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§405.359

§405.359 Liability of certifying or dis-
bursing officer.

No certifying or disbursing officer
shall be held liable for any amount cer-
tified or paid by him to any provider of
services or other person:

(a) Where the adjustment or recovery
of such amount is waived (see §405.355),
or

(b) Where adjustment (see §405.352) or
recovery is not completed prior to the
death of all persons against whose ben-
efits such adjustment is authorized.

SUSPENSION AND RECOUPMENT OF PAY-
MENT TO PROVIDERS AND SUPPLIERS
AND COLLECTION AND COMPROMISE OF
OVERPAYMENTS

§405.370 Definitions.

(a) For purposes of this subpart, the
following definitions apply:

Credible allegation of fraud. A credible
allegation of fraud is an allegation
from any source, including but not lim-
ited to the following:

(1) Fraud hotline complaints.

(2) Claims data mining.

(3) Patterns identified through pro-
vider audits, civil false claims cases,
and law enforcement investigations.
Allegations are considered to be cred-
ible when they have indicia of reli-
ability.

Medicare contractor. Unless the con-
text otherwise requires, includes, but is
not limited to the any of following:

(1) A fiscal intermediary.

(2) A carrier.

(3) Program safeguard contractor.

(4) Zone program integrity con-
tractor.

(5) Part A/Part B Medicare adminis-
trative contractor.

Offset. The recovery by Medicare of a
non-Medicare debt by reducing present
or future Medicare payments and ap-
plying the amount withheld to the in-
debtedness. (Examples are Public
Health Service debts or Medicaid debts
recovered by CMS).

Recoupment. The recovery by Medi-
care of any outstanding Medicare debt
by reducing present or future Medicare
payments and applying the amount
withheld to the indebtedness.

Resolution of an investigation. An in-
vestigation of credible allegations of
fraud will be considered resolved when
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legal action is terminated by settle-
ment, judgment, or dismissal, or when
the case is closed or dropped because of
insufficient evidence to support the al-
legations of fraud.

Suspension of payment. The with-
holding of payment by a Medicare con-
tractor from a provider or supplier of
an approved Medicare payment amount
before a determination of the amount
of the overpayment exists, or until the
resolution of an investigation of a cred-
ible allegation of fraud.

(b) For purposes of §§405.378 and
405.379, the following terms apply:

Appellant means the beneficiary, as-
signee or other person or entity that
has filed and pursued an appeal con-
cerning a particular initial determina-
tion. Designation as an appellant does
not in itself convey standing to appeal
the determination in question.

Fiscal intermediary means an organi-
zation that has entered into a contract
with CMS in accordance with section
1816 of the Act and is authorized to
make determinations and payments for
Part A of title XVIII of the Act, and
Part B provider services as specified in
§421.5(c) of this chapter.

Medicare Appeals Council means the
council within the Departmental Ap-
peals Board of the U.S. Department of
Health and Human Services.

Medicare contractor, unless the con-
text otherwise requires, includes, but is
not limited to, a fiscal intermediary,
carrier, recovery audit contractor, and
Medicare administrative contractor.

Party means an individual or entity
listed in §405.906 that has standing to
appeal an initial determination and/or
a subsequent administrative appeal de-
termination.

Qualified Independent Contractor (QIC)
Qualified Independent Contractor (QIC)
means an entity which contracts with
the Secretary in accordance with sec-
tion 1869 of the Act to perform recon-
siderations under §405.960 through
§405.978.

Remand means to vacate a lower level
appeal decision, or a portion of the de-
cision, and return the case, or a por-
tion of the case, to that level for a new
decision.
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