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casings shall be fitted with equivalent 
covers, permanently attached in their 
proper positions. 

(b) Coamings of any fiddley, funnel, 
or machinery space ventilators in an 
exposed position on the freeboard or 
superstructure deck shall be as high 
above the deck as is reasonable and 
practicable. Fiddley openings shall be 
fitted with strong covers of steel or 
other equivalent material permanently 
attached in their proper positions and 
capable of being secured weathertight. 

[CGFR 68–60, 33 FR 10061, July 12, 1968] 

§ 42.15–40 Miscellaneous openings in 
freeboard and superstructure 
decks. 

(a) Manholes and flush scuttles in po-
sition 1 or 2 or within superstructures 
other than enclosed superstructures 
shall be closed by substantial covers 
capable of being made watertight. Un-
less secured by closely spaced bolts, 
the covers shall be permanently at-
tached. 

(b) Openings in freeboard decks other 
than hatchways, machinery space 
openings, manholes, and flush scuttles 
shall be protected by an enclosed su-
perstructure, or by a deckhouse or 
companionway of equivalent strength 
and weathertightness. Any such open-
ing in an exposed superstructure deck 
or in the top of a deckhouse on the 
freeboard deck which gives access to a 
space below the freeboard deck or a 
space within an enclosed super-
structure shall be protected by an effi-
cient deckhouse or companionway. 
Doorways in such deckhouses or com-
panionways shall be fitted with doors 
complying with the requirements of 
§ 42.15–10(a). 

(c) In position 1 the height above the 
deck of sills to the doorways in com-
panionways shall be at least 231⁄2 
inches. In position 2 they shall be at 
least 15 inches. 

[CGFR 68–60, 33 FR 10061, July 12, 1968, as 
amended by CGFR 68–126, 34 FR 9014, June 5, 
1969] 

§ 42.15–45 Ventilators. 
(a) Ventilators in position 1 or 2 to 

spaces below the freeboard decks or 
decks of enclosed superstructures shall 
have coamings of steel or other equiva-
lent material, substantially con-

structed and efficiently connected to 
the deck. Where the coaming of any 
ventilator exceeds 351⁄2 inches in height 
it shall be specially supported. 

(b) Ventilators passing through su-
perstructures other than enclosed su-
perstructures shall have substantially 
constructed coamings of steel or other 
equivalent material at the freeboard 
deck. 

(c) Ventilators in position 1 the 
coamings of which extend to more than 
14.8 feet above the deck, and in position 
2 the coamings of which extend to more 
than 7.5 feet above the deck, need not 
be fitted with closing arrangements un-
less specifically required by the assign-
ing authority. 

(d) Except as provided in paragraph 
(c) of this section ventilator openings 
shall be provided with efficient weath-
ertight closing appliances. In vessels of 
not more than 328 feet in length the 
closing appliances shall be perma-
nently attached; where not so provided 
in other vessels, they shall be conven-
iently stowed near the ventilators to 
which they are to be fitted. Ventilators 
in position 1 shall have coamings of a 
height of at least 351⁄2 inches above the 
deck; in position 2 the coamings shall 
be of a height at least 30 inches above 
the deck. 

(e) In exposed positions, the height of 
coamings may be required to be in-
creased to the satisfaction of the as-
signing authority. 

[CGFR 68–60, 33 FR 10061, July 12, 1968, as 
amended by CGFR 68–126, 34 FR 9014, June 5, 
1969] 

§ 42.15–50 Air pipes. 

(a) Where air pipes to ballast and 
other tanks extend above the freeboard 
or superstructure decks, the exposed 
parts of the pipes shall be of substan-
tial construction; the height from the 
deck to the point where water may 
have access below shall be at least 30 
inches on the freeboard deck and 171⁄2 
inches on the superstructure deck. 
Where these heights may interfere with 
the working of the vessel, a lower 
height may be approved, provided the 
assigning authority is satisfied that 
the closing arrangements and other 
circumstances justify a lower height. 
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Satisfactory means permanently at-
tached, shall be provided for closing 
the openings of the air pipes. 

[CGFR 68–60, 33 FR 10062, July 12, 1968, as 
amended by CGFR 68–126, 34 FR 9014, June 5, 
1969] 

§ 42.15–55 Cargo ports and other simi-
lar openings. 

(a) Cargo ports and other similar 
openings in the sides of vessels below 
the freeboard deck shall be fitted with 
doors so designed as to ensure 
watertightness and structural integ-
rity commensurate with the sur-
rounding shell plating, to the satisfac-
tion of the assigning authority. The ar-
rangements shall be subject to tight-
ness tests at the initial survey and at 
such subsequent surveys or more fre-
quent intervals as deemed necessary. 
The number of such openings shall be 
the minimum compatible with the de-
sign and proper working of the vessel. 

(b) Unless permitted by the Com-
mandant the lower edge of such open-
ings shall not be below a line drawn 
parallel to the freeboard deck at side, 
which has at its lowest point the upper 
edge of the uppermost load line. 

[CGFR 68–60, 33 FR 10062, July 12, 1968, as 
amended by CGFR 68–126, 34 FR 9014, June 5, 
1969] 

§ 42.15–60 Scuppers, inlets, and dis-
charges. 

(a) Discharges led through the shell 
either from spaces below the freeboard 
deck or from within superstructures 
and deckhouses on the freeboard deck 
fitted with doors complying with the 
requirements of § 42.15–10 shall be fitted 
with efficient and accessible means for 
preventing water from passing inboard. 
Normally, each separate discharge 
shall have one automatic nonreturn 
valve with a positive means of closing 
it from a position above the freeboard 
deck. Where, however, the vertical dis-
tance from the summer load waterline 
to the inboard end of the discharge pipe 
exceeds 0.01L, the discharge may have 
two automatic nonreturn valves with-
out positive means of closing: Provided, 
That the inboard valve is always acces-
sible for examination under service 
conditions; where that vertical dis-
tance exceeds 0.02L a single automatic 
nonreturn valve without positive 

means of closing may be accepted sub-
ject to the approval of the assigning 
authority. The means for operating the 
positive action valve shall be readily 
accessible and provided with an indi-
cator showing whether the valve is 
open or closed. 

(b) In manned machinery spaces main 
and auxiliary sea inlets and discharges 
in connection with the operation of 
machinery may be controlled locally. 
The controls shall be readily accessible 
and shall be provided with indicators 
showing whether the valves are open or 
closed. 

(c) Scuppers and discharge pipes orig-
inating at any level and penetrating 
the shell either more than 171⁄2 inches 
below the freeboard deck or less than 
231⁄2 inches above the summer load wa-
terline shall be provided with a non-
return valve at the shell. This valve, 
unless required by paragraph (a) of this 
section, may be omitted if the piping is 
of thickness as specified in Part 56 in 
Subchapter F (Marine Engineering) of 
this chapter. 

(d) Scuppers leading from super-
structures or deckhouses not fitted 
with doors complying with the require-
ments of § 42.15–10 shall be led over-
board. 

(e) All valves and shell fittings re-
quired by this section shall be of steel, 
bronze, or other approved ductile mate-
rial. Valves of ordinary cast iron or 
similar material are not acceptable. 
All pipes to which this section refers 
shall be of steel or other equivalent 
material to the satisfaction of the as-
signing authority. 

[CGFR 68–60, 33 FR 10062, July 12, 1968, as 
amended by CGFR 68–126, 34 FR 9014, June 5, 
1969] 

§ 42.15–65 Side scuttles. 
(a) Side scuttles to spaces below the 

freeboard deck or to spaces within en-
closed superstructures shall be fitted 
with efficient hinged inside deadlights 
arranged so that they can be effec-
tively closed and secured watertight. 

(b) No side scuttle shall be fitted in a 
position so that its sill is below a line 
drawn parallel to the freeboard deck at 
side and having its lowest point 2.5 per-
cent of the breadth (B) above the load 
waterline, or 191⁄2 inches, which ever is 
the greater distance. 
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