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the fire main, must be plainly, con-
spicuously, and permanently marked 
indicating the space served. 

(d) An alarm for an automatic sprin-
kler system must be conspicuously 
marked in clearly legible letters 
‘‘SPRINKLER ALARM’’. 

(e) An alarm bell for a smoke detect-
ing system must be conspicuously 
marked in clearly legible letters 
‘‘SMOKE DETECTION ALARM’’. 

(f) A control cabinet or space con-
taining valves, manifolds, or controls 
for any fixed gas fire extinguishing sys-
tem must be conspicuously marked in 
clearly legible letters ‘‘CARBON DIOX-
IDE FIRE EXTINGUISHING APPA-
RATUS’’, or as otherwise required by 
the cognizant OCMI. Where a different 
extinguishing agent is installed, that 
agent shall be marked in place of ‘‘car-
bon dioxide.’’ 

§ 185.614 Portable watertight con-
tainers for distress flares and 
smoke signals. 

Portable watertight containers for 
distress flares and smoke signals shall 
be of a bright color, and containers 
shall be clearly marked in legible con-
trasting letters at least 12.7 millime-
ters (0.5 inches) high: ‘‘DISTRESS SIG-
NALS’’. 

[CGD 85–080, 61 FR 1005, Jan. 10, 1996; 61 FR 
24465, May 15, 1996] 

Subpart G—Operational Readi-
ness, Maintenance, and In-
spection of Lifesaving Equip-
ment 

§ 185.700 Operational readiness. 
(a) Each launching appliance and 

each survival craft and rescue boat on 
a vessel must be in good working order 
and ready for immediate use before the 
vessel leaves port and at all times 
when the vessel is underway. 

(b) Each deck where survival craft or 
rescue boats are stowed or boarded 
must be kept clear of obstructions that 
would interfere with the boarding and 
launching of the survival craft or res-
cue boat. 

§ 185.702 Maintenance. 
(a) The manufacturer’s instructions 

for onboard maintenance of survival 

craft, rescue boats, and launching ap-
pliances, manufactured on or after 
March 11, 1996, must be onboard a ves-
sel of more than 19.8 meters (65 feet) in 
length and readily available for a ves-
sel of not more than 19.8 meters (65 
feet) in length. The instructions must 
also be readily available at each in-
spection for certification and reinspec-
tion. 

(b) The owner or managing operator 
shall make sure that maintenance is 
carried out in accordance with the in-
structions required under paragraph (a) 
of this section. 

(c) The cognizant OCMI may accept, 
instead of the instructions required 
under paragraph (a) of this section, a 
shipboard planned maintenance pro-
gram that includes the items listed in 
that paragraph. 

(d) The inspection and maintenance 
of the equipment listed in paragraph 
(a) of this section shall be logged or 
otherwise documented for review by 
the Coast Guard upon request. 

§ 185.704 Maintenance of falls. 

(a) Each fall used in a launching ap-
pliance on a vessel must be turned end 
for end at intervals of not more than 30 
months. 

(b) Each fall must be renewed when 
necessary due to deterioration or at in-
tervals of not more than 5 years, 
whichever is earlier. 

(c) Each fall must have a corrosion 
resistant tag with the following perma-
nently marked on it: 

(1) The date the new fall was in-
stalled; and 

(2) If the fall has been turned end for 
end, the date it was turned. 

§ 185.720 Weekly maintenance and in-
spections. 

The following tests and inspections 
must be carried out weekly on a vessel: 

(a) Each survival craft, rescue boat, 
and launching appliance must be vis-
ually inspected to ensure its readiness 
for use; 

(b) Each rescue boat engine must be 
run ahead and astern for not less than 
3 minutes, unless the ambient tempera-
ture is below the minimum tempera-
ture required for starting the engine; 
and 
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(c) Each battery for rescue boat en-
gine starting must be brought up to 
full charge at least once each week if: 

(1) The battery is of a type that re-
quires recharging; and 

(2) The battery is not connected to a 
device that keeps it continuously 
charged. 

§ 185.722 Monthly inspections. 
Each survival craft, rescue boat, and 

launching appliance on a vessel must 
be inspected monthly, using the manu-
facturers instructions to make sure it 
is complete and in good order. 

§ 185.724 Quarterly inspections. 
(a) Each winch control apparatus of a 

launching appliance on a vessel, in-
cluding motor controllers, emergency 
switches, master switches, and limit 
switches, must be examined once in 
each 3 months. 

(b) The examination required by 
paragraph (a) of this section must in-
clude the removal of drain plugs and 
the opening of drain valves to make 
sure that enclosures are free of water. 

§ 185.726 Annual inspections. 
(a) Each rescue boat must be 

stripped, cleaned, and thoroughly in-
spected, and any necessary repairs 
made at least once each year, including 
emptying and cleaning of each fuel 
tank, and refilling it with fresh fuel. 

(b) Each davit, winch, fall and other 
launching appliance must be thor-
oughly inspected, and any necessary 
repairs made, at least once each year. 

(c) Each item of lifesaving equipment 
with an expiration date must be re-
placed during the annual inspection 
and repair if the expiration date has 
passed. 

(d) Each battery used in an item of 
lifesaving equipment, except inflatable 
survival craft equipment, must be re-
placed during the annual inspection if 
the expiration date of the battery has 
passed. The expiration date of the bat-
tery may be marked on the battery or 
the owner or managing operator may 
have a record of the expiration date 
from the manufacturer of a battery 
marked with a serial number. 

(e) Except for a storage battery used 
in a rescue boat, each battery without 
an expiration date indicated on it or 

for which the owner or managing oper-
ator does not have a record of the expi-
ration date, used in an item of life-
saving equipment, must be replaced 
during the annual inspection. 

§ 185.728 Testing and servicing of 
Emergency Position Indicating 
Radiobeacons (EPIRB). 

The master of the vessel shall ensure 
that: 

(a) Each EPIRB, other than an 
EPIRB in an inflatable liferaft, must 
be tested monthly, using the inte-
grated test circuit and output indi-
cator, to determine that it is operative; 

(b) The EPIRB’s battery is replaced 
after it is used, or before the date re-
quired by FCC regulations in 47 CFR 
part 80, whichever comes sooner; and 

(c) The EPIRB test required by para-
graph (a) shall be logged or otherwise 
documented, as applicable. 

[CGD 85–080, 61 FR 1005, Jan. 10, 1996, as 
amended by CGD 97–057, 62 FR 51050, Sept. 30, 
1997] 

§ 185.730 Servicing of inflatable life-
rafts, inflatable buoyant apparatus, 
inflatable life jackets, and inflated 
rescue boats. 

(a) An inflatable liferaft or inflatable 
buoyant apparatus must be serviced at 
a facility specifically approved by the 
Commandant for the particular brand, 
and in accordance with servicing proce-
dures meeting the requirements of part 
160, subpart 160.151, of this chapter— 

(1) No later than the month and year 
on its servicing sticker affixed under 46 
CFR 160.151–57(n), except that servicing 
may be delayed until the next sched-
uled inspection of the vessel, provided 
that the delay does not exceed 5 
months; and 

(2) Whenever the container is dam-
aged or the container straps or seals 
are broken. 

(b) Each inflatable lifejacket and hy-
brid inflatable lifejacket or work vest 
must be serviced: 

(1) Within 12 months of its initial 
packing; and 

(2) Within 12 months of each subse-
quent servicing, except that servicing 
may be delayed until the next sched-
uled inspection of the vessel, provided 
that the delay does not exceed 5 
months. 
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