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(b) Coverage and payment: General 
rule. The following entities are respon-
sible for coverage and payment of 
emergency services and 
poststabilization care services. 

(1) The MCO, PIHP, or PAHP. 
(2) The PCCM that has a risk con-

tract that covers these services. 
(3) The State, in the case of a PCCM 

that has a fee-for-service contract. 
(c) Coverage and payment: Emergency 

services—(1) The entities identified in 
paragraph (b) of this section— 

(i) Must cover and pay for emergency 
services regardless of whether the pro-
vider that furnishes the services has a 
contract with the MCO, PIHP, PAHP, 
or PCCM; and 

(ii) May not deny payment for treat-
ment obtained under either of the fol-
lowing circumstances: 

(A) An enrollee had an emergency 
medical condition, including cases in 
which the absence of immediate med-
ical attention would not have had the 
outcomes specified in paragraphs (1), 
(2), and (3) of the definition of emer-
gency medical condition in paragraph (a) 
of this section. 

(B) A representative of the MCO, 
PIHP, PAHP, or PCCM instructs the 
enrollee to seek emergency services. 

(2) A PCCM must— 
(i) Allow enrollees to obtain emer-

gency services outside the primary 
care case management system regard-
less of whether the case manager re-
ferred the enrollee to the provider that 
furnishes the services; and 

(ii) Pay for the services if the man-
ager’s contract is a risk contract that 
covers those services. 

(d) Additional rules for emergency serv-
ices. (1) The entities specified in para-
graph (b) of this section may not— 

(i) Limit what constitutes an emer-
gency medical condition with reference 
to paragraph (a) of this section, on the 
basis of lists of diagnoses or symptoms; 
and 

(ii) Refuse to cover emergency serv-
ices based on the emergency room pro-
vider, hospital, or fiscal agent not noti-
fying the enrollee’s primary care pro-
vider, MCO, PIHP, PAHP or applicable 
State entity of the enrollee’s screening 
and treatment within 10 calendar days 
of presentation for emergency services. 

(2) An enrollee who has an emergency 
medical condition may not be held lia-
ble for payment of subsequent screen-
ing and treatment needed to diagnose 
the specific condition or stabilize the 
patient. 

(3) The attending emergency physi-
cian, or the provider actually treating 
the enrollee, is responsible for deter-
mining when the enrollee is suffi-
ciently stabilized for transfer or dis-
charge, and that determination is bind-
ing on the entities identified in para-
graph (b) of this section as responsible 
for coverage and payment. 

(e) Coverage and payment: 
Poststabilization care services. 
Poststabilization care services are cov-
ered and paid for in accordance with 
provisions set forth at § 422.113(c) of 
this chapter. In applying those provi-
sions, reference to ‘‘M+C organization’’ 
must be read as reference to the enti-
ties responsible for Medicaid payment, 
as specified in paragraph (b) of this sec-
tion. 

(f) Applicability to PIHPs and PAHPs. 
To the extent that services required to 
treat an emergency medical condition 
fall within the scope of the services for 
which the PIHP or PAHP is respon-
sible, the rules under this section 
apply. 

[67 FR 41095, June 14, 2002; 67 FR 65505, Oct. 
25, 2002] 

§ 438.116 Solvency standards. 

(a) Requirement for assurances (1) Each 
MCO, PIHP, and PAHP that is not a 
Federally qualified HMO (as defined in 
section 1310 of the Public Health Serv-
ice Act) must provide assurances satis-
factory to the State showing that its 
provision against the risk of insolvency 
is adequate to ensure that its Medicaid 
enrollees will not be liable for the 
MCO’s, PIHP’s, or PAHP’s debts if the 
entity becomes insolvent. 

(2) Federally qualified HMOs, as de-
fined in section 1310 of the Public 
Health Service Act, are exempt from 
this requirement. 

(b) Other requirements—(1) General 
rule. Except as provided in paragraph 
(b)(2) of this section, an MCO or PIHP, 
must meet the solvency standards es-
tablished by the State for private 
health maintenance organizations, or 
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be licensed or certified by the State as 
a risk-bearing entity. 

(2) Exception. Paragraph (b)(1) of this 
section does not apply to an MCO or 
PIHP, that meets any of the following 
conditions: 

(i) Does not provide both inpatient 
hospital services and physician serv-
ices. 

(ii) Is a public entity. 
(iii) Is (or is controlled by) one or 

more Federally qualified health cen-
ters and meets the solvency standards 
established by the State for those cen-
ters. 

(iv) Has its solvency guaranteed by 
the State. 

[67 FR 41095, June 14, 2002; 67 FR 65505, Oct. 
25, 2002] 

Subpart D—Quality Assessment 
and Performance Improvement 

§ 438.200 Scope. 
This subpart implements section 

1932(c)(1) of the Act and sets forth spec-
ifications for quality assessment and 
performance improvement strategies 
that States must implement to ensure 
the delivery of quality health care by 
all MCOs, PIHPs, and PAHPs. It also 
establishes standards that States, 
MCOs, PIHPs, and PAHPs must meet. 

§ 438.202 State responsibilities. 
Each State contracting with an MCO 

or PIHP must do the following: 
(a) Have a written strategy for as-

sessing and improving the quality of 
managed care services offered by all 
MCOs and PIHPs. 

(b) Obtain the input of recipients and 
other stakeholders in the development 
of the strategy and make the strategy 
available for public comment before 
adopting it in final. 

(c) Ensure that MCOs, PIHPs, and 
PAHPs comply with standards estab-
lished by the State, consistent with 
this subpart. 

(d) Conduct periodic reviews to 
evaluate the effectiveness of the strat-
egy, and update the strategy periodi-
cally, as needed. 

(e) Submit to CMS the following: 
(1) A copy of the initial strategy, and 

a copy of the revised strategy whenever 
significant changes are made. 

(2) Regular reports on the implemen-
tation and effectiveness of the strat-
egy. 

§ 438.204 Elements of State quality 
strategies. 

At a minimum, State strategies must 
include the following: 

(a) The MCO and PIHP contract pro-
visions that incorporate the standards 
specified in this subpart. 

(b) Procedures that— 
(1) Assess the quality and appro-

priateness of care and services fur-
nished to all Medicaid enrollees under 
the MCO and PIHP contracts, and to 
individuals with special health care 
needs. 

(2) Identify the race, ethnicity, and 
primary language spoken of each Med-
icaid enrollee. States must provide this 
information to the MCO and PIHP for 
each Medicaid enrollee at the time of 
enrollment. 

(3) Regularly monitor and evaluate 
the MCO and PIHP compliance with 
the standards. 

(c) For MCOs and PIHPs, any na-
tional performance measures and levels 
that may be identified and developed 
by CMS in consultation with States 
and other relevant stakeholders. 

(d) Arrangements for annual, exter-
nal independent reviews of the quality 
outcomes and timeliness of, and access 
to, the services covered under each 
MCO and PIHP contract. 

(e) For MCOs, appropriate use of in-
termediate sanctions that, at a min-
imum, meet the requirements of sub-
part I of this part. 

(f) An information system that sup-
ports initial and ongoing operation and 
review of the State’s quality strategy. 

(g) Standards, at least as stringent as 
those in the following sections of this 
subpart, for access to care, structure 
and operations, and quality measure-
ment and improvement. 

ACCESS STANDARDS 

§ 438.206 Availability of services. 

(a) Basic rule. Each State must en-
sure that all services covered under the 
State plan are available and accessible 
to enrollees of MCOs, PIHPs, and 
PAHPs. 
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