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49 CFR Ch. V (10–1–11 Edition) § 564.1 

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 72 FR 68266, Dec. 
4, 2007, part 564 was revised, effective Janu-
ary 15, 1981. effective September 1, 2008. At 73 
FR 50730, August 28, 2008, the revision was 
delayed until Dec. 1, 2009. At 74 FR 58214, 
Nov. 12, 2009, the revision was further de-
layed until December 1, 2012. For the conven-
ience of the user, the new part 564 follows 
the text of this part. 

§ 564.1 Scope. 

This part requires the submission of 
dimensional, electrical specification, 
and marking/designation information, 
as specified in appendix A and appendix 
B of this part, for original equipment 
replaceable light sources used in motor 
vehicle headlighting systems. 

[61 FR 20500, May 7, 1996] 

§ 564.2 Purposes. 

The purposes of this part are 
achieved through its Appendices: 

(a) The purposes of appendix A of this 
part are to ensure 

(1) The availability to replacement 
light source manufacturers of the man-
ufacturing specifications of original 
equipment light sources so that re-
placement light sources are inter-
changeable with original equipment 
light sources and provide equivalent 
performance, and 

(2) That redesigned or newly devel-
oped light sources are designated as 
distinct, different, and noninterchange-
able with previously existing light 
sources. 

(b) The purposes of appendix B of this 
part are to ensure 

(1) That original equipment light 
sources are replaceable and that re-
placement light sources provide equiv-
alent performance, and 

(2) That redesignated or newly devel-
oped light sources are designated as 
distinct, different, and noninterchange-
able with previously existing light 
sources. 

[61 FR 20500, May 7, 1996] 

§ 564.3 Applicability. 

This part applies to replaceable light 
sources used as original equipment in 
motor vehicle headlighting systems. 

[60 FR 14228, Mar. 16, 1995] 

§ 564.4 Definitions. 
All terms defined in the Act and the 

regulations and standards issued under 
its authority are used as defined there-
in. 

§ 564.5 Information filing; agency proc-
essing of filings. 

(a) Each manufacturer of a motor ve-
hicle, original equipment headlamp, or 
original equipment headlamp replace-
able light source, which intends to 
manufacture a replaceable light source 
as original equipment or to incorporate 
a replaceable light source in its 
headlamps or motor vehicles, shall fur-
nish the information specified in ap-
pendix A. If the rated laboratory life of 
the light source is not less than 2,000 
hours, the manufacturer shall furnish 
the information specified in either ap-
pendix A or appendix B of this part. In-
formation shall be furnished to: Asso-
ciate Administrator for Safety Per-
formance Standards, National Highway 
Traffic Safety Administration, 400 Sev-
enth Street SW, Washington, D.C. 
20590. Attention: Part 564—Replaceable 
Light Source Information (unless the 
agency has already filed such informa-
tion in Docket No. NHTSA 98–3397). 

(b) The manufacturer shall submit 
such information not later than 60 days 
before it intends to begin the manufac-
ture of the replaceable light source to 
which the information applies, or to in-
corporate the light source into a 
headlamp or motor vehicle of its manu-
facture. Each submission shall consist 
of one original set of information and 
10 legible reproduced copies, all on 81⁄2 
by 11-inch paper. 

(c) The Associate Administrator 
promptly reviews each submission and 
informs the manufacturer not later 
than 30 days after its receipt whether 
the submission has been accepted. 
Upon acceptance, the Associate Admin-
istrator files the information in Docket 
No. NHTSA 98–3397. The Associate Ad-
ministrator does not accept any sub-
mission that does not contain all the 
information specified in appendix A or 
appendix B of this part, or whose ac-
companying information indicates that 
any new light source which is the sub-
ject of a submission is interchangeable 
with any replaceable light source for 
which the agency has previously filed 
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information in Docket No. NHTSA 98– 
3397. 

(d) A manufacturer may request 
modification of a light source for 
which information has previously been 
filed in Docket No. NHTSA 98–3397, and 
the submission shall be processed in 
the manner provided by § 564.5(c). A re-
quest for modification shall contain 
the following: 

(1) All the information specified in 
appendix A or appendix B of this part 
that is relevant to the modification re-
quested, 

(2) The reason for the requested 
modification, 

(3) A statement that use of the light 
source as modified will not create a 
noncompliance with any requirement 
of Motor Vehicle Safety Standard No. 
108 (49 CFR 571.108) when used to re-
place an unmodified light source in a 
headlamp certified by its manufacturer 
as conforming to all applicable Federal 
motor vehicle safety standards, to-
gether with reasons in support of the 
statement; and 

(4) Information demonstrating that 
the modification would not adversely 
affect interchangeability with the 
original light source. 

After review of the request for modi-
fication, the Associate Administrator 
may seek further information either 
from the manufacturer or through a 
notice published in the FEDERAL REG-
ISTER requesting comment on whether 
a modified light source incorporating 
the changes requested will create a 
noncompliance with Motor Vehicle 
Safety Standard No. 108 when sub-
stituted for an unmodified light source. 
If the Associate Administrator seeks 
comment public comment on a submis-
sion, (s)he shall publish a further no-
tice stating whether (s)he has accepted 
or rejected the submission. If a submis-
sion is accepted, the Associate Admin-
istrator files the information in Docket 
No. NHTSA 98–3397. If a submission is 
rejected, a manufacturer may submit 
information with respect to it, as pro-
vided in paragraph 564.5(a), for consid-
eration as a new light source after such 
changes as will ensure that it is not 
interchangeable with the light source 
for which modification was originally 
requested. 

(e) Information submitted under this 
section is made available by NHTSA 
for public inspection as soon as prac-
ticable after its receipt, but not later 
than the date on which a vehicle 
equipped with a new or revised replace-
able light source is offered for sale. 

[60 FR 14228, Mar. 16, 1995, as amended at 61 
FR 20500, May 7, 1996; 63 FR 42587, Aug. 10, 
1998] 

APPENDIX A TO PART 564—INFORMATION 
TO BE SUBMITTED FOR REPLACEABLE 
LIGHT SOURCES 

I. Filament or Discharge Arc Position Dimen-
sions and Tolerances Using Either Direct Fila-
ment or Discharge Arc Dimensions or the 
Three Dimensional Filament or Discharge Arc 
Tolerance Box. 

A. Lower beam filament dimensions or 
filament tolerance box dimensions and rela-
tion of these to the bulb base reference plane 
and centerline. 

1. Axial location of the filament centerline 
or the filament tolerance box relative to the 
bulb base reference plane. 

2. Vertical location of the filament center-
line or the filament tolerance box relative to 
the bulb base centerline. 

3. Transverse location of the filament cen-
terline or the filament tolerance box relative 
to the bulb base centerline. 

4. Filament tolerance box dimensions, if 
used. 

B. Upper beam filament dimensions or the 
filament tolerance box dimensions, and rela-
tion of these to the bulb base reference plane 
and centerline. 

1. Axial location of the filament centerline 
or the filament tolerance box relative to the 
bulb base reference plane. 

2. Vertical location of the filament center-
line or the filament tolerance box relative to 
the bulb base centerline. 

3. Transverse location of the filament cen-
terline or the filament tolerance box relative 
to the bulb base centerline. 

4. Filament tolerance box dimensions, if 
used. 

C. If the replaceable light source has both 
a lower beam and an upper beam filament, 
the dimensional relationship between the 
two filament centerlines or the filament tol-
erance boxes may be provided instead of ref-
erencing the upper beam filament centerline 
or filament tolerance box to the bulb base 
centerline or reference plane. 

D. For a light source using excited gas 
mixtures as a filament, necessary fiducial in-
formation and specifications including elec-
trode position dimensions and tolerance in-
formation that provide similar location and 
characteristics information required by 
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