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(b) State and substate planning agen-
cies shall provide information and con-
sult with the public on plan develop-
ment and implementation. Provision of 
information and consultation shall 
occur both early in the planning proc-
ess (including the preparation and dis-
tribution of a summary of the proposed 
plan) and on major policy decisions 
made during the course of plan devel-
opment, revision and implementation. 
To meet this requirement, planning 
agencies shall: 

(1) Publicize information in news 
media having broad audiences in the 
geographic area; 

(2) Place information in depositories 
maintained under paragraph (a)(2) of 
this section; 

(3) Send information directly to 
agencies, organizations and individuals 
on the list maintained under paragraph 
(a)(1) of this section; and 

(4) Prepare and make available to the 
public a responsiveness summary in ac-
cord with 40 CFR 25.8. 

(c) State and substate planning agen-
cies shall conduct public hearings (and 
public meetings, where the agency de-
termines there is sufficient interest) in 
accord with 40 CFR 25.5 and 25.6. The 
purpose of the hearings and meetings is 
to solicit reactions and recommenda-
tions from interested or affected par-
ties and to explain major issues within 
the proposed plan. Following the public 
hearings, a responsiveness summary 
shall be prepared and made available to 
the public in accord with 40 CFR 25.8. 

[44 FR 45079, July 31, 1979, as amended at 46 
FR 47051, Sept. 23, 1981] 

§ 256.61 Requirements for public par-
ticipation in the annual State work 
program. 

(a) A public participation work plan 
in accord with 40 CFR 25.11 shall be in-
cluded in the annual State work pro-
gram. 

(b) The State shall consult with the 
public in the development of the an-
nual work program. One month prior 
to submission of the draft work pro-
gram to the Regional Administrator, 
as required by 40 CFR part 35, the draft 
work program shall be made available 
to the public at the State information 
depositories maintained under 
§ 256.60(a)(2). The public shall be noti-

fied of the availability of the draft 
work program, and a public meeting 
shall be held if the planning agency de-
termines there is sufficient interest. 

(c) The State shall comply with the 
requirements of Office of Management 
and Budget Circular No. A–95. 

(d) Copies of the final work program 
shall be placed in the State informa-
tion depositories maintained under 
§ 256.60(a)(2). 

§ 256.62 Requirements for public par-
ticipation in State regulatory devel-
opment. 

(a) The State shall conduct public 
hearings (and public meetings where 
the State determines there is sufficient 
interest) on State legislation and regu-
lations, in accord with the State ad-
ministrative procedures act, to solicit 
reactions and recommendations. Fol-
lowing the public hearings, a respon-
siveness summary shall be prepared 
and made available to the public in ac-
cord with 40 CFR 25.8. 

(b) In advance of the hearings and 
meetings required by paragraph (a) of 
this section, the State shall prepare a 
fact sheet on proposed regulations or 
legislation, mail the fact sheet to agen-
cies, organizations and individuals on 
the list maintained under § 256.60(a)(1) 
and place the fact sheet in the State 
information depositories maintained 
under § 256.60(a)(2). 

§ 256.63 Requirements for public par-
ticipation in the permitting of fa-
cilities. 

(a) Before approving a permit appli-
cation (or renewal of a permit) for a re-
source recovery or solid waste disposal 
facility the State shall hold a public 
hearing to solicit public reaction and 
recommendations on the proposed per-
mit application if the State determines 
there is a significant degree of public 
interest in the proposed permit. 

(b) This hearing shall be held in ac-
cord with 40 CFR 25.5. 

§ 256.64 Requirements for public par-
ticipation in the open dump inven-
tory. 

(a) The State shall provide an oppor-
tunity for public participation prior to 
submission of any classification of a fa-
cility as an open dump to the Federal 
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