compliance date pursuant to paragraph 
(b) of this section. 

(d) How to find out if your well is in a 
ground water protection area or sensitive 
ground water area. States are required 
to make their local source water as-
sessments widely available to the pub-
lic through a variety of methods after 
the assessments are complete. You can 
find out if your Class V well is in a 
ground water protection area by con-
tacting the State agency responsible 
for the State Drinking Water Source 
Assessment and Protection Program in 
your area. You may call the Safe 
Drinking Water Hotline at 1–800–426– 
4791 to find out who to call in your 
State for this information. The State 
office responsible for implementing the 
Drinking Water Source Assessment and 
Protection Program makes the final 
and official determination of bound-
aries for ground water protection 
areas. Because States that choose to 
delineate other sensitive ground water 
areas are also required to make the in-
formation on these areas accessible to 
the public, they may do so in a manner 
similar to the process used by the 
States in publicizing the EPA approved 
Drinking Water Source Assessment and 
Protection Program. You can find out 
if your Class V well is in an other sen-
sitive ground water area by contacting 
the State or Federal agency respon-
sible for the Underground Injection 
Control Program. You may call the 
Safe Drinking Water Hotline at 1–800– 
426–4791 to find out who to call for in-
formation. 

(e) Changes in the status of the EPA 
approved state drinking water source as-
sessment and protection program. After 
January 1, 2004 your State may assess 
a ground water protection area for 
ground water supplying a new commu-
nity water system or a new non-tran-
sient non-community water system 
that includes your Class V injection 
well. Also, your State may officially 
re-delineate the boundaries of a pre-
viously delineated ground water pro-
tection area to include additional areas 

that includes your motor vehicle waste 
disposal well. This would make the ad-
ditional regulations apply to you if 
your motor vehicle waste disposal well 
is in such an area. The additional regu-
lations start applying to you one year 
after the State completes the local as-
sessment for the ground water protec-
tion area for the new drinking water 
system or the new re-delineated area. 
The UIC Program Director responsible 
for your area may extend this deadline 
for up to one year if the most efficient 
compliance option for the well is con-
nection to a sanitary sewer or installa-
tion of new treatment technology. 

(f) What happens if my state doesn’t 
designate other sensitive ground water 
areas? If your State or EPA Region 
elects not to delineate the additional 
sensitive ground water areas, the addi-
tional regulations apply to you regard-
less of the location of your well by Jan-
uary 1, 2007, or January 2008 if an ex-
tension has been granted as explained 
in paragraph (c) of this section, except 
for wells in ground water protection 
areas which are subject to different 
compliance deadlines explained in 
paragraph (b) of this section. 

(g) [Reserved] 
(h) Application of requirements outside 

of ground water protection areas and sen-
sitive ground water areas. EPA expects 
and strongly encourages States to use 
existing authorities in the UIC pro-
gram to take whatever measures are 
needed to ensure Class V wells are not 
endangering USDWs in any other areas 
outside of delineated ground water pro-
tection areas and sensitive ground 
water areas. Such measures could in-
clude, if believed to be necessary by a 
UIC Program Director, applying the 
additional requirements below to other 
areas and/or other types of Class V 
wells. Therefore, the Director may 
apply the additional requirements to 
you, even if you are not located in the 
areas listed in paragraph (a) of this sec-
tion. 

§ 144.88 What are the additional re-
quirements? 

The additional requirements are 
specified in the following tables: 
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(a) TABLE 1—ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS FOR LARGE-CAPACITY CESSPOOLS STATEWIDE 
[See § 144.85 to determine if these additional requirements apply to you] 

Well Status Requirement Deadline 

If your cesspool is. . . Then you. . . By. . . 

(1) Existing (operational or under con-
struction by April 5, 2000).

(i) Must close the well ............................. April 5, 2005. 

(ii) Must notify the UIC Program Director 
(both Primacy States and Direct Im-
plementation States) of your intent to 
close the well..

Note: This information is requested on 
national form ‘‘Preclosure Notification 
for Closure of Injection Wells,’’.

At least 30 days prior to closure. 

(2) New or converted (construction not 
started before April 5, 2000).

Are prohibited .......................................... April 5, 2000. 

(b) TABLE 2—ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS FOR MOTOR VEHICLE WASTE DISPOSAL WELLS 
[See § 144.85 to determine if these additional requirements apply to you] 

Well status Requirement Deadline 

If your motor vehicle waste disposal well 
is 

Then. . . By. . . 

(1) Existing (operational or under con-
struction by April 5, 2000).

(i) If your well is in a ground water pro-
tection area, you must close the well 
or obtain a permit.

Within 1 year of the completion of your 
local source water assessment; your 
UIC Program Director may extend the 
closure deadline, but not the permit 
application deadline, for up to one 
year if the most efficient compliance 
option is connection to a sanitary 
sewer or installation of new treatment 
technology. 

(ii) If your well is in an other sensitive 
ground water area, you must close the 
well or obtain a permit.

By January 1, 2007; your UIC Program 
Director may extend the closure dead-
line, but not the permit application 
deadline, for up to one year if the 
most efficient compliance option is 
connection to a sanitary sewer or in-
stallation of new treatment technology. 

(iii) If you plan to seek a waiver from the 
ban and apply for a permit, you must 
meet MCLs at the point of injection 
while your permit application is under 
review, if you choose to keep oper-
ating your well.

The date you submit your permit appli-
cation. 

(iv) If you receive a permit, you must 
comply with all permit conditions, if 
you choose to keep operating your 
well, including requirements to meet 
MCLs and other health based stand-
ards at the point of injection, follow 
best management practices, and mon-
itor your injectate and sludge quality.

The date(s) specified in your permit. 

(v) If your well is in a State which has 
not completed all their local assess-
ments by January 1, 2004 or by the 
extended date if your State has ob-
tained an extension as described in 
144.87, and you are outside an area 
with a completed assessment you 
must close the well or obtain a permit.

January 1, 2005 unless your State ob-
tains an extension as described in 
144.87 (b) in which case your dead-
line is January 1, 2006; your UIC Pro-
gram Director may extend the closure 
deadline, but not the permit applica-
tion deadline, for up to one year if the 
most efficient compliance option is 
connection to a sanitary sewer or in-
stallation of new treatment technology. 
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(b) TABLE 2—ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS FOR MOTOR VEHICLE WASTE DISPOSAL WELLS— 
Continued 

[See § 144.85 to determine if these additional requirements apply to you] 

Well status Requirement Deadline 

If your motor vehicle waste disposal well 
is 

Then. . . By. . . 

(vi) If your well is in a State that has not 
delineated other sensitive ground 
water areas by January 1, 2004 and 
you are outside of an area with a 
completed assessment you must close 
the well or obtain a permit regardless 
of your location.

January 1, 2007 unless your State ob-
tains an extension as described in 
144.87(c) in which case your deadline 
is January 2008. 

(vii) If you plan to close your well, you 
must notify the UIC Program Director 
of your intent to close the well (this in-
cludes closing your well prior to con-
version).

Note: This information is requested on 
national form ‘‘Preclosure Notification 
for Closure of Injection Wells’’..

At least 30 days prior to closure. 

(2) New or converted (construction not 
started before April 5, 2000).

Are prohibited .......................................... April 5, 2000. 

[64 FR 68566, Dec. 7, 1999; 64 FR 70316, Dec. 16, 1999] 

§ 144.89 How do I close my Class V in-
jection well? 

The following describes the require-
ments for closing your Class V injec-
tion well. 

(a) Closure. (1) Prior to closing a 
Class V large-capacity cesspool or 
motor vehicle waste disposal well, you 
must plug or otherwise close the well 
in a manner that complies with the 
prohibition of fluid movement standard 
in § 144.12 and summarized in § 144.82(a). 
If the UIC Program Director in your 
State or EPA Region has any addi-
tional or more specific closure stand-
ards, you have to meet those standards 
too. You also must dispose or other-
wise manage any soil, gravel, sludge, 
liquids, or other materials removed 
from or adjacent to your well in ac-
cordance with all applicable Federal, 
State, and local regulations and re-
quirements, as in § 144.82(b). 

(2) Closure does not mean that you 
need to cease operations at your facil-
ity, only that you need to close your 
well. A number of alternatives are 
available for disposing of waste fluids. 
Examples of alternatives that may be 
available to motor vehicle stations in-
clude: recycling and reusing waste-
water as much as possible; collecting 

and recycling petroleum-based fluids, 
coolants, and battery acids drained 
from vehicles; washing parts in a self- 
contained, recirculating solvent sink, 
with spent solvents being recovered 
and replaced by the supplier; using 
absorbents to clean up minor leaks and 
spills, and placing the used materials 
in approved waste containers and dis-
posing of them properly; using a wet 
vacuum or mop to pick up accumulated 
rain or snow melt, and if allowed, con-
necting floor drains to a municipal 
sewer system or holding tank, and if 
allowed, disposing of the holding tank 
contents through a publicly owned 
treatment works. You should check 
with the publicly owned treatment 
works you might use to see if they 
would accept your wastes. Alternatives 
that may be available to owners and 
operators of a large-capacity cesspool 
include: conversion to a septic system; 
connection to sewer; and installation 
of an on-site treatment unit. 

(b) Conversions. In limited cases, the 
UIC Director may authorize the con-
version (reclassification) of a motor ve-
hicle waste disposal well to another 
type of Class V well. Motor vehicle 
wells may only be converted if: all 
motor vehicle fluids are segregated by 
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