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of the VIN shall also submit the three 
characters of the first section that con-
stitutes a part of their identifier. 

(c) Manufacturers of vehicles subject 
to the requirements of this part shall 
submit to NHTSA the information nec-
essary to decipher the characters con-
tained in its VINs. Amendments to this 
information shall be submitted to the 
agency for VINs containing an amend-
ed coding. The agency will not rou-
tinely provide written approvals of 
these submissions, but will contact the 
manufacturer should any corrections 
to these submissions be necessary. 

(d) The information required under 
paragraph (c) of this section shall be 
submitted at least 60 days prior to of-
fering for sale the first vehicle identi-
fied by a VIN containing that informa-
tion, or if information concerning vehi-
cle characteristics sufficient to specify 
the VIN code is unavailable to the 
manufacturer by that date, then within 
one week after that information first 
becomes available. The information 
shall be addressed to: Administrator, 
National Highway Traffic Safety Ad-
ministration, 1200 New Jersey Avenue, 
SE, Washington, DC 20590, Attention: 
VIN Coordinator. 

Subpart C—Alternative VIN Re-
quirements In Effect for Lim-
ited Period 

§ 565.20 Purpose and scope. 
This part specifies the format, con-

tent and physical requirements for a 
vehicle identification number (VIN) 
system and its installation to simplify 
vehicle identification information re-
trieval and to increase the accuracy 
and efficiency of vehicle recall cam-
paigns. 

§ 565.21 Applicability. 
See subpart A of this part 565 regard-

ing the applicability of this subpart. 
This part applies to passenger cars, 
multipurpose passenger vehicles, 
trucks, buses, trailers (including trail-
er kits), incomplete vehicles, and mo-
torcycles. Vehicles imported into the 
United States under 49 CFR 591.5(f), 
other than by the corporation respon-
sible for the assembly of that vehicle 
or a subsidiary of such a corporation, 
are excluded from requirements of 

§ 565.23(b), §§ 565.23(c), 565.23(g), 565.23(h), 
565.24 and 565.25. 

[73 FR 23379, Apr. 30, 2008, as amended at 73 
FR 28371, May 16, 2008] 

§ 565.22 Definitions. 

(a) Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Stand-
ards Definitions. Unless otherwise indi-
cated, all terms used in this part that 
are defined in 49 CFR 571.3 are used as 
defined in 49 CFR 571.3. 

(b) Body type means the general con-
figuration or shape of a vehicle distin-
guished by such characteristics as the 
number of doors or windows, cargo-car-
rying features and the roofline (e.g., 
sedan, fastback, hatchback). 

(c) Check digit means a single number 
or the letter X used to verify the accu-
racy of the transcription of the vehicle 
identification number. 

(d) Engine type means a power source 
with defined characteristics such as 
fuel utilized, number of cylinders, dis-
placement, and net brake horsepower. 
The specific manufacturer and make 
shall be represented if the engine pow-
ers a passenger car or a multipurpose 
passenger vehicle, or truck with a 
gross vehicle weight rating of 4536 kg. 
(10,000 lbs.) or less. 

(e) Incomplete vehicle means an assem-
blage consisting, as a minimum, of 
frame and chassis structure, power 
train, steering system, suspension sys-
tem and braking system, to the extent 
that those systems are to be part of the 
completed vehicle, that requires fur-
ther manufacturing operations, other 
than the addition of readily attachable 
components, such as mirrors or tire 
and rim assemblies, or minor finishing 
operations such as painting, to become 
a completed vehicle. 

(f) Line means a name that a manu-
facturer applies to a family of vehicles 
within a make which have a degree of 
commonality in construction, such as 
body, chassis or cab type. 

(g) Make means a name that a manu-
facturer applies to a group of vehicles 
or engines. 

(h) Manufacturer means a person— 
(1) Manufacturing or assembling 

motor vehicles or motor vehicle equip-
ment; or 

(2) Importing motor vehicles or 
motor vehicle equipment for resale. 
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