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49 CFR Ch. III (10–1–11 Edition) § 387.401 

ELECTRONIC INSURANCE FILING TRANSACTIONS—Continued 

Field name Number of positions Description 

Required 
F=filing 

C=cancel 
B=both 

Start 
field End field 

Insured legal name ....... 120 Text ....................... Legal Name ..................................... B 19 138 
Insured d/b/a name ....... 60 Text ......................... Doing Business As Name If Dif-

ferent From Legal Name.
B 139 198 

Insured address ............ 35 Text ......................... Either street or mailing address ...... B 199 233 
Insured city .................... 30 Text ......................... ......................................................... B 234 263 
Insured state ................. 2 Text ........................... ......................................................... B 264 265 
Insured zip code ............ 9 Numeric (Do not include dash if using 9 digit 

code).
B 266 274 

Insured country ............. 2 Text ........................... (Will default to US) .......................... B 275 276 
Form code ..................... 10 Text ......................... BMC–91, BMC–91X, BMC–34, 

BMC–35, etc.
B 277 286 

Full, primary or excess 
coverage.

1 Text ........................... If BMC–91X, P or E = indicator of 
primary or excess policy; 1 = Full 
under § 387.303(b)(1); 2 = Full 
under § 387.303(b)(2).

F 287 287 

Limit of liability ............... 5 Numeric .................... $ in Thousands ............................... F 288 292 
Underlying limit of liabil-

ity.
5 Numeric .................... $ in Thousands (will default to $000 

if Primary).
F 293 297 

Effective date ................ 8 Text ........................... MM/DD/YY Format for both Filing 
or Cancellation.

B 298 305 

Policy number ............... 25 Text ......................... Surety companies may enter bond 
number.

B 306 330 

(d) All registered insurers agree to 
furnish upon request to the FMCSA a 
duplicate original of any policy (or 
policies) and all endorsements, surety 
bond, trust fund agreement, or other 
filing. 

[60 FR 16810, Apr. 3, 1995, as amended at 62 
FR 49942, Sept. 24, 1997; 66 FR 49873, Oct. 1, 
2001] 

Subpart D—Surety Bonds and Poli-
cies of Insurance for Freight 
Forwarders 

SOURCE: 55 FR 11201, Mar. 27, 1990, unless 
otherwise noted. Redesignated at 61 FR 54710, 
Oct. 21, 1996. 

§ 387.401 Definitions. 

(a) Freight forwarder means a person 
holding itself out to the general public 
(other than as an express, pipeline, 
rail, sleeping car, motor, or water car-
rier) to provide transportation of prop-
erty for compensation in interstate 
commerce, and in the ordinary course 
of its business: 

(1) Performs or provides for assem-
bling, consolidating, break-bulk, and 
distribution of shipments; and 

(2) Assumes responsibility for trans-
portation from place of receipt to des-
tination; and 

(3) Uses for any part of the transpor-
tation a carrier subject to FMCSA ju-
risdiction. 

(b) Household goods freight forwarder 
(HHGFF) means a freight forwarder of 
household goods, unaccompanied bag-
gage, or used automobiles. 

(c) Motor vehicle means any vehicle, 
machine, tractor, trailer, or 
semitrailer propelled or drawn by me-
chanical power and used to transport 
property, but does not include any ve-
hicle, locomotive, or car operated ex-
clusively on a rail or rails. The fol-
lowing combinations will be regarded 
as one motor vehicle: 

(1) A tractor that draws a trailer or 
semitrailer; and 

(2) A truck and trailer bearing a sin-
gle load. 

§ 387.403 General requirements. 
(a) Cargo. A household goods freight 

forwarder may not operate until it has 
filed with FMCSA an appropriate sur-
ety bond, certificate of insurance, 
qualifications as a self-insurer, or 
other securities or agreements, in the 
amounts prescribed in § 387.405, for loss 
of or damage to household goods. 

(b) Public liability. A HHGFF may not 
perform transfer, collection, and deliv-
ery service until it has filed with the 
FMCSA an appropriate surety bond, 
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