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48 CFR Ch. 1 (10–1–11 Edition) 8.700 

Subpart 8.7—Acquisition From 
Nonprofit Agencies Employing 
People Who Are Blind or Se-
verely Disabled 

8.700 Scope of subpart. 
This subpart prescribes the policies 

and procedures for implementing the 
Javits-Wagner-O’Day Act (41 U.S.C. 46– 
48c) and the rules of the Committee for 
Purchase from People Who Are Blind 
or Severely Disabled (41 CFR Chapter 
51) which implements the AbilityOne 
Program. 

[73 FR 53994, Sept. 17, 2008] 

8.701 Definitions. 
As used in this subpart— 
Allocation, means an action taken by 

a central nonprofit agency to designate 
the AbilityOne participating nonprofit 
agencies that will furnish definite 
quantities of supplies or perform spe-
cific services upon receipt of orders 
from ordering offices. 

Central nonprofit agency, means Na-
tional Industries for the Blind (NIB), 
which has been designated to represent 
people who are blind; or NISH, which 
has been designated to represent 
AbilityOne participating nonprofit 
agencies serving people with severe dis-
abilities other than blindness. 

Committee, means the Committee for 
Purchase from People Who Are Blind 
or Severely Disabled. 

Government or entity of the Govern-
ment means any entity of the legisla-
tive or judicial branch, any executive 
agency, military department, Govern-
ment corporation, or independent es-
tablishment, the U.S. Postal Service, 
or any nonappropriated-fund instru-
mentality of the Armed Forces. 

Ordering office means any activity in 
an entity of the Government that 
places orders for the purchase of sup-
plies or services under the JWOD Pro-
gram. 

Procurement List, means a list of sup-
plies (including military resale com-
modities) and services that the Com-
mittee has determined are suitable for 
purchase by the Government under the 
Javits-Wagner-O’Day Act. 

Nonprofit agency serving people who 
are blind or nonprofit agency serving peo-
ple with other severe disabilities (referred 

to jointly as AbilityOne participating 
nonprofit agencies) means a qualified 
nonprofit agency employing people 
who are blind or have other severe dis-
abilities approved by the Committee to 
furnish a commodity or a service to the 
Government under the Act. 

[59 FR 67027, Dec. 28, 1994, as amended at 66 
FR 2128, Jan. 10, 2001; 73 FR 53995, Sept. 17, 
2008] 

8.702 General. 

The Committee is an independent 
Government activity with members ap-
pointed by the President of the United 
States. It is responsible for— 

(a) Determining those supplies and 
services to be purchased by all entities 
of the Government from AbilityOne 
participating nonprofit agencies; 

(b) Establishing prices for the sup-
plies and services; and 

(c) Establishing rules and regulations 
to implement the Javits-Wagner-O-Day 
Act. 

[59 FR 67028, Dec. 28, 1994, as amended at 73 
FR 53995, Sept. 17, 2008] 

8.703 Procurement list. 

The Committee maintains a Procure-
ment List of all supplies and services 
required to be purchased from 
AbilityOne participating nonprofit 
agencies. The Procurement List may 
be accessed at: http:// 
www.abilityone.gov/index.html Questions 
concerning whether a supply item or 
service is on the Procurement List may 
be submitted at Internet e-mail address 
info@abilityone.gov or referred to the 
Committee offices at the following ad-
dress and telephone number: Com-
mittee for Purchase From People Who 
Are Blind or Severely Disabled, Jeffer-
son Plaza 2, Suite 10800, 1421 Jefferson 
Davis Highway, Arlington, VA 22202– 
3259, (703) 603–7740. 

Many items on the Procurement List 
are identified in the General Services 
Administration (GSA) Supply Catalog 
and GSA’s Customer Service Center 
Catalogs with a black square and the 
words ‘‘NIB/NISH Mandatory Source,’’ 
and in similar catalogs issued by the 
Defense Logistics Agency (DLA) and 
the Department of Veterans Affairs 
(VA). GSA, DLA, and VA are central 
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supply agencies from which other Fed-
eral agencies are required to purchase 
certain supply items on the Procure-
ment List. 

[59 FR 67028, Dec. 28, 1994, as amended at 69 
FR 34230, June 18, 2004; 73 FR 53995, Sept. 17, 
2008; 74 FR 65615, Dec. 10, 2009] 

8.704 Purchase priorities. 
(a) The Javits-Wagner-O’Day Act re-

quires the Government to purchase 
supplies or services on the Procure-
ment List, at prices established by the 
Committee, from AbilityOne partici-
pating nonprofit agencies if they are 
available within the period required. 
When identical supplies or services are 
on the Procurement List and the 
Schedule of Products issued by Federal 
Prison Industries, Inc., ordering offices 
shall purchase supplies and services in 
the following priorities: 

(1) Supplies: 
(i) Federal Prison Industries, Inc. (41 

U.S.C. 48). 
(ii) AbilityOne participating non-

profit agencies. 
(iii) Commercial sources. 
(2) Services: 
(i) AbilityOne participating nonprofit 

agencies. 
(ii) Federal Prison Industries, Inc., or 

commercial sources. 
(b) No other provision of the FAR 

shall be construed as permitting an ex-
ception to the mandatory purchase of 
items on the Procurement List. 

(c) The Procurement List identifies 
those supplies for which the ordering 
office must obtain a formal waiver 
(8.604) from Federal Prison Industries, 
Inc., before making any purchases from 
AbilityOne participating nonprofit 
agencies. 

[48 FR 42129, Sept. 19, 1983, as amended at 51 
FR 19713, May 30, 1986; 56 FR 15149, Apr. 15, 
1991; 59 FR 67028, Dec. 28, 1994; 69 FR 16150, 
Mar. 26, 2004; 73 FR 53995, Sept. 17, 2008] 

8.705 Procedures. 

8.705–1 General. 
(a) Ordering offices shall obtain sup-

plies and services on the Procurement 
List from the central nonprofit agency 
or its designated AbilityOne partici-
pating nonprofit agencies, except that 
supplies identified on the Procurement 
List as available from DLA, GSA, or 

VA supply distribution facilities shall 
be obtained through DLA, GSA, or VA 
procedures. If a distribution facility 
cannot provide the supplies, it shall in-
form the ordering office, which shall 
then order from the AbilityOne partici-
pating nonprofit agency designated by 
the Committee. 

(b) Supply distribution facilities in 
DLA and GSA shall obtain supplies on 
the Procurement List from the central 
nonprofit agency identified or its des-
ignated AbilityOneparticipating non-
profit agency. 

[48 FR 42129, Sept. 19, 1983, as amended at 59 
FR 67028, 67029, Dec. 28, 1994; 73 FR 53995, 
Sept. 17, 2008] 

8.705–2 Direct-order process. 
Central nonprofit agencies may au-

thorize ordering offices to transmit or-
ders for specific supplies or services di-
rectly to a AbilityOne participating 
nonprofit agency. The written author-
ization remains valid until it is re-
voked by the central nonprofit agency 
or the Committee. The central non-
profit agency shall specify the normal 
delivery or performance lead time re-
quired by the nonprofit agency. The or-
dering office shall reflect this lead 
time in its orders. 

[48 FR 42129, Sept. 19, 1983, as amended at 56 
FR 67136, Dec. 27, 1991; 59 FR 67029, Dec. 28, 
1994; 73 FR 53995, Sept. 17, 2008] 

8.705–3 Allocation process. 
(a) When the direct order process has 

not been authorized, the ordering office 
shall submit a written request for allo-
cation (requesting the designation of 
the AbilityOneparticipating nonprofit 
agency to produce the supplies or per-
form the service) to the central non-
profit agency designated in the Pro-
curement List. Ordering offices shall 
request allocations in sufficient time 
for a reply, for orders to be placed, and 
for the nonprofit agency to produce the 
supplies or provide the service within 
the required delivery or performance 
schedule. 

(b) The ordering office’s request to 
the central nonprofit agency for alloca-
tion shall include the following infor-
mation: 

(1) For supplies—Item name, stock 
number, latest specification, quantity, 
unit price, date delivery is required, 
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