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§ 51.3 Applicability to negotiated 
agreements. 

To the extent provided in section 
252(e)(2)(A) of the Act, a state commis-
sion shall have authority to approve an 
interconnection agreement adopted by 
negotiation even if the terms of the 
agreement do not comply with the re-
quirements of this part. 

§ 51.5 Terms and definitions. 

Terms used in this part have the fol-
lowing meanings: 

Act. The Communications Act of 1934, 
as amended. 

Advanced intelligent network. Ad-
vanced intelligent network is a tele-
communications network architecture 
in which call processing, call routing, 
and network management are provided 
by means of centralized databases lo-
cated at points in an incumbent local 
exchange carrier’s network. 

Advanced services. The term ‘‘ad-
vanced services’’ is defined as high 
speed, switched, broadband, wireline 
telecommunications capability that 
enables users to originate and receive 
high-quality voice, data, graphics or 
video telecommunications using any 
technology. 

Arbitration, final offer. Final offer arbi-
tration is a procedure under which each 
party submits a final offer concerning 
the issues subject to arbitration, and 
the arbitrator selects, without modi-
fication, one of the final offers by the 
parties to the arbitration or portions of 
both such offers. ‘‘Entire package final 
offer arbitration,’’ is a procedure under 
which the arbitrator must select, with-
out modification, the entire proposal 
submitted by one of the parties to the 
arbitration. ‘‘Issue-by-issue final offer 
arbitration,’’ is a procedure under 
which the arbitrator must select, with-
out modification, on an issue-by-issue 
basis, one of the proposals submitted 
by the parties to the arbitration. 

Billing. Billing involves the provision 
of appropriate usage data by one tele-
communications carrier to another to 
facilitate customer billing with attend-
ant acknowledgements and status re-
ports. It also involves the exchange of 
information between telecommuni-
cations carriers to process claims and 
adjustments. 

Binder or binder group. Copper pairs 
bundled together, generally in groups 
of 25, 50 or 100. 

Business line. A business line is an in-
cumbent LEC-owned switched access 
line used to serve a business customer, 
whether by the incumbent LEC itself 
or by a competitive LEC that leases 
the line from the incumbent LEC. The 
number of business lines in a wire cen-
ter shall equal the sum of all incum-
bent LEC business switched access 
lines, plus the sum of all UNE loops 
connected to that wire center, includ-
ing UNE loops provisioned in combina-
tion with other unbundled elements. 
Among these requirements, business 
line tallies: 

(1) Shall include only those access 
lines connecting end-user customers 
with incumbent LEC end-offices for 
switched services, 

(2) Shall not include non-switched 
special access lines, 

(3) Shall account for ISDN and other 
digital access lines by counting each 64 
kbps-equivalent as one line. For exam-
ple, a DS1 line corresponds to 24 64 
kbps-equivalents, and therefore to 24 
‘‘business lines.’’ 

Commercial Mobile Radio Service 
(CMRS). CMRS has the same meaning 
as that term is defined in § 20.3 of this 
chapter. 

Commingling. Commingling means the 
connecting, attaching, or otherwise 
linking of an unbundled network ele-
ment, or a combination of unbundled 
network elements, to one or more fa-
cilities or services that a requesting 
telecommunications carrier has ob-
tained at wholesale from an incumbent 
LEC, or the combining of an unbundled 
network element, or a combination of 
unbundled network elements, with one 
or more such facilities or services. 
Commingle means the act of commin-
gling. 

Commission. Commission refers to the 
Federal Communications Commission. 

Day. Day means calendar day. 
Dialing parity. The term dialing parity 

means that a person that is not an af-
filiate of a local exchange carrier is 
able to provide telecommunications 
services in such a manner that cus-
tomers have the ability to route auto-
matically, without the use of any ac-
cess code, their telecommunications to 
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