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Office of Personnel Management § 531.206 

geographic conversion rule, that an 
employee’s official worksite is changed 
to a new location that would cause the 
employee to lose or gain coverage 
under a location-based pay schedule 
(i.e., locality rate schedule or special 
rate schedule) if the employee were to 
remain in the same position of record. 

Within-grade increase has the meaning 
given that term in § 531.403. 

[70 FR 31291, May 31, 2005, as amended at 73 
FR 66152, Nov. 7, 2008; 73 FR 76847, Dec. 18, 
2008] 

§ 531.204 Entitlement to other rates of 
pay. 

(a) A law enforcement officer is enti-
tled to LEO special base rates in lieu of 
GS rates at grades GS–3 through GS–10. 
A law enforcement officer is entitled to 
the LEO special base rate that cor-
responds to his or her grade and step. If 
an employee loses LEO status, the em-
ployee is entitled to the GS rate for his 
or her grade and step unless a higher 
rate is set under the maximum payable 
rate rule in § 531.221 or under the pay 
retention rules in 5 CFR part 536, as ap-
plicable. LEO special base rates are 
used in computing locality rates, as 
provided in subpart F of this part. A 
law enforcement officer may be enti-
tled to a special rate that is computed 
using the underlying GS rate for the 
LEO’s grade and step. 

(b) When an employee’s GS rate or 
LEO special base rate is determined 
under the rules of this subpart, the 
agency must determine any other rate 
of basic pay to which the employee is 
entitled, including a locality rate 
under subpart F of this part and a spe-
cial rate under 5 CFR part 530, subpart 
C, or other legal authority (e.g., 38 
U.S.C. 7455). The employee is entitled 
to the highest applicable rate of basic 
pay as his or her payable rate. When an 
employee’s special rate is surpassed by 
a higher locality rate, his or her enti-
tlement to a special rate is terminated, 
as provided in § 530.303(d). 

(c) When application of the rules in 
this subpart results in setting an em-
ployee’s payable rate in the highest ap-
plicable pay schedule (e.g., a locality 
rate schedule or a special rate sched-
ule), the agency must determine the 
employee’s underlying GS rate or LEO 
special base rate, as applicable, based 

on that payable rate (i.e., by finding 
the corresponding underlying rate with 
the same grade and step (or relative po-
sition in range for a GM employee) as 
the payable rate). 

[70 FR 31291, May 31, 2005, as amended at 73 
FR 66152, Nov. 7, 2008] 

§ 531.205 Converting pay upon change 
in location of employee’s official 
worksite. 

When an employee’s official worksite 
is changed to a new location where dif-
ferent pay schedules apply, the agency 
must convert the employee’s rate(s) of 
basic pay to the applicable pay sched-
ule(s) in the new location before proc-
essing any simultaneous pay action 
(other than a general pay adjustment, 
as provided in § 531.206). The agency 
must first set the employee’s rate(s) of 
basic pay in the applicable pay sched-
ule(s) in the new location based on his 
or her position of record (including 
grade) and step (or a GM employee’s 
GS rate) immediately before the 
change in the employee’s official work-
site. The resulting rate must be used as 
the existing rate in processing the next 
simultaneous pay action in the order of 
precedence, using the applicable pay 
schedules in the new location. In con-
junction with any simultaneous pay 
actions, the employee’s rate(s) of basic 
pay will then be set based on the em-
ployee’s new position of record and new 
official worksite. 

[70 FR 31291, May 31, 2005, as amended at 73 
FR 66152, Nov. 7, 2008] 

§ 531.206 Order of processing simulta-
neous pay actions. 

When multiple pay actions with the 
same effective date affect an employ-
ee’s rate of basic pay, the actions will 
be processed in the following order: 

(a) Process general pay adjustments 
before any individual pay action that 
takes effect at the same time. General 
pay adjustments include an annual ad-
justment in the General Schedule 
under 5 U.S.C. 5303; an adjustment in 
LEO special base rates; an adjustment 
of a locality pay percentage under sub-
part F of this part; the establishment 
or adjustment of a special rate sched-
ule under 5 CFR part 530, subpart C, or 
similar legal authority (e.g., 38 U.S.C. 
7455); and an adjustment of a retained 
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