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Other Relative of Child by Birth or Mar-
riage—A relative through the birth parents
by blood or marriage.

Foster Parent of Child—Child was placed
in a non-relative foster family home with a
family which later adopted him or her. The
initial placement could have been for the
purpose of adoption or for the purpose of fos-
ter care.

Non-Relative—Adoptive parent fits into
none of the categories above.

VII. Placement Information

A. Child Was Placed From: Indicate the lo-
cation of the individual or agency that had
custody or responsibility for the child at the
time of initiation of adoption proceedings.

Within State—Responsibility for the child
resided with an individual or agency within
the State filing the report.

Another State—Responsibility for the
child resided with an individual or agency in
another State or territory of the United
States.

Another Country—Immediately prior to
the adoptive placement, the child was resid-
ing in another country and was not a citizen
of the United States.

B. Child Was Placed By: Indicate the indi-
vidual or agency which placed the child for
adoption.

Public Agency—A unit of State or local
government.

Private Agency—A for-profit or non-profit
agency or institution.

Tribal Agency—A unit within one of the
Federally recognized Indian Tribes or Indian
Tribal Organizations.

Independent Person—A doctor, a lawyer or
some other individual.

Birth Parent—The parent(s) placed the
child directly with the Adoptive parent(s).

VIII. State/Federal Adoption Support

A. Is The Child Receiving a Monthly Sub-
sidy?

Enter “‘yes” if this child was adopted with
an adoption assistance agreement under
which regular subsidies (Federal or State)
are paid.

B. Monthly Amount—Indicate the monthly
amount of the subsidy. The amount of the
subsidy should be rounded to the nearest dol-
lar. Indicate ‘0’ if the subsidy includes only
benefits under titles XIX or XX of the Social
Security Act.

C. If VIII.LA is ““Yes,” is Child Receiving
Title IV-E Adoption Subsidy?

If VIII.LA is ‘‘yes,” indicate whether the
subsidy is claimed by the State for reim-
bursement under title IV-E. Do not include
title IV-E non-recurring costs in this item.

[68 FR 67929, Dec. 22, 1993; 59 FR 42520, Aug.
18, 1994; 65 FR 4084, Jan. 25, 2000]

45 CFR Ch. XIII (10-1-11 Edition)

APPENDIX C TO PART 1355—ELECTRONIC
DATA TRANSMISSION FORMAT

All AFCARS data to be sent from State
agencies/Indian Tribes to the Department
are to be in electronic form. In order to meet
this general specification, the Department
will offer as much flexibility as possible.
Technical assistance will be provided to ne-
gotiate a method of transmission best suited
to the States’ environment.

There will be four semi-annual electronic
data transmissions from the States to the
Administration for Children and Families
(ACF). The Summary Submission File, one
each for Foster Care and Adoption, and the
Detail Submission File, one each for Foster
Care and Adoption. The Summary File must
be transmitted first, followed immediately
by the Detail File. See appendix D for Foster
Care and Adoption Detail and Summary
record layout formats.

There are four methods for electronic data
exchange currently operating for other De-
partmental programs of a similar nature.
These methods are: (1) MITRON tape-to-tape
transfer, (2) mainframe-to-mainframe data
transfer, (3) personal computer (PC) to main-
frame data transmission using a data trans-
fer protocol, and (4) a personal computer to
personal computer protocol. A general de-
scription of these methods is provided below:

1. MITRON, Tape-to-Tape Data Transmission

In order to use the MITRON system, both
the sender and receiver must have MITRON
equipment (tape drive and main unit) and
software. The MITRON system is capable of
handling a large volume of data but is lim-
ited to one reel of tape per transmission ses-
sion. (If the data quantity exceeds one tape,
a header/trailer record must be placed on
each physical tape reel.) These are standard
2400 foot tapes, using standard labels. The
tape density is limited to the 1600 bits per
inch (bpi) specification.

2. Mainframe-to-Mainframe

The ACF has installed a mainframe-to-
mainframe data exchange system using the
Sterling Software data transfer package
called “SUPERTRACS.” This package will
allow data exchange between most computer
platforms (both mini and mainframe) and
the Department’s mainframe in a dial-up
mode. No additional software is needed by
the remote computer site beyond what the
Department will supply. This method has
proven effective for small to moderate
amounts (100 to 5,000 records) of data.

3. Electronic File Transfer Between PC and
Mainframe

This method uses the SIMPC software
package on the personal computer and the
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host mainframe. The software will be pro-
vided by the Department. This method is
best suited for small to moderate (100 to
5,000) records transmissions. The advantages
of Electronic File Transfer are the elimi-
nation of tapes and associated problems and
the advantage of automatic record checking
during the transmission session. If a State is
currently maintaining the AFCARS data on
a personal computer and is unable to
download and upload to its mainframe, Elec-
tronic File Transfer is an appropriate trans-
mission mechanism.

4. Personal Computer to Personal Computer

This method uses the SIMPC software
package on the sending personal computer
and the receiving personal computer. The
software will be provided by the Department.
This method is best suited for small to mod-
erate (100 to 5,000) records transmissions.
The advantages of Electronic File Transfer
are the elimination of tapes and associated
problems and the advantage of automatic
record checking during the transmission ses-
sion. If a State is currently maintaining the
AFCARS data on a personal computer, the
personal computer to personal computer
transfer is an appropriate transmission
mechanism.

In conjunction with Departmental staff,
State agencies and Indian Tribes should re-
view their resources and select the system
that will best suit their data transmission
needs. Over time, State agencies and Indian
Tribes can change their transmission meth-
ods, provided that proper notification is pro-
vided.

Regardless of the electronic data trans-
mission methodology selected, certain cri-
teria must be met by the State agencies and
Indian Tribes:

(1) Records must be written using ASCII
standard character format.

(2) All elements must be comprised of inte-
ger (numeric) value(s). Element character
length specifications refer to the maximum
number of numeric values permitted for that
element. See appendix D.

(3) All records must be a fixed length. The
Foster Care Detailed Data Elements Record
is 150 characters long and the Adoption De-
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tailed Data Elements Record is 72 characters
long. The Foster Care Summary Data Ele-
ments Record and the Adoption Summary
Data Elements Record are each 172 char-
acters long.

(4) All States and Indian Tribes must in-
form the Department, in writing, of the
method of transfer they intend to use.

[68 FR 67931, Dec. 22, 1993; 59 FR 42520, Aug.
18, 1994, as amended at 60 FR 40507, Aug. 9,
1995]

APPENDIX D TO PART 13556—FOSTER
CARE AND ADOPTION RECORD LAYOUTS

A. Foster Care

1. Foster Care Semi-Annual Detailed Data
Elements Record

a. The record will consist of 66 data
elements.

b. Data must be supplied for each of the
elements in accordance with these instruc-
tions:

(1) All data must be numeric. Enter the ap-
propriate value for each element.

(2) Enter date values in year, month and
day order (YYYYMMDD), e.g., 19991030 for
October 30, 1999, or year and month order
(YYYYMM), e.g., 199910 for October 1999.
Leave the element value blank if dates are
not applicable.

(3) For elements 8, 11-15, 26-40, 52, 54 and
59-65, which are ‘‘select all that apply’ ele-
ments, enter a ‘‘1”’ for each element that ap-
plies, enter a zero for non-applicable ele-
ments.

(4) Transaction Date—is a computer gen-
erated date indicating when the datum (Ele-
ments 21 or 55) is entered into the State’s
automated information system.

(5) Report the status of all children in fos-
ter care as of the last day of the reporting
period. Also, provide data for all children
who were discharged from foster care at any
time during the reporting period, or in the
previous reporting period, if not previously
reported.

c. Foster Care Semi-Annual Detailed Data
Elements Record Layout follows:

Element No.

Appendix A data element

No. of nu-
meric char-
acters

Data element description

State

Sex ...

Report period endlng date .......
Local Agency FIPS code (county or equwalent Junsdlctlon) ............
Record number
Date of most recent periodiC review ............ccccouveciiiincnicniienieens
Child’s date of birth .

— 0 0N T ON

Race.

Asian ..

American Indian or Alaska native

Black or African Amencan ........
Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander ........................................
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