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Coast Guard, DHS § 153.959 

(2) Be 5 cm (approx. 2 in.) wide except 
for ‘‘M’’ and ‘‘W’’ which must be 7.5 cm 
(approx. 3 in.) wide and the letter ‘‘I’’ 

which may be 1.3 cm (approx. 1⁄2 in.) 
wide; and 

(3) Have 1.3 cm (approx. 1⁄2 in.) stroke 
width. 

(e) The spacing must be: 
(1) 1.3 cm (approx. 1⁄2 in.) between let-

ters of the same word; 
(2) 5 cm (approx. 2 in.) between words; 
(3) 5 cm (approx. 2 in.) between lines; 

and 
(4) 5 cm (approx. 2 in.) at the borders 

of the sign. 
(f) Except as described in § 153.1045, 

the legends ‘‘No Smoking’’ and ‘‘No 
Open Lights’’ are not required when 
the cargoes on board the tankship are 
neither flammable nor combustible. 

§ 153.957 Persons in charge of trans-
ferring liquid cargo in bulk or 
cleaning cargo tanks. 

(a) The owner and operator of the 
vessel, and his or her agent, and each 
of them, shall ensure that— 

(1) Enough ‘‘Tankerman-PICs’’ or re-
stricted ‘‘Tankerman-PICs’’, and 
‘‘Tankerman-Assistants’’, authorized 
for the classification of cargo carried, 
are on duty to safely transfer liquid 
cargo in bulk or to safely clean cargo 
tanks; 

(2) Each transfer of liquid cargo in 
bulk and each cleaning of a cargo tank 
is supervised by a qualified person des-
ignated as a person in charge of the 

transfer or the cleaning under Subpart 
C of 33 CFR part 155; 

(3) When cargo regulated under this 
part is due for transfer, the person in 
charge of the transfer has received spe-
cial training in the particular hazards 
associated with the cargo and in all 
special procedures for its handling; and 

(4) On each foreign vessel, the person 
in charge understands his or her re-
sponsibilities as described in this sub-
chapter. 

(b) Upon request by the Officer in 
Charge, Marine Inspection, in whose 
zone the transfer will take place, the 
owner and operator of the vessel, and 
his or her agent, and each of them, 
shall provide documentary evidence 
that the person in charge has received 
the training specified by paragraph 
(a)(3) of this section and is capable of 
competently performing the procedures 
necessary for the cargo. 

[CGD 79–116, 60 FR 17158, Apr. 4, 1995] 

§ 153.959 Approval to begin transfer 
operations required. 

No person may make connections for 
cargo transfer or transfer cargo unless 
he has authorization from the person 
in charge of cargo transfer. 
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