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43 CFR Ch. II (10–1–11 Edition) § 2720.0–2 

conveyance of mineral interests owned 
by the United States where the surface 
is or will be in non-Federal ownership. 

§ 2720.0–2 Objectives. 
The objective is to allow consolida-

tion of surface and subsurface or min-
eral ownership where there are no 
known mineral values or in those in-
stances where the reservation inter-
feres with or precludes appropriate 
non-mineral development and such de-
velopment is a more beneficial use of 
the land than the mineral develop-
ment. 

§ 2720.0–3 Authority. 
(a) Section 209(b) of the Federal Land 

Policy and Management Act of 1976, 43 
U.S.C. 1719(b), authorizes the Secretary 
of the Interior to convey mineral inter-
ests owned by the United States where 
the surface is or will be in non-Federal 
ownership, if certain specific condi-
tions are met. 

(b) Section 310 of the Federal Land 
Policy and Management Act of 1976, 43 
U.S.C. 1740, authorizes the Secretary of 
the Interior to promulgate rules and 
regulations to carry out the purposes 
of the Act. 

§ 2720.0–5 Definitions. 
As used in this subpart, the term: 
(a) Prospective record owner means a 

person who has a contract or other 
agreement to purchase a tract of land 
that is in non-Federal ownership with a 
reservation of minerals in the United 
States, or a person who is purchasing a 
tract of land under the provisions of 
the Federal Land Policy and Manage-
ment Act of 1976 or other laws author-
izing the conveyance of Federal lands 
subject to the reservation of a mineral 
interest. 

(b) Known mineral values means min-
eral rights in lands containing geologic 
formations that are valuable in the 
monetary sense for exploring, devel-
oping, or producing natural mineral de-
posits. The presence of such mineral 
deposits with potential for mineral de-
velopment may be known because of 
previous exploration, or may be in-
ferred based on geologic information. 

(c) Authorized officer means any em-
ployee of the Bureau of Land Manage-
ment to whom has been delegated the 

authority to perform the duties de-
scribed in this part. 

(d) Proof of ownership means evi-
dence of title acceptable in local realty 
practice by attorneys and title exam-
iners and may include a current title 
attorney’s opinon, based on a current 
abstract of title prepared by a bonded 
title insurance or title abstract com-
pany doing business in the locale where 
the lands are located. 

[44 FR 1342, Jan. 4, 1979, as amended at 51 FR 
9657, Mar. 20, 1986; 60 FR 12711, Mar. 8, 1995] 

§ 2720.0–6 Policy. 
As required by the Federal Land Pol-

icy and Management Act, the Bureau 
of Land Management may convey a 
federally owned mineral interest only 
when the authorized officer determines 
that it has no known mineral value, or 
that the mineral reservation is inter-
fering with or precluding appropriate 
nonmineral development of the lands 
and that nonmineral development is a 
more beneficial use than mineral devel-
opment. Allegation, hypothesis or spec-
ulation that such conditions could or 
may exist at some future time shall 
not be sufficient basis for conveyance. 
Failure to establish by convincing fac-
tual evidence that the requisite condi-
tions of interference or preclusion pres-
ently exist, and that nonmineral devel-
opment is a more beneficial use, shall 
result in the rejection of an applica-
tion. 

[51 FR 9657, Mar. 20, 1986, as amended at 60 
FR 12711, Mar. 8, 1995] 

§ 2720.0–9 Information collection. 
(a) The Office of Management and 

Budget has approved under 44 U.S.C. 
3507 the information collection require-
ments contained in part 2720 and as-
signed clearance number 1004–0153. The 
Bureau of Land Management is col-
lecting the information to permit the 
authorized officer to determine wheth-
er the Bureau of Land Management 
should dispose of Federally-owned min-
eral interests. The Bureau of Land 
Management will use the information 
collected to make these determina-
tions. A response is required to obtain 
a benefit. 

(b) The Bureau of Land Management 
estimates the public reporting burden 
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