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licensee will be given reasonable oppor-
tunity of no less than 30 days to pro-
test the modification; except that, 
where safety of life or property is in-
volved, a shorter period of notice may 
be provided. Any protest by a licensee 
of an FCC order of modification will be 
handled in accordance with the provi-
sions of 47 U.S.C. 316. 

[59 FR 54833, Nov. 2, 1994, as amended at 63 
FR 68979, Dec. 14, 1998] 

§ 97.29 Replacement license grant doc-
ument. 

Each grantee whose amateur station 
license grant document is lost, muti-
lated or destroyed may apply to the 
FCC for a replacement in accordance 
with § 1.913 of this chapter. 

[63 FR 68979, Dec. 14, 1998] 

§ 97.31 Cancellation on account of the 
licensee’s death. 

(a) A person may request cancella-
tion of an operator/primary station li-
cense grant on account of the licensee’s 
death by submitting a signed request 
that includes a death certificate, obit-
uary, or Social Security Death Index 
data that shows the person named in 
the operator/primary station license 
grant has died. Such a request may be 
submitted as a pleading associated 
with the deceased licensee’s license. 
See § 1.45 of this chapter. In addition, 
the Commission may cancel an oper-
ator/primary station license grant if it 
becomes aware of the grantee’s death 
through other means. No action will be 
taken during the last thirty days of the 
post-expiration grace period (see 
§ 97.21(b)) on a request to cancel a li-
cense due to the licensee’s death. 

(b) A license that is canceled due to 
the licensee’s death is canceled as of 
the date of the licensee’s death. 

[75 FR 78171, Dec. 15, 2010] 

Subpart B—Station Operation 
Standards 

§ 97.101 General standards. 
(a) In all respects not specifically 

covered by FCC Rules each amateur 
station must be operated in accordance 
with good engineering and good ama-
teur practice. 

(b) Each station licensee and each 
control operator must cooperate in se-
lecting transmitting channels and in 
making the most effective use of the 
amateur service frequencies. No fre-
quency will be assigned for the exclu-
sive use of any station. 

(c) At all times and on all fre-
quencies, each control operator must 
give priority to stations providing 
emergency communications, except to 
stations transmitting communications 
for training drills and tests in RACES. 

(d) No amateur operator shall will-
fully or maliciously interfere with or 
cause interference to any radio com-
munication or signal. 

§ 97.103 Station licensee responsibil-
ities. 

(a) The station licensee is responsible 
for the proper operation of the station 
in accordance with the FCC Rules. 
When the control operator is a dif-
ferent amateur operator than the sta-
tion licensee, both persons are equally 
responsible for proper operation of the 
station. 

(b) The station licensee must des-
ignate the station control operator. 
The FCC will presume that the station 
licensee is also the control operator, 
unless documentation to the contrary 
is in the station records. 

(c) The station licensee must make 
the station and the station records 
available for inspection upon request 
by an FCC representative. 

[54 FR 25857, June 20, 1989, as amended at 71 
FR 66462, Nov. 15, 2006; 75 FR 27201, May 14, 
2010] 

§ 97.105 Control operator duties. 
(a) The control operator must ensure 

the immediate proper operation of the 
station, regardless of the type of con-
trol. 

(b) A station may only be operated in 
the manner and to the extent per-
mitted by the privileges authorized for 
the class of operator license held by 
the control operator. 

§ 97.107 Reciprocal operating author-
ity. 

A non-citizen of the United States 
(‘‘alien’’) holding an amateur service 
authorization granted by the alien’s 
government is authorized to be the 
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control operator of an amateur station 
located at places where the amateur 
service is regulated by the FCC, pro-
vided there is in effect a multilateral 
or bilateral reciprocal operating ar-
rangement, to which the United States 
and the alien’s government are parties, 
for amateur service operation on a re-
ciprocal basis. The FCC will issue pub-
lic announcements listing the coun-
tries with which the United States has 
such an arrangement. No citizen of the 
United States or person holding an 
FCC amateur operator/primary station 
license grant is eligible for the recip-
rocal operating authority granted by 
this section. The privileges granted to 
a control operator under this author-
ization are: 

(a) For an amateur service license 
granted by the Government of Canada: 

(1) The terms of the Convention Be-
tween the United States and Canada 
(TIAS No. 2508) Relating to the Oper-
ation by Citizens of Either Country of 
Certain Radio Equipment or Stations in 
the Other Country; 

(2) The operating terms and condi-
tions of the amateur service license 
issued by the Government of Canada; 
and 

(3) The applicable rules of this part, 
but not to exceed the control operator 
privileges of an FCC-granted Amateur 
Extra Class operator license. 

(b) For an amateur service license 
granted by any country, other than 
Canada, with which the United States 
has a multilateral or bilateral agree-
ment: 

(1) The terms of the agreement be-
tween the alien’s government and the 
United States; 

(2) The operating terms and condi-
tions of the amateur service license 
granted by the alien’s government; 

(3) The applicable rules of this part, 
but not to exceed the control operator 
privileges of an FCC-granted Amateur 
Extra Class operator license; and 

(c) At any time the FCC may, in its 
discretion, modify, suspend or cancel 
the reciprocal operating authority 
granted to any person by this section. 

[63 FR 68979, Dec. 14, 1998] 

§ 97.109 Station control. 
(a) Each amateur station must have 

at least one control point. 

(b) When a station is being locally 
controlled, the control operator must 
be at the control point. Any station 
may be locally controlled. 

(c) When a station is being remotely 
controlled, the control operator must 
be at the control point. Any station 
may be remotely controlled. 

(d) When a station is being automati-
cally controlled, the control operator 
need not be at the control point. Only 
stations specifically designated else-
where in this part may be automati-
cally controlled. Automatic control 
must cease upon notification by a Dis-
trict Director that the station is trans-
mitting improperly or causing harmful 
interference to other stations. Auto-
matic control must not be resumed 
without prior approval of the District 
Director. 

[54 FR 39535, Sept. 27, 1989, as amended at 60 
FR 26001, May 16, 1995; 69 FR 24997, May 5, 
2004] 

§ 97.111 Authorized transmissions. 

(a) An amateur station may transmit 
the following types of two-way commu-
nications: 

(1) Transmissions necessary to ex-
change messages with other stations in 
the amateur service, except those in 
any country whose administration has 
notified the ITU that it objects to such 
communications. The FCC will issue 
public notices of current arrangements 
for international communications. 

(2) Transmissions necessary to meet 
essential communication needs and to 
facilitate relief actions. 

(3) Transmissions necessary to ex-
change messages with a station in an-
other FCC-regulated service while pro-
viding emergency communications; 

(4) Transmissions necessary to ex-
change messages with a United States 
government station, necessary to pro-
viding communications in RACES; and 

(5) Transmissions necessary to ex-
change messages with a station in a 
service not regulated by the FCC, but 
authorized by the FCC to communicate 
with amateur stations. An amateur 
station may exchange messages with a 
participating United States military 
station during an Armed Forces Day 
Communications Test. 
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(b) In addition to one-way trans-
missions specifically authorized else-
where in this part, an amateur station 
may transmit the following types of 
one-way communications: 

(1) Brief transmissions necessary to 
make adjustments to the station; 

(2) Brief transmissions necessary to 
establishing two-way communications 
with other stations; 

(3) Telecommand; 
(4) Transmissions necessary to pro-

viding emergency communications; 
(5) Transmissions necessary to assist-

ing persons learning, or improving pro-
ficiency in, the international Morse 
code; and 

(6) Transmissions necessary to dis-
seminate information bulletins. 

(7) Transmissions of telemetry. 

[54 FR 25857, June 20, 1989, as amended at 56 
FR 56171, Nov. 1, 1991; 71 FR 25982, May 3, 
2006; 71 FR 66462, Nov. 15, 2006] 

§ 97.113 Prohibited transmissions. 

(a) No amateur station shall trans-
mit: 

(1) Communications specifically pro-
hibited elsewhere in this part; 

(2) Communications for hire or for 
material compensation, direct or indi-
rect, paid or promised, except as other-
wise provided in these rules; 

(3) Communications in which the sta-
tion licensee or control operator has a 
pecuniary interest, including commu-
nications on behalf of an employer, 
with the following exceptions: 

(i) A station licensee or control sta-
tion operator may participate on be-
half of an employer in an emergency 
preparedness or disaster readiness test 
or drill, limited to the duration and 
scope of such test or drill, and oper-
ational testing immediately prior to 
such test or drill. Tests or drills that 
are not government-sponsored are lim-
ited to a total time of one hour per 
week; except that no more than twice 
in any calendar year, they may be con-
ducted for a period not to exceed 72 
hours. 

(ii) An amateur operator may notify 
other amateur operators of the avail-
ability for sale or trade of apparatus 
normally used in an amateur station, 
provided that such activity is not con-
ducted on a regular basis. 

(iii) A control operator may accept 
compensation as an incident of a teach-
ing position during periods of time 
when an amateur station is used by 
that teacher as a part of classroom in-
struction at an educational institution. 

(iv) The control operator of a club 
station may accept compensation for 
the periods of time when the station is 
transmitting telegraphy practice or in-
formation bulletins, provided that the 
station transmits such telegraphy 
practice and bulletins for at least 40 
hours per week; schedules operations 
on at least six amateur service MF and 
HF bands using reasonable measures to 
maximize coverage; where the schedule 
of normal operating times and fre-
quencies is published at least 30 days in 
advance of the actual transmissions; 
and where the control operator does 
not accept any direct or indirect com-
pensation for any other service as a 
control operator. 

(4) Music using a phone emission ex-
cept as specifically provided elsewhere 
in this section; communications in-
tended to facilitate a criminal act; 
messages encoded for the purpose of ob-
scuring their meaning, except as other-
wise provided herein; obscene or inde-
cent words or language; or false or de-
ceptive messages, signals or identifica-
tion. 

(5) Communications, on a regular 
basis, which could reasonably be fur-
nished alternatively through other 
radio services. 

(b) An amateur station shall not en-
gage in any form of broadcasting, nor 
may an amateur station transmit one- 
way communications except as specifi-
cally provided in these rules; nor shall 
an amateur station engage in any ac-
tivity related to program production or 
news gathering for broadcasting pur-
poses, except that communications di-
rectly related to the immediate safety 
of human life or the protection of prop-
erty may be provided by amateur sta-
tions to broadcasters for dissemination 
to the public where no other means of 
communication is reasonably available 
before or at the time of the event. 

(c) No station shall retransmit pro-
grams or signals emanating from any 
type of radio station other than an 
amateur station, except propagation 
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and weather forecast information in-
tended for use by the general public 
and originated from United States Gov-
ernment stations, and communica-
tions, including incidental music, orig-
inating on United States Government 
frequencies between a manned space-
craft and its associated Earth stations. 
Prior approval for manned spacecraft 
communications retransmissions must 
be obtained from the National Aero-
nautics and Space Administration. 
Such retransmissions must be for the 
exclusive use of amateur radio opera-
tors. Propagation, weather forecasts, 
and manned spacecraft communica-
tions retransmissions may not be con-
ducted on a regular basis, but only oc-
casionally, as an incident of normal 
amateur radio communications. 

(d) No amateur station, except an 
auxiliary, repeater, or space station, 
may automatically retransmit the 
radio signals of other amateur station. 

[58 FR 43072, Aug. 13, 1993; 58 FR 47219, Sept. 
8, 1993, as amended at 71 FR 25982, May 3, 
2006; 71 FR 66462, Nov. 15, 2006; 75 FR 46857, 
Aug. 4, 2010] 

§ 97.115 Third party communications. 

(a) An amateur station may transmit 
messages for a third party to: 

(1) Any station within the jurisdic-
tion of the United States. 

(2) Any station within the jurisdic-
tion of any foreign government when 
transmitting emergency or disaster re-
lief communications and any station 
within the jurisdiction of any foreign 
government whose administration has 
made arrangements with the United 
States to allow amateur stations to be 
used for transmitting international 
communications on behalf of third par-
ties. No station shall transmit mes-
sages for a third party to any station 
within the jurisdiction of any foreign 
government whose administration has 
not made such an arrangement. This 
prohibition does not apply to a mes-
sage for any third party who is eligible 
to be a control operator of the station. 

(b) The third party may participate 
in stating the message where: 

(1) The control operator is present at 
the control point and is continuously 
monitoring and supervising the third 
party’s participation; and 

(2) The third party is not a prior 
amateur service licensee whose license 
was revoked or not renewed after hear-
ing and re-licensing has not taken 
place; suspended for less than the bal-
ance of the license term and the sus-
pension is still in effect; suspended for 
the balance of the license term and re- 
licensing has not taken place; or sur-
rendered for cancellation following no-
tice of revocation, suspension or mone-
tary forfeiture proceedings. The third 
party may not be the subject of a cease 
and desist order which relates to ama-
teur service operation and which is 
still in effect. 

(c) No station may transmit third 
party communications while being 
automatically controlled except a sta-
tion transmitting a RTTY or data 
emission. 

(d) At the end of an exchange of 
international third party communica-
tions, the station must also transmit 
in the station identification procedure 
the call sign of the station with which 
a third party message was exchanged. 

[54 FR 25857, June 20, 1989; 54 FR 39535, Sept. 
27, 1989, as amended at 71 FR 25982, May 3, 
2006; 71 FR 66462, Nov. 15, 2006] 

§ 97.117 International communica-
tions. 

Transmissions to a different country, 
where permitted, shall be limited to 
communications incidental to the pur-
poses of the amateur service and to re-
marks of a personal character. 

[71 FR 25982, May 3, 2006] 

§ 97.119 Station identification. 

(a) Each amateur station, except a 
space station or telecommand station, 
must transmit its assigned call sign on 
its transmitting channel at the end of 
each communication, and at least 
every 10 minutes during a communica-
tion, for the purpose of clearly making 
the source of the transmissions from 
the station known to those receiving 
the transmissions. No station may 
transmit unidentified communications 
or signals, or transmit as the station 
call sign, any call sign not authorized 
to the station. 

(b) The call sign must be transmitted 
with an emission authorized for the 

VerDate Mar<15>2010 17:40 Dec 15, 2011 Jkt 223206 PO 00000 Frm 00613 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 Q:\47\47V5 ofr150 PsN: PC150



604 

47 CFR Ch. I (10–1–11 Edition) § 97.121 

transmitting channel in one of the fol-
lowing ways: 

(1) By a CW emission. When keyed by 
an automatic device used only for iden-
tification, the speed must not exceed 20 
words per minute; 

(2) By a phone emission in the 
English language. Use of a phonetic al-
phabet as an aid for correct station 
identification is encouraged; 

(3) By a RTTY emission using a spec-
ified digital code when all or part of 
the communications are transmitted 
by a RTTY or data emission; 

(4) By an image emission conforming 
to the applicable transmission stand-
ards, either color or monochrome, of 
§ 73.682(a) of the FCC Rules when all or 
part of the communications are trans-
mitted in the same image emission 

(c) One or more indicators may be in-
cluded with the call sign. Each indi-
cator must be separated from the call 
sign by the slant mark (/) or by any 
suitable word that denotes the slant 
mark. If an indicator is self-assigned, it 
must be included before, after, or both 
before and after, the call sign. No self- 
assigned indicator may conflict with 
any other indicator specified by the 
FCC Rules or with any prefix assigned 
to another country. 

(d) When transmitting in conjunction 
with an event of special significance, a 
station may substitute for its assigned 
call sign a special event call sign as 
shown for that station for that period 
of time on the common data base co-
ordinated, maintained and dissemi-
nated by the special event call sign 
data base coordinators. Additionally, 
the station must transmit its assigned 
call sign at least once per hour during 
such transmissions. 

(e) When the operator license class 
held by the control operator exceeds 
that of the station licensee, an indi-
cator consisting of the call sign as-
signed to the control operator’s station 
must be included after the call sign. 

(f) When the control operator is a 
person who is exercising the rights and 
privileges authorized by § 97.9(b) of this 
part, an indicator must be included 
after the call sign as follows: 

(1) For a control operator who has re-
quested a license modification from 
Novice Class to Technical Class: KT; 

(2) For a control operator who has re-
quested a license modification from 
Novice or Technician to General Class: 
AG; 

(3) For a control operator who has re-
quested a license modification from 
Novice, Technician, General, or Ad-
vanced Class to Amateur Extra Class: 
AE. 

(g) When the station is transmitting 
under the authority of § 97.107 of this 
part, an indicator consisting of the ap-
propriate letter-numeral designating 
the station location must be included 
before the call sign that was issued to 
the station by the country granting the 
license. For an amateur service license 
granted by the Government of Canada, 
however, the indicator must be in-
cluded after the call sign. At least once 
during each intercommunication, the 
identification announcement must in-
clude the geographical location as 
nearly as possible by city and state, 
commonwealth or possession. 

[54 FR 25857, June 20, 1989, as amended at 54 
FR 39535, Sept. 27, 1989; 55 FR 30457, July 26, 
1990; 56 FR 28, Jan. 2, 1991; 62 FR 17567, Apr. 
10, 1997; 63 FR 68980, Dec. 14, 1998; 64 FR 51471, 
Sept. 23, 1999; 66 FR 20752, Apr. 25, 2001; 75 FR 
78171, Dec. 15, 2010] 

§ 97.121 Restricted operation. 

(a) If the operation of an amateur 
station causes general interference to 
the reception of transmissions from 
stations operating in the domestic 
broadcast service when receivers of 
good engineering design, including ade-
quate selectivity characteristics, are 
used to receive such transmissions, and 
this fact is made known to the amateur 
station licensee, the amateur station 
shall not be operated during the hours 
from 8 p.m. to 10:30 p.m., local time, 
and on Sunday for the additional pe-
riod from 10:30 a.m. until 1 p.m., local 
time, upon the frequency or fre-
quencies used when the interference is 
created. 

(b) In general, such steps as may be 
necessary to minimize interference to 
stations operating in other services 
may be required after investigation by 
the FCC. 
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