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right to a referral and to services that 
reasonably meet the timeliness, capac-
ity, accessibility, and equivalency re-
quirements discussed above. 

(e) PATH annual report. As part of the 
annual report to SAMHSA, PATH 
grantees shall include a description of 
the activities the grantee has taken to 
comply with 42 CFR part 54. 

§ 54.9 Assurances and State oversight 
of the Charitable Choice require-
ments. 

In order to ensure that States receiv-
ing grant funding under the SAPT 
block grant and PATH formula grant 
programs comply with the SAMHSA 
Charitable Choice provisions and pro-
vide oversight of religious organiza-
tions that provide substance abuse 
services under such programs, States 
are required as part of their applica-
tions for funding to certify that they 
will comply with all of the require-
ments of such provisions and the im-
plementing regulations under this part, 
and that they will provide such over-
sight of religious organizations. 

§ 54.10 Fiscal accountability. 
(a) Religious organizations that re-

ceive applicable program funds for sub-
stance abuse services are subject to the 
same regulations as other nongovern-
mental organizations to account, in ac-
cordance with generally accepted au-
diting and accounting principles, for 
the use of such funds. 

(b) Religious organizations shall seg-
regate Federal funds they receive 
under an applicable program into a sep-
arate account from non-Federal funds. 
Only the Federal funds shall be subject 
to audit by government under the 
SAMHSA program. 

§ 54.11 Effects on State and local 
funds. 

If a State or local government con-
tributes its own funds to supplement 
activities carried out under the appli-
cable programs, the State or local gov-
ernment has the option to separate out 
the Federal funds or commingle them. 
If the funds are commingled, the provi-
sions of this part shall apply to all of 
the commingled funds in the same 
manner, and to the same extent, as the 
provisions apply to the Federal funds. 

§ 54.12 Treatment of intermediate or-
ganizations. 

If a nongovernmental organization 
(referred to here as an ‘‘intermediate 
organization’’), acting under a contract 
or other agreement with the Federal 
Government or a State or local govern-
ment, is given the authority under the 
contract or agreement to select non-
governmental organizations to provide 
services under any applicable program, 
the intermediate organization shall 
have the same duties under this part as 
the government. The intermediate or-
ganization retains all other rights of a 
nongovernmental organization under 
this part and the SAMHSA Charitable 
Choice provisions. 

§ 54.13 Educational requirements for 
personnel in drug treatment pro-
grams. 

In determining whether personnel of 
a program participant that has a 
record of successful drug treatment for 
the preceding three years have satis-
fied State or local requirements for 
education and training, a State or local 
government shall not discriminate 
against education and training pro-
vided to such personnel by a religious 
organization, so long as such education 
and training is comparable to that pro-
vided by nonreligious organizations, or 
is comparable to education and train-
ing that the State or local government 
would otherwise credit for purposes of 
determining whether the relevant re-
quirements have been satisfied. 

PART 54a—CHARITABLE CHOICE 
REGULATIONS APPLICABLE TO 
STATES, LOCAL GOVERNMENTS 
AND RELIGIOUS ORGANIZA-
TIONS RECEIVING DISCRE-
TIONARY FUNDING UNDER TITLE 
V OF THE PUBLIC HEALTH SERV-
ICE ACT, 42 U.S.C. 290aa, ET 
SEQ., FOR SUBSTANCE ABUSE 
PREVENTION AND TREATMENT 
SERVICES 

Sec. 
54a.1 Scope. 
54a.2 Definitions. 
54a.3 Nondiscrimination against religious 

organizations. 
54a.4 Religious activities. 
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