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interest of conservation to suspend op-
erations and production. 

(b) The BLM may order a suspension 
of operations and production if the sus-
pension is necessary to protect the re-
source or the environment: 

(1) While the BLM performs nec-
essary environmental studies or anal-
ysis; 

(2) To ensure that necessary environ-
mental remediation or cleanup is being 
performed as a result of activity or in-
activity on the part of the operator; or 

(3) While necessary environmental 
remediation or cleanup is being per-
formed as a result of unwarranted or 
unexpected actions. 

(c) The term of any lease will be ex-
tended by adding thereto any period of 
suspension of operations and produc-
tion during such term. 

(d) A suspension will take effect on 
the date the BLM specifies. Rental, up-
coming diligent development mile-
stones, and minimum annual produc-
tion will be suspended: 

(1) During any period of suspension of 
operations and production beginning 
with the first day of the lease month 
on which the suspension of operations 
and production is effective; or 

(2) If the suspension of operations 
and production is effective on any date 
other than the first day of a lease 
month, beginning with the first day of 
the lease month following such effec-
tive date. 

(e) The suspension of rental and min-
imum annual production will end on 
the first day of the lease month in 
which the suspension ends. 

(f) The minimum annual production 
requirements of a lease will be propor-
tionately reduced for that portion of a 
lease year for which a suspension of op-
erations and production is directed or 
granted by the BLM, as would any pay-
ments in lieu of production. 

§ 3931.40 Exploration. 
To conduct exploration operations 

under an exploration license or on a 
lease after lease issuance, but prior to 
approval of the POD, the following 
rules apply: 

(a) Except for casual use, before con-
ducting any exploration operations on 
federally-leased or federally-licensed 
lands, the operator or lessee must sub-

mit to the proper BLM office for ap-
proval 3 copies of the exploration plan 
or a copy of the plan in an acceptable 
electronic format. Contact the proper 
BLM office for detailed information on 
submitting copies electronically. As 
used in this paragraph, casual use 
means activities that do not cause ap-
preciable surface disturbance or dam-
age to lands or other resources and im-
provements. Casual use does not in-
clude use of heavy equipment, explo-
sives, or vehicular movement off estab-
lished roads and trails. 

(b) The exploration activities must 
be consistent with the requirements of 
the underlying Federal lease or explo-
ration license, and address protection 
of recoverable oil shale reserves and 
other resources and reclamation of the 
surface of the lands affected by the ex-
ploration operations. The exploration 
plan must meet the requirements of 
§ 3931.20 and must show how reclama-
tion will be an integral part of the pro-
posed operations and that reclamation 
will progress as contemporaneously as 
practicable with operations. 

§ 3931.41 Content of exploration plan. 
Exploration plans must contain the 

following: 
(a) The name, address, and telephone 

number of the applicant, and, if appli-
cable, that of the operator or lessee of 
record; 

(b) The name, address, and telephone 
number of the representative of the ap-
plicant who will be present during, and 
responsible for, conducting explo-
ration; 

(c) A description of the proposed ex-
ploration area, cross-referenced to the 
map required under paragraph (h) of 
this section, including: 

(1) Applicable Federal lease and ex-
ploration license serial numbers; 

(2) Surface topography; 
(3) Geologic, surface water, and other 

physical features; 
(4) Vegetative cover; 
(5) Endangered or threatened species 

listed under the Endangered Species 
Act of 1973 (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.) that 
may be affected by exploration oper-
ations; 

(6) Districts, sites, buildings, struc-
tures, or objects listed on, or eligible 
for listing on, the National Register of 
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Historic Places that may be present in 
the lease area; and 

(7) Known cultural or archaeological 
resources located within the proposed 
exploration area; 

(d) A description of the methods to be 
used to conduct oil shale exploration, 
reclamation, and abandonment of oper-
ations including, but not limited to: 

(1) The types, sizes, numbers, capac-
ity, and uses of equipment for drilling 
and blasting, and road or other access 
route construction; 

(2) Excavated earth-disposal or de-
bris-disposal activities; 

(3) The proposed method for plugging 
drill holes; and 

(4) The estimated size and depth of 
drill holes, trenches, and test pits; 

(e) An estimated timetable for con-
ducting and completing each phase of 
the exploration, drilling, and reclama-
tion; 

(f) The estimated amounts of oil 
shale or oil shale products to be re-
moved during exploration, a descrip-
tion of the method to be used to deter-
mine those amounts, and the proposed 
use of the oil shale or oil shale prod-
ucts removed; 

(g) A description of the measures to 
be used during exploration for Federal 
oil shale to comply with the perform-
ance standards for exploration 
(§§ 3930.10 and 3930.11); 

(h) A map at a scale of 1:24,000 or 
larger showing the areas of land to be 
affected by the proposed exploration 
and reclamation. The map must show: 

(1) Existing roads, occupied dwell-
ings, and pipelines; 

(2) The proposed location of trenches, 
roads, and other access routes and 
structures to be constructed; 

(3) Applicable Federal lease and ex-
ploration license boundaries; 

(4) The location of land excavations 
to be conducted; 

(5) Oil shale exploratory holes to be 
drilled or altered; 

(6) Earth-disposal or debris-disposal 
areas; 

(7) Existing bodies of surface water; 
and 

(8) Topographic and drainage fea-
tures; and 

(i) The name and address of the 
owner of record of the surface land, if 
other than the United States. If the 

surface is owned by a person other than 
the applicant or if the Federal oil shale 
is leased to a person other than the ap-
plicant, include evidence of authority 
to enter that land for the purpose of 
conducting exploration and reclama-
tion. 

§ 3931.50 Exploration plan and plan of 
development modifications. 

(a) The operator or lessee may apply 
in writing to the BLM for modification 
of the approved exploration plan or 
POD to adjust to changed conditions, 
new information, improved methods, 
and new or improved technology or to 
correct an oversight. To obtain ap-
proval of an exploration plan or POD 
modification, the operator or lessee 
must submit to the proper BLM office 
a written statement of the proposed 
modification and the justification for 
such modification. 

(b) The BLM may require a modifica-
tion of the approved exploration plan 
or POD. 

(c) The BLM may approve a partial 
exploration plan or POD, if cir-
cumstances warrant, or if development 
of an exploration or POD for the entire 
operation is dependent upon unknown 
factors that cannot or will not be de-
termined until operations progress. 
The operator or lessee must not, how-
ever, perform any operation not cov-
ered in a BLM-approved plan. 

§ 3931.60 Maps of underground and 
surface mine workings and in situ 
surface operations. 

Maps of underground workings and 
surface operations must be to a scale of 
1:24,000 or larger if the BLM requests 
it. All maps must be appropriately 
marked with reference to government 
land marks or lines and elevations with 
reference to sea level. When required 
by the BLM, include vertical projec-
tions and cross sections in plan views. 
Maps must be based on accurate sur-
veys and certified by a professional en-
gineer, professional land surveyor, or 
other professionally qualified person. 
Accurate copies of such maps must be 
furnished by the operator to the BLM 
when and as required. All maps sub-
mitted must be in a format acceptable 
to the BLM. Contact the proper BLM 
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