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Federal Communications Commission § 74.690 

However, station identification will be 
accomplished by the retransmission of 
identification as provided in paragraph 
(a) of this section. 

[31 FR 15488, Dec. 8, 1966; 32 FR 452, Jan. 17, 
1967, as amended at 42 FR 36830, July 18, 1977; 
43 FR 1951, Jan. 13, 1978; 44 FR 36041, June 20, 
1979; 49 FR 7131, Feb. 27, 1984] 

§ 74.690 Transition of the 1990–2025 
MHz band from the Broadcast Aux-
iliary Service to emerging tech-
nologies. 

(a) New Entrants are collectively de-
fined as those licensees proposing to 
use emerging technologies to imple-
ment Mobile Satellite Services in the 
2000–2020 MHz band (MSS licensees), 
those licensees authorized after July 1, 
2004 to implement new Fixed and Mo-
bile services in the 1990–1995 MHz band, 
and those licensees authorized after 
September 9, 2004 in the 1995–2000 MHz 
and 2020–2025 MHz bands. New entrants 
may negotiate with Broadcast Auxil-
iary Service licensees operating on a 
primary basis and fixed service licens-
ees operating on a primary basis in the 
1990–2025 MHz band (Existing Licens-
ees) for the purpose of agreeing to 
terms under which the Existing Licens-
ees would relocate their operations to 
the 2025–2110 MHz band, to other au-
thorized bands, or to other media; or, 
alternatively, would discontinue use of 
the 1990–2025 MHz band. New licensees 
in the 1995–2000 MHz and 2020–2025 MHz 
bands are subject to the specific reloca-
tion procedures adopted in WT Docket 
04–356. 

(b) An Existing Licensee in the 1990– 
2025 MHz band allocated for licensed 
emerging technology services will 
maintain primary status in the band 
until the Existing Licensee’s oper-
ations are relocated by a New Entrant, 
are discontinued under the terms of 
paragraph (a) of this section, or become 
secondary under the terms of para-
graph (e)(6) of this section or the Exist-
ing Licensee indicates to a New En-
trant that it declines to be relocated. 

(c) The Commission will amend the 
operating license of the Existing Li-
censee to secondary status only if the 
following requirements are met: 

(1) The service applicant, provider, li-
censee, or representative using an 
emerging technology guarantees pay-

ment of all relocation costs, including 
all engineering, equipment, site and 
FCC fees, as well as any reasonable ad-
ditional costs that the relocated Exist-
ing Licensee might incur as a result of 
operation in another authorized band 
or migration to another medium; 

(2) The New Entrant completes all 
activities necessary for implementing 
the replacement facilities, including 
engineering and cost analysis of the re-
location procedure and, if radio facili-
ties are used, identifying and obtain-
ing, on the incumbents’ behalf, new 
microwave or Local Television Trans-
mission Service frequencies and fre-
quency coordination. 

(3) The New Entrant builds the re-
placement system and tests it for com-
parability with the existing system. 

(d) The Existing Licensee is not re-
quired to relocate until the alternative 
facilities are available to it for a rea-
sonable time to make adjustments, de-
termine comparability, and ensure a 
seamless handoff. If, within one year 
after the relocation to new facilities 
the Existing Licensee demonstrates 
that the new facilities are not com-
parable to the former facilities, the 
New Entrant must remedy the defects. 

(e) Subject to the terms of this para-
graph (e), the relocation of Existing Li-
censees will be carried out by MSS li-
censees in the following manner: 

(1) Existing Licensees and MSS li-
censees may negotiate individually or 
collectively for relocation of Existing 
Licensees to one of the channel plans 
specified in § 74.602(a)(3) of this chapter. 
Parties may not decline to negotiate, 
though Existing Licensees may decline 
to be relocated. 

(i) MSS licensees may relocate all 
Existing Licensees in Nielsen Des-
ignated Market Areas (DMAs) 1–30, as 
such DMAs existed on September 6, 
2000, and all fixed stations operating in 
the 1990–2025 MHz band on a primary 
basis, except those Existing Licensees 
that decline relocation. Such reloca-
tion negotiations shall be conducted as 
‘‘mandatory negotiations,’’ as that 
term is used in § 101.73 of this chapter. 
If these parties are unable to reach a 
negotiated agreement, MSS Licensees 
may involuntarily relocate such Exist-
ing Licensees and fixed stations after 
December 8, 2004. 
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(ii) [Reserved] 
(iii) On the date that the first MSS 

licensee begins operations in the 2000– 
2020 MHz band, a one-year mandatory 
negotiation period begins between MSS 
licensees and Existing Licensees in 
Nielsen DMAs 31–210, as such DMAs ex-
isted on September 6, 2000. After the 
end of the mandatory negotiation pe-
riod, MSS licensees may involuntary 
relocate any Existing Licensees with 
which they have been unable to reach a 
negotiated agreement. As described 
elsewhere in this paragraph (e), MSS 
Licensees are obligated to relocate 
these Existing Licensees within the 
specified three- and five-year time peri-
ods. 

(2) Before negotiating with MSS li-
censees, Existing Licensees in Nielsen 
Designated Market Areas where there 
is a BAS frequency coordinator must 
coordinate and select a band plan for 
the market area. If an Existing Li-
censee wishes to operate in the 2025– 
2110 MHz band using the channels A03- 
A07 as specified in the Table in 
§ 74.602(a) of this part, then all licensees 
within that Existing Licensee’s market 
must agree to such operation and all 
must operate on a secondary basis to 
any licensee operating on the channel 
plan specified in § 74.602(a)(3) of this 
part. All negotiations must produce so-
lutions that adhere to the market 
area’s band plan. 

(3)–(4) [Reserved] 
(5) As of the date the first MSS li-

censee begins operations in the 1990– 
2025 MHz band, MSS Licensees must re-
locate Existing Licensees in DMAs 31– 
100, as they existed as of September 6, 
2000, within three years, and in the re-
maining DMAs, as they existed as of 
September 6, 2000, within five years. 

(6) On December 9, 2013, all Existing 
Licensees will become secondary in the 
1990–2025 MHz band. Upon written de-
mand by any MSS licensee, Existing 
Licensees must cease operations in the 
1990–2025 MHz band within six months. 

[65 FR 48180, Aug. 7, 2000, as amended at 67 
FR 53756, Aug. 19, 2002; 68 FR 68252, Dec. 8, 
2003; 69 FR 62621, Oct. 27, 2004; 69 FR 67836, 
Nov. 22, 2004; 74 FR 29613, June 23, 2009] 

Subpart G—Low Power TV, TV 
Translator, and TV Booster Stations 
§ 74.701 Definitions. 

(a) Television broadcast translator sta-
tion. A station in the broadcast service 
operated for the purpose of retransmit-
ting the programs and signals of a tele-
vision broadcast station, without sig-
nificantly altering any characteristic 
of the original signal other than its fre-
quency and amplitude, for the purpose 
of providing television reception to the 
general public. 

(b) Primary station. The analog tele-
vision broadcast station (TV broadcast) 
or digital television station (DTV) 
which provides the programs and sig-
nals being retransmitted by a tele-
vision broadcast translator station. 

(c) VHF translator. A television 
broacast translator station operating 
on a VHF television broadcast channel. 

(d) UHF translator. A television 
broadcast translator station operating 
on a UHF television broadcast channel. 

(e) UHF translator signal booster. A 
station in the broadcasting service op-
erated for the sole purpose of re-
transmitting the signals of the UHF 
translator station by amplifying and 
reradiating such signals which have 
been received directly through space, 
without significantly altering any 
characteristic of the incoming signal 
other than its amplitude. 

(f) Low power TV station. A station 
authorized under the provisions of this 
subpart that may retransmit the pro-
grams and signals of a TV broadcast 
station and that may originate pro-
gramming in any amount greater than 
30 seconds per hour and/or operates a 
subscription service. (See § 73.641 of 
part 73 of this chapter.) 

(g) Program origination. For purposes 
of this part, program origination shall 
be any transmissions other than the si-
multaneous retransmission of the pro-
grams and signals of a TV broadcast 
station. Origination shall include lo-
cally generated television program sig-
nals and program signals obtained via 
video recordings (tapes and discs), 
microwave, common carrier circuits, 
or other sources. 

(h) Local origination. Program origi-
nation if the parameters of the pro-
gram source signal, as it reaches the 
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