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PART 19—WILDERNESS 
PRESERVATION 

Subpart A—National Wilderness 
Preservation System 

Sec. 
19.1 Scope and purpose. 
19.2 Definitions. 
19.3 Reviews of roadless areas and roadless 

islands. 
19.4 Liaison with other governmental agen-

cies and submission of views by inter-
ested persons. 

19.5 Hearing procedures. 
19.6 Regulations respecting administration 

and uses of wilderness areas under juris-
diction of the Secretary. 

19.7 Private contributions and gifts. 
19.8 Prospecting, mineral locations, mineral 

patents, and mineral leasing within Na-
tional Forest Wilderness. 

Subpart B [Reserved] 

AUTHORITY: 78 Stat. 890, R.S. 2478; 16 U.S.C. 
1131–1136, 43 U.S.C. 1201. 

SOURCE: Circ. 2203, 31 FR 3011, Feb. 22, 1966, 
unless otherwise noted. 

Subpart A—National Wilderness 
Preservation System 

§ 19.1 Scope and purpose. 
This subpart sets forth sections deal-

ings with the administration by the 
Department of the Interior of certain 
provisions of the Wilderness Act (78 
Stat. 890; 16 U.S.C. 1131–1136). 

§ 19.2 Definitions. 
As used in this subpart the term: 
(a) National Forest Wilderness means 

an area or part of an area of national 
forest lands designated by the Wilder-
ness Act or by a subsequent act of Con-
gress as a wilderness area. 

(b) National Park System means all 
federally owned or controlled areas ad-
ministered by the Secretary through 
the National Park Service. 

(c) National Wilderness Preservation 
System means the Federally owned 
areas designated by the Wilderness Act 
or subsequent acts of Congress as wil-
derness areas. 

(d) National Wildlife Refuge System 
means those lands and waters adminis-
tered by the Secretary as wildlife ref-
uges, wildlife ranges, game ranges, 
wildlife management areas, and water-

fowl production areas established 
under any statute, proclamation, exec-
utive order, or public land order. 

(e) Roadless area means a reasonably 
compact area of undeveloped Federal 
land which possesses the general char-
acteristics of a wilderness and within 
which there is no improved road that is 
suitable for public travel by means of 
four-wheeled, motorized vehicles in-
tended primarily for highway use. 

(f) Roadless island means a roadless 
area that is surrounded by permanent 
waters or that is markedly distin-
guished from surrounding lands by top-
ographical or ecological features such 
as precipices, canyons, thickets, or 
swamps. 

(g) Secretary means the Secretary of 
the Interior or an official of the De-
partment of the Interior who exercises 
authority delegated by the Secretary 
of the Interior. 

(h) Wilderness means a wilderness as 
defined in section 2(c) of the Wilderness 
Act. 

§ 19.3 Reviews of roadless areas and 
roadless islands. 

(a) The Secretary is required by sec-
tion 3(c) of the Wilderness Act to re-
view every roadless area of 5,000 contig-
uous acres or more in each unit of the 
National Park System and every 
roadless area of 5,000 contiguous acres 
or more and every roadless island in 
the national wildlife refuges and game 
ranges of the National Wildlife Refuge 
System, which was under the super-
vision of the Secretary on September 3, 
1964. The Secretary is further required 
to recommend to the President wheth-
er each such area and island is suitable 
or not suitable for preservation as wil-
derness. Reports and recommendations 
must be submitted by the Secretary in 
time to permit the President to advise 
the Congress of his recommendations 
thereon: 

(1) Covering not less than one-third 
of such areas and islands by September 
3, 1967; 

(2) Covering not less than an addi-
tional one-third by not later than Sep-
tember 3, 1971; and 

(3) Covering the remainder by not 
later than September 3, 1974. 

(b) The primary objective of the De-
partment of the Interior’s review of 
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roadless areas and roadless islands pur-
suant to section 3(c) of the Wilderness 
Act and the regulations of this part 
shall be to identify and recommend for 
preservation as wilderness, by inclu-
sion in the National Wilderness Preser-
vation System, those areas which, 
after consideration of all relevant fac-
tors, it is concluded will achieve the 
policy of the Congress, as expressed in 
section 2(a) of the Wilderness Act. 

(c) Nothing in the sections of this 
part shall, by implication or otherwise, 
be construed to lessen the authority of 
the Secretary with respect to the 
maintenance of roadless areas within 
units of the National Park System or 
the maintenance of roadless areas and 
islands within units of the National 
Wildlife Refuge System. 

§ 19.4 Liaison with other governmental 
agencies and submission of views 
by interested persons. 

(a) When a review is initiated under 
the provisions of section 3(c) of the 
Wilderness Act and the sections of this 
part, arrangements shall be made for 
appropriate consideration of problems 
of mutual concern with other Federal 
agencies and with regional, State, and 
local governmental agencies. 

(b) Any person desiring to submit 
recommendations as to the suitability 
or nonsuitability for preservation as 
wilderness of any roadless area in any 
unit of the National Park System, or of 
any such area or any roadless island in 
any unit of the National Wildlife Ref-
uge System, may submit such rec-
ommendations at any time to the su-
perintendent or manager in charge of 
the unit. Such recommendations will 
be accorded careful consideration and 
shall be forwarded with the report of 
review to the Office of the Secretary. 

§ 19.5 Hearing procedures. 
(a) Before any recommendation of 

the Secretary concerning the suit-
ability or nonsuitability of any 
roadless area or island for preservation 
as wilderness is submitted to the Presi-
dent, a public hearing or hearings shall 
be held thereon at a location or loca-
tions convenient to the area or areas 
affected. If the lands involved are lo-
cated in more than one State, at least 
one such hearing shall be held in each 

State. At least 30 days before the date 
of any such hearing, public notice 
thereof shall be published in the FED-
ERAL REGISTER and in newspapers of 
general circulation in the area. The 
public notice shall contain or make 
reference to a map of the lands in-
volved and a definition of boundaries 
and a statement of the action proposed 
to be taken by the Secretary thereon. 

(1) Any hearing held under this sec-
tion shall be presided over by a hearing 
officer designated by the Secretary. 

(2) Any person may present testi-
mony at the hearing orally or in writ-
ing, or both, by notification to the 
hearing officer in accordance with the 
published notice of the hearing. Wit-
nesses shall not be subjected to cross- 
examination but the hearing officer 
may invite responses by witnesses to 
questions he may ask for the purpose 
of clarifying the testimony presented. 

(3) The witnesses shall not be sworn, 
but statements made by them orally or 
in writing are subject to the provisions 
of 18 U.S.C. 1001, which makes it a 
crime for any person knowingly and 
willfully to make to any agency of the 
United States any false, fictitious, or 
fraudulent statement as to any matter 
within its jurisdiction. 

(4) A verbatim record of the hearing 
shall be kept. 

(5) The hearing officer may be in-
structed by the Secretary to prepare 
and submit a recommendation con-
cerning the suitability or nonsuit-
ability of the area or areas for preser-
vation as wilderness. 

(6) A copy of the transcript of the 
hearing record, and of any rec-
ommendation made by the hearing offi-
cer as a result thereof, shall, during 
the pendency of the subject matter, be 
maintained for public examination (i) 
in an office of the Department of the 
Interior convenient to the area or 
areas affected and (ii) in the head-
quarters office of the Department in 
Washington, DC. 

(7) The Secretary reserves the right 
at all times to consider information 
available to his office from any source 
not limited to the record of the public 
hearing or hearings, in the further con-
sideration of proposed recommenda-
tions concerning the suitability or the 
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nonsuitability of the area or areas for 
preservation as wilderness. 

(b) At least 30 days before the date of 
any such public hearing, the hearing 
officer shall advise the Governor of 
each State and the governing board of 
each county, or in Alaska the borough, 
in which the lands are located, and the 
other Federal departments and agen-
cies concerned, and invite such offi-
cials and agencies to submit their 
views at the hearing. The Governor, 
the governing board, and the other 
Federal agencies may also submit 
views following the hearing but such 
views must be received in the Office of 
the Secretary by no later than 30 days 
following the date of the hearing to as-
sure that they will receive consider-
ation. 

(c) Any public views received pursu-
ant to the provisions of this section 
will be accorded careful consideration 
and a summary thereof shall be for-
warded with the recommendations of 
the Secretary to the President with re-
spect to the area under consideration. 

[31 FR 3011, Feb. 22, 1966, as amended at 37 
FR 16079, Aug. 10, 1972] 

§ 19.6 Regulations respecting adminis-
tration and uses of wilderness areas 
under jurisdiction of the Secretary. 

Regulations respecting administra-
tion and use of areas under the juris-
diction of the Secretary which may be 
designated as wilderness areas by stat-
ute shall be developed with a view to 
protecting such areas and preserving 
their wilderness character for the use 
and enjoyment of the American people 
in such manner as will leave them 
unimpaired for future use and enjoy-
ment as wilderness, with inconsistent 
uses held to a minimum. 

§ 19.7 Private contributions and gifts. 
(a) The Secretary is authorized by 

section 6(b) of the Wilderness Act to 
accept on behalf of the United States 
private contributions and gifts to be 
used to further the purposes of the act. 
The Secretary, under the authorization 
of section 6(b), may accept on behalf of 
the United States any sums of money, 
marketable securities or other per-
sonal property (but not real property) 
to be used for such things as expediting 
reviews of roadless areas and islands 

under his jurisdiction, expediting min-
eral resource surveys of National For-
est Wilderness, or fostering public in-
formation and research related to wil-
derness preservation. 

(b) Anyone desiring to make a con-
tribution or gift under the provisions 
of this section may submit an offer to 
the Secretary of the Interior, Wash-
ington, DC 20240, stating the amount of 
money or describing the securities or 
other personal property involved. If the 
offer involves property other than 
cash, the statement should set forth 
that the offeror is the owner of the 
property free and clear of all encum-
brances and adverse claims. The offeror 
may specify a particular purpose for 
which the offer is made, but the Sec-
retary may in his discretion reject any 
offer entailing purposes, terms, or con-
ditions unacceptable to him. 

(c) Sums of money and marketable 
securities received under this section 
that are not otherwise restricted and 
are allocated to furthering the pur-
poses of the Wilderness Act as it re-
lates to lands within the National Park 
System shall be transferred to a special 
account in the National Park Trust 
Fund and shall be administered in ac-
cordance with the provisions of 36 CFR 
part 9. 

(d) Offers of gifts of land to promote 
the purposes of a grazing district or fa-
cilitate administration of public lands, 
including preservation and manage-
ment of wilderness, values, may be ten-
dered to the Secretary under the provi-
sions of section 8(a) of the Taylor Graz-
ing Act of June 28, 1934 (48 Stat. 1272) 
as amended (43 U.S.C. 315g). Offers of 
gifts of land or interests in land to fa-
cilitate administration or contribute 
to improvement, management, use, or 
protection of public lands and their re-
sources, including the preservation and 
management of wilderness values, may 
be tendered to the Secretary under the 
provisions of section 103(a) of the Pub-
lic Land Administration Act of July 14 
1960 (74 Stat. 506: 43 U.S.C. 1364). Per-
sons desiring to make such offers 
should follow the procedures estab-
lished by 43 CFR subpart 2111. 

(e) Under the provisions of the Act of 
June 5, 1920 (41 Stat. 917; 16 U.S.C. 6), 
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the Secretary is authorized, in his dis-
cretion, to accept donations of pat-
ented lands, rights-of-way over pat-
ented lands or other lands, buildings, 
or other property within the various 
national parks and national monu-
ments for the purposes of the National 
Park System. Persons desiring to offer 
lands, rights-of-way, or buildings under 
the provisions of the Act of June 5, 
1920, should make inquiry of the super-
intendent of the national park or 
monument within which the property 
is located. 

§ 19.8 Prospecting, mineral locations, 
mineral patents, and mineral leas-
ing within National Forest Wilder-
ness. 

Regulations issued under the provi-
sions of the Wilderness Act pertaining 
to prospecting, mineral locations, min-
eral patents, and mineral leasing with-
in National Forest Wilderness are con-
tained in parts 3327 and 3638 of sub-
chapter C of chapter II of this title. 

EDITORIAL NOTE: See Redesignation Table 
No. 2 of 43 CFR, which appears in Volume II 
of the List of CFR Sections Affected, 1964– 
1972, for the appropriate sections to former 
parts 3327 and 3638. 

Subpart B [Reserved] 

PART 20—EMPLOYEE 
RESPONSIBILITIES AND CONDUCT 

Sec. 
20.101 Cross-references to ethical conduct, 

financial disclosure and other applicable 
regulations. 

20.102 Definitions. 
20.103 Employee responsibilities. 

Subpart B—Department Ethics Program 

20.201 Ethics officials. 
20.202 Ethics program responsibilities. 
20.203 Exclusion from confidential financial 

disclosure requirement for certain spe-
cial Government employees. 

Subpart C—Acceptance and Payment of 
Travel and Related Expenses 

20.301 General policy. 

20.302 Exclusions. 

Subpart D—Special Provisions Governing 
Financial and Other Outside Interests 
of Certain Employees of the Depart-
ment 

20.401 Interests in Federal lands. 
20.402 Interests in underground or surface 

coal mining operations. 
20.403 Certificates of disclaimer. 

Subpart E—Other Employee Conduct 
Provisions 

20.501 General policy. 
20.502 Conformance with policy and subordi-

nation to authority. 
20.503 Scope of authority. 
20.504 Selling or soliciting. 
20.505 Habitual use of intoxicants. 
20.506 Appropriations, legislation and lob-

bying. 
20.507 Unlawful organizations. 
20.508 Notary. 
20.509 Penalty mail and official stationery. 
20.510 Fraud or false statements in a Gov-

ernment matter. 
20.511 Carrying of firearms. 
20.512 Labor practices. 

Subpart F—Disciplinary and Remedial 
Actions 

20.601 General. 
20.602 Remedial action. 
20.603 Appealing an order for remedial ac-

tion. 

AUTHORITY: 5 U.S.C. 301, 7301; 5 U.S.C. App. 
(Reorganization Plan No. 3 of 1950); 30 U.S.C. 
1211; 43 U.S.C. 11, 31(a); 5 CFR 2634.903, 
2634.905. 

SOURCE: 62 FR 53720, Oct. 16, 1997, unless 
otherwise noted. 

Subpart A—General Provisions 

§ 20.101 Cross-references to ethical 
conduct, financial disclosure and 
other applicable regulations. 

In addition to the rules in this part, 
employees of the Department of the In-
terior also should refer to the Stand-
ards of Ethical Conduct for Employees 
of the Executive Branch, at 5 CFR part 
2635; the Department’s regulations that 
supplement those executive branch- 
wide standards at 5 CFR part 3501; the 
employee responsibilities and conduct 
regulations at 5 CFR part 735; and the 
executive branch financial disclosure 
regulations at 5 CFR part 2634. 
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