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606.302–6 National security. 

(b) This subsection applies to all ac-
quisitions involving national security 
information, regardless of dollar 
amount. In no case shall information 
be classified in order to restrict com-
petition. Information may be classified 
only when its authorized disclosure 
could be expected to cause damage to 
national security. 

(c)(1) The Chief, Controls Division, 
Office of Intelligence Liaison, Direc-
torate for Coordination, Bureau of In-
telligence and Research, is responsible 
for reviewing and certifying on any 
proposed acquisitions derived from or 
funded or administered by intelligence 
community agencies that involve sen-
sitive compartmented information and 
ensuring that the provisions of Execu-
tive Order 12958 and FAR 6.302–6 have 
been met. The Office Director, Office of 
Information Security, Office of Secu-
rity Infrastructure, Bureau of Diplo-
matic Security (DS/SI/IS) is respon-
sible for reviewing and certifying on all 
other proposed acquisitions funded by 
the Department of State that involve 
national security information and en-
suring that the provisions of Executive 
Order 12958 and FAR 6.302–6 have been 
met. When disclosure of the Depart-
ment’s needs through full and open 
competition would compromise na-
tional security, the Justification for 
Other than Full and Open Competition 
shall include the following specific in-
formation: 

(i) How national security would be 
compromised if the Department of 
State’s (or other agencies’) needs were 
disclosed in the GPE; 

(ii) Why the GPE notice cannot be 
worded in such a manner that national 
security would not be compromised; 

(iii) Necessity for access to classified 
information to prepare technical and/or 
cost proposal and level of security 
clearance required; 

(iv) Necessity for access to classified 
information to perform the proposed 
contract and level of security clear-
ance required; 

(v) Number and value of contracts 
that the justification covers; and 

(vi) A statement as follows: ‘‘I hereby 
certify that the national security con-
cerns of the referenced acquisition(s) 

meet the criteria set forth in Executive 
Order 12958 and FAR 6.302–6’’. 

(2) Any acquisition involving na-
tional security information shall be 
publicized in the GPE unless disclosure 
of the agency’s needs would com-
promise national security. 

(3) The contracting officer is respon-
sible for soliciting offers from as many 
potential sources as is practicable 
under the circumstances. However, 
given the sensitivity required for ac-
quisitions involving national security 
information, it is expected that re-
quirements offices will work closely 
with the contracting officer in maxi-
mizing competition. 

[59 FR 66755, Dec. 28, 1994, as amended at 64 
FR 43621, Aug. 11, 1999; 69 FR 19331, Apr. 13, 
2004; 72 FR 45695, Aug. 15, 2007] 

606.302–7 Public interest. 
The authority to approve the deter-

mination prescribed in FAR 6.302–7(c) 
is reserved to the Secretary of State. 

606.303–1 Requirements. 
Justifications for contract actions 

prescribed in FAR 6.303–1(d) shall be 
forwarded by the contracting officer to 
A/OPE for transmittal to the Office of 
the United States Trade Representa-
tive. 

[53 FR 26165, July 11, 1988, as amended at 59 
FR 66755, Dec. 28, 1994] 

606.304 Approval of the justification. 
(a)(2) The approval authority for a 

proposed contract over $550,000 but not 
exceeding $11.5 million for domestic 
contracting activities that do not have 
a competition advocate is the Depart-
ment Competition Advocate. 

(d) The estimated dollar value of all 
options shall be included in deter-
mining the approval level of a jus-
tification. 

[59 FR 66755, Dec. 28, 1994, as amended at 64 
FR 43621, Aug. 11, 1999; 72 FR 45695, Aug. 15, 
2007] 

606.304–70 Acquisitions by overseas 
posts. 

The Departmental Competition Ad-
vocate is the approval authority for 
the purposes of FAR 6.304(a)(3). This 
authority is not redelegable. Any such 
justification must be transmitted 
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