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1 This is also codified in 33 CFR part 19. 

and recommendation, to the Com-
mandant. 

[CGD 82–002, 50 FR 32184, Aug. 9, 1985, as 
amended by USCG–2006–24371, 74 FR 11215, 
Mar. 16, 2009; USCG–2009–0702, 74 FR 49224, 
Sept. 25, 2009] 

§ 5.905 Commandant’s decision on ap-
plication. 

(a) The applicant’s letter and appli-
cation form, as well as the evaluation 
and recommendation, are referred to a 
special board appointed by the Com-
mandant. The board examines all the 
material submitted with the applica-
tion and such other information as 
may, in the judgment of the board, be 
considered appropriate. The board shall 
submit its findings and recommenda-
tion to the Commandant. 

(b) The Commandant shall determine 
whether or not a new credential or en-
dorsement will be issued. The applicant 
will be notified by letter of such deter-
mination. 

[CGD 82–002, 50 FR 32184, Aug. 9, 1985, as 
amended by USCG–2006–24371, 74 FR 11215, 
Mar. 16, 2009] 

PART 6—WAIVERS OF NAVIGATION 
AND VESSEL INSPECTION LAWS 
AND REGULATIONS 1 

Sec. 
6.01 Procedures for effecting individual 

waivers of navigation and vessel inspec-
tion laws and regulations. 

6.04 Vessels requisitioned by the United 
States for emergency evacuation. 

6.06 Vessels operated by or chartered to 
Military Sealift Command. 

6.07 Chronological record of seaman’s pre-
vious employment. 

AUTHORITY: Act Dec. 27, 1950, Ch. 1155, secs. 
1, 2, 64 Stat. 1120 (see 46 U.S.C. App. note 
prec. 1); Department of Homeland Security 
Delegation No. 0170.1. 

§ 6.01 Procedures for effecting indi-
vidual waivers of navigation and 
vessel inspection laws and regula-
tions. 

(a) It is hereby found necessary in 
the interest of national defense to 
waive compliance with the navigation 
and vessel inspection laws adminis-
tered by the Coast Guard, as well as 
the regulations issued thereunder and 

published in 33 CFR chapter I or in this 
chapter, to the extent and in the man-
ner and upon the terms and conditions 
as set forth in this section. 

(b) An application requesting that a 
waiver be made effective, with respect 
to a particular vessel, may be made by 
any authorized representative of an 
agency of the United States Govern-
ment or any other interested person 
(including the master, agent, or owner 
of the vessel involved). Except as pro-
vided in paragraph (d) of this section, 
the application shall be in writing. The 
application shall be delivered to the 
Coast Guard District Commander or to 
his designated representative at the 
port or place where the vessel is lo-
cated. In the case of a vessel in any for-
eign port or place, the application shall 
be made to the designated representa-
tive of the Commandant at such port 
or place, or if the Coast Guard has not 
established facilities in such port or 
place, to the nearest designated rep-
resentative of the Commandant at a 
port or place where such facilities have 
been established. Every application 
shall contain a statement of the par-
ticular provisions of law with respect 
to which waiver of compliance is re-
quested, a certification that the waiver 
of compliance with such laws with re-
spect to the vessel involved is nec-
essary in the interest of national de-
fense and, an outline of the facts upon 
which such certification is based. The 
Coast Guard District Commander (or 
his designated representative or the 
designated representative of the Com-
mandant, as the case may be) shall 
promptly examine every application 
for the purpose of determining whether 
the necessity for prompt action is such 
as to require that the waiver be made 
effective by him without reference to 
the Commandant. In any case in which 
it appears to the Coast Guard officer 
concerned that reference of the appli-
cation to the Commandant for action 
would not delay the sailing of the ves-
sel or otherwise be contrary to the in-
terest of national defense, the applica-
tion shall be so referred. In all other 
cases, such Coast Guard officer shall 
give immediate consideration to the 
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application and if he reaches the con-
clusion that the urgency of the situa-
tion outweighs the marine hazard in-
volved, then such waiver shall be made 
effective in regard to such vessel to the 
extent and under the circumstances 
specified by him. 

(c) The Coast Guard officer making 
such a waiver effective pursuant to 
paragraph (b) of this section shall im-
mediately prepare, in triplicate, an 
order setting forth the name of the ves-
sel involved, the laws (also regulations, 
if any) with respect to which the waiv-
er is effective, the extent to which 
compliance with such laws (also regu-
lations, if any) is waived, and the pe-
riod for which the waiver shall be effec-
tive. If practicable, one copy of this 
order shall be delivered to the master 
of the vessel involved before such ves-
sel sails. In any case where the order is 
not delivered to the master, it shall be 
delivered to the owner, operator, or 
agent of the vessel without delay. One 
copy of the order shall be transmitted 
to the Commandant and the remaining 
copy kept on file. 

(d) In any case of extreme urgency 
the application for a waiver may be 
made orally, and if the Coast Guard 
District Commander (or his designated 
representative or the designated rep-
resentative of the Commandant, as the 
case may be) reaches the conclusion re-
ferred to in paragraph (b) of this sec-
tion, the waiver shall be made effective 
without further delay, subject to the 
condition that the application be re-
duced to writing and delivered within 
such period after the date of the oral 
request as the Coast Guard officer 
making the waiver effective shall 
specify in the order. 

(e) No penalty shall be imposed be-
cause of failure to comply with any 
provision of law (or regulation, if any), 
the waiver of which has been made ef-
fective pursuant to the requirements in 
this section. 

[CGFR 51–10, 16 FR 1959, Mar. 1, 1951. Redes-
ignated by CGFR 69–123, 34 FR 19076, Dec. 2, 
1969; CGD 96–041, 61 FR 50726, Sept. 27, 1996; 
USCG-2004–18884, 69 FR 58342, Sept. 30, 2004] 

§ 6.04 Vessels requisitioned by the 
United States for emergency evacu-
ation. 

Pursuant to the request of the Acting 
Secretary of Defense, dated November 
21, 1951, made under the provisions of 
section 1 of Public Law 891, 81st Con-
gress, approved December 27, 1950, com-
pliance with the provisions of the navi-
gation and vessel inspection laws ad-
ministered by the United States Coast 
Guard is hereby waived, as well as the 
regulations issued thereunder and pub-
lished in 33 CFR chapter I or in this 
chapter, to the extent necessary to per-
mit the operation of vessels which 
might be requisitioned by the United 
States for the purpose of emergency 
evacuation. 

[CGFR 51–61, 16 FR 12792, Dec. 20, 1951. Redes-
ignated by CGFR 69–123, 34 FR 19076, Dec. 2, 
1969] 

§ 6.06 Vessels operated by or chartered 
to Military Sealift Command. 

(a) Pursuant to the request of the 
Deputy Secretary of Defense, dated Au-
gust 6, 1958, and to the request of the 
Assistant Secretary of Defense, Instal-
lations and Logistics, dated May 23, 
1964, made under the provisions of sec-
tion 1 of Public Law 891, 81st Congress, 
approved December 27, 1950 (64 Stat. 
1120; 46 U.S.C., note preceding section 
1), and their findings that a waiver is 
necessary in the interest of national 
defense, compliance with the provi-
sions of the navigation and vessel in-
spection laws administered by the 
United States Coast Guard, as well as 
the regulations issued thereunder and 
contained in 33 CFR chapter I, or in 
this chapter, is hereby waived to the 
extent and upon the terms and condi-
tions as set forth in this section, in 
order to permit vessels operated by or 
chartered to the Military Sealift Com-
mand to carry out their assigned mis-
sions. 

(b) An application requesting that 
this waiver be made effective with re-
spect to a particular vessel may be 
made by the Commander, Military Sea-
lift Command, or any one of his duly 
designated representatives. Except as 
provided in paragraph (e) of this sec-
tion, the application shall be in writ-
ing. The application shall be delivered 
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