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Federal Railroad Administration, DOT Pt. 232 

FRA safety appliance defect code section 2 Violation Willful viola-
tion 

231.31 Drawbars, standard height ..................................................................................................... 2,500 5,000 

1 A penalty may be assessed against an individual only for a willful violation. The Administrator reserves the right to assess a 
penalty of up to $100,000 for any violation where circumstances warrant. See 49 CFR part 209, appendix A. 

2 This schedule uses section numbers from FRA’s Safety Appliance Defect Code, a restatement of the CFR text in a reorga-
nized format. For convenience, and as an exception to FRA’s general policy, penalty citations will cite the defect code rather 
than the CFR. FRA reserves the right, should litigation become necessary, to substitute in its complaint the CFR and/or statutory 
citation in place of the defect code section cited in the penalty demand letter. 

[53 FR 52933, Dec. 29, 1988, as amended at 63 FR 11623, Mar. 10, 1998; 66 FR 4193, Jan. 17, 2001; 
73 FR 79703, Dec. 30, 2008] 
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49 CFR Ch. II (10–1–11 Edition) § 232.1 

AUTHORITY: 49 U.S.C. 20102–20103, 20107, 
20133, 20141, 20301–20303, 20306, 21301–21302, 
21304; 28 U.S.C. 2461, note; and 49 CFR 1.49. 

SOURCE: 66 FR 4193, Jan. 17, 2001, unless 
otherwise noted. 

Subpart A—General 
§ 232.1 Scope. 

(a) This part prescribes Federal safe-
ty standards for freight and other non- 
passenger train brake systems and 
equipment. Subpart E of this part pre-
scribes Federal safety standards not 
only for freight and other non-pas-
senger train brake systems and equip-
ment, but also for passenger train 
brake systems. This part does not re-
strict a railroad from adopting or en-
forcing additional or more stringent re-
quirements not inconsistent with this 
part. 

(b) Except as otherwise specifically 
provided in this paragraph or in this 
part, railroads to which this part ap-
plies shall comply with all the require-
ments contained in subparts A through 
C and subpart F of this part beginning 
on April 1, 2004. Sections 232.1 through 
232.13 and 232.17 through 232.21 of this 
part will become applicable to all rail-
roads to which this part applies begin-
ning on May 31, 2001. Subpart D of this 
part will become applicable to all rail-
roads to which this part applies begin-
ning on August 1, 2001. Subpart E of 
this part will become applicable to all 
trains operating on track which is part 
of the general railroad system of trans-
portation beginning on May 31, 2001. 

(c) A railroad may request earlier ap-
plication of the requirements con-
tained in subparts A through C and 
subpart F of this part upon written no-
tification to FRA’s Associate Adminis-
trator for Safety. Such a request shall 
indicate the railroad’s readiness and 
ability to comply with all of the re-
quirements contained in those sub-
parts. 

(d) Except for operations identified in 
§ 232.3(c)(1), (c)(4), and (c)(6) through 
(c)(8), all railroads which are part of 
the general railroad system of trans-
portation shall operate pursuant to the 
requirements contained in this part 232 
as it existed on May 31, 2001 and in-
cluded as appendix B to this part until 
they are either required to operate pur-

suant to the requirements contained in 
this part or the requirements con-
tained in part 238 of this chapter or 
they elect to comply earlier than oth-
erwise required with the requirements 
contained in this part or the require-
ments contained in part 238 of this 
chapter. 

[66 FR 4193, Jan. 17, 2001, as amended at 66 
FR 9906, Feb. 12, 2001] 

§ 232.3 Applicability. 

(a) Except as provided in paragraphs 
(b) and (c) of this section, this part ap-
plies to all railroads that operate 
freight or other non-passenger train 
service on standard gage track which is 
part of the general railroad system of 
transportation. This includes the oper-
ation of circus trains and private cars 
when hauled on such railroads. 

(b) Subpart E of this part, ‘‘End-of- 
Train Devices,’’ applies to all trains op-
erating on track which is part of the 
general railroad system of transpor-
tation unless specifically excepted in 
that subpart. 

(c) Except as provided in § 232.1(d) and 
paragraph (b) of this section, this part 
does not apply to: 

(1) A railroad that operates only on 
track inside an installation that is not 
part of the general railroad system of 
transportation. 

(2) Intercity or commuter passenger 
train operations on standard gage 
track which is part of the general rail-
road system of transportation; 

(3) Commuter or other short-haul rail 
passenger train operations in a metro-
politan or suburban area (as described 
by 49 U.S.C. 20102(1)), including public 
authorities operating passenger train 
service; 

(4) Rapid transit operations in an 
urban area that are not connected with 
the general railroad system of trans-
portation; 

(5) Tourist, scenic, historic, or excur-
sion operations, whether on or off the 
general railroad system; 

(6) Freight and other non-passenger 
trains of four-wheel coal cars; 

(7) Freight and other non-passenger 
trains of eight-wheel standard logging 
cars if the height of each car from the 
top of the rail to the center of the cou-
pling is not more than 25 inches; or 
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