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§ 131.513 Verification of compliance 
with applicable stability require-
ments. 

(a) After loading but before depar-
ture, and at other times necessary to 
assure the safety of the vessel, the 
master shall verify that the vessel 
complies with requirements in its 
trim-and-stability book, stability let-
ter, Certificate of Inspection, and 
Loadline Certificate, whichever apply, 
and then enter a statement of the 
verification in the log book. The vessel 
may not leave port until it is in com-
pliance with these requirements. 

(b) When determining compliance 
with applicable stability requirements, 
the master shall ascertain the vessel’s 
draft, trim, and stability as necessary; 
and any stability calculations made in 
support of the determination must re-
main aboard the vessel for the duration 
of the voyage. 

§ 131.515 Periodic sanitary inspec-
tions. 

(a) The master shall make periodic 
inspections of the quarters, toilet and 
washing spaces, serving pantries, gal-
leys, and the like, to ensure that those 
spaces are maintained in a sanitary 
condition. 

(b) The master shall enter in the ves-
sel’s logbook the results of these in-
spections. 

§ 131.520 Hatches and other openings. 
Before any vessel leaves protected 

waters, the master shall ensure that 
the vessel’s exposed cargo hatches and 
other openings in the hull are closed; 
made properly watertight by the use of 
tarpaulins, gaskets, or similar devices; 
and properly secured for sea. 

§ 131.525 Emergency lighting and 
power. 

(a) The master of each vessel shall 
ensure that the emergency lighting and 
power systems are tested at least once 
each week that the vessel is operated, 
to verify that they work. 

(b) The master shall ensure that 
emergency generators driven by inter-
nal-combustion engines run under load 
for at least 2 hours at least once each 
month that the vessel is operated. 

(c) The master shall ensure that stor-
age batteries driving fitted systems for 

emergency lighting and power are test-
ed at least once each 6 months that the 
vessel is operated, to demonstrate the 
ability of the batteries to supply the 
emergency loads for the period speci-
fied by Table 112.05–5(a) of this chapter 
for cargo vessels. 

(d) The date of each test and the con-
dition and performance of the appa-
ratus must be noted in the vessel’s log-
book. 

§ 131.530 Abandon-ship training and 
drills. 

(a) Material for abandon-ship train-
ing must be aboard each vessel. The 
material must consist of a manual of 
one or more volumes, or audiovisual 
training aids, or both. 

(1) The material must contain in-
structions and information about the 
lifesaving appliances aboard the vessel 
and about the best methods of survival. 
Any manual must be written in easily 
understood terms, illustrated wherever 
possible. 

(2) If a manual is used, there must be 
a copy in each messroom and recre-
ation room for crew members or in 
each stateroom for them. If audiovisual 
aids are used, they must be incor-
porated in the training sessions aboard 
under paragraph (d) of this section. 

(3) The material must explain the— 
(i) Method of donning immersion 

suits and lifejackets carried aboard; 
(ii) Mustering at assigned stations; 
(iii) Proper boarding, launching, and 

clearing of survival craft and rescue 
boats; 

(iv) Method of launching survival 
craft by people within them; 

(v) Method of releasing survival craft 
from launching-appliances; 

(vi) Use of devices for protecting sur-
vival craft in launching-areas, where 
appropriate; 

(vii) Illumination of launching-areas; 
(viii) Use of each item of survival 

equipment; 
(ix) Instructions for emergency re-

pair of lifesaving appliances; 
(x) Use of radio lifesaving-appliances, 

with illustrations; 
(xi) Use of sea anchors; 
(xii) Use of engine and accessories, 

where appropriate; 
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