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Fishery Conservation and Management § 622.32 

gillnet or trammel net and any Carib-
bean reef fish or Caribbean spiny lob-
ster in or from the Caribbean EEZ is 
prima facie evidence of violation of 
this paragraph (l). A gillnet or trammel 
net used in the Caribbean EEZ to fish 
for any other species must be tended at 
all times. 

(m) Weak link. A bottom trawl that 
does not have a weak link in the tick-
ler chain may not be used to fish in the 
Gulf EEZ. For the purposes of this 
paragraph, a weak link is defined as a 
length or section of the tickler chain 
that has a breaking strength less than 
the chain itself and is easily seen as 
such when visually inspected. 

(n) Gulf reef fish other than sand 
perch or dwarf sand perch may not be 
used as bait in any fishery, except that, 
when purchased from a fish processor, 
the filleted carcasses and offal of Gulf 
reef fish may be used as bait in trap 
fisheries for blue crab, stone crab, 
deep-water crab, and spiny lobster. 

[61 FR 34934, July 3, 1996, as amended at 62 
FR 13987, Mar. 25, 1997; 63 FR 10567, Mar. 4, 
1998; 63 FR 57590, Oct. 28, 1998; 67 FR 51079, 
Aug. 7, 2002; 70 FR 62080, Oct. 28, 2005; 70 FR 
76219, Dec. 23, 2005; 71 FR 45435, Aug. 9, 2006; 
73 FR 411, Jan. 3, 2008] 

§ 622.32 Prohibited and limited-har-
vest species. 

(a) General. The harvest and posses-
sion restrictions of this section apply 
without regard to whether the species 
is harvested by a vessel operating 
under a commercial vessel permit. The 
operator of a vessel that fishes in the 
EEZ is responsible for the limit appli-
cable to that vessel. 

(b) Prohibited species. Prohibited spe-
cies, by geographical area, are as fol-
lows: 

(1) Caribbean. (i) Caribbean prohibited 
coral may not be fished for or possessed 
in or from the Caribbean EEZ. The tak-
ing of Caribbean prohibited coral in the 
Caribbean EEZ is not considered un-
lawful possession provided it is re-
turned immediately to the sea in the 
general area of fishing. 

(ii) No person may fish for or possess 
goliath grouper and Nassau grouper in 
or from the Caribbean EEZ. Such fish 
caught in the Caribbean EEZ must be 
released immediately with a minimum 
of harm. 

(iii) Egg-bearing spiny lobster in the 
Caribbean EEZ must be returned to the 
water unharmed. An egg-bearing spiny 
lobster may be retained in a trap, pro-
vided the trap is returned immediately 
to the water. An egg-bearing spiny lob-
ster may not be stripped, scraped, 
shaved, clipped, or in any other manner 
molested, in order to remove the eggs. 

(iv) No person may fish for or possess 
on board a fishing vessel a Caribbean 
queen conch in or from the Caribbean 
EEZ, in the area east of 64°34′ W. lon-
gitude which includes Lang Bank east 
of St. Croix, U.S. Virgin Islands, except 
during November 1 through May 31. 

(2) Gulf. (i) Gulf and South Atlantic 
prohibited coral taken as incidental 
catch in the Gulf EEZ must be re-
turned immediately to the sea in the 
general area of fishing. In fisheries 
where the entire catch is landed 
unsorted, such as the scallop and 
groundfish fisheries, unsorted prohib-
ited coral may be landed ashore; how-
ever, no person may sell or purchase 
such prohibited coral. 

(ii) Goliath grouper may not be har-
vested or possessed in or from the Gulf 
EEZ. 

(iii) Red drum and Nassau grouper 
may not be harvested or possessed in or 
from the Gulf EEZ. Such fish caught in 
the Gulf EEZ must be released imme-
diately with a minimum of harm. 

(3) South Atlantic. (i) Gulf and South 
Atlantic prohibited coral taken as inci-
dental catch in the South Atlantic EEZ 
must be returned immediately to the 
sea in the general area of fishing. In 
fisheries where the entire catch is land-
ed unsorted, such as the scallop and 
groundfish fisheries, unsorted prohib-
ited coral may be landed ashore; how-
ever, no person may sell or purchase 
such prohibited coral. 

(ii) Goliath grouper and Nassau 
grouper may not be harvested or pos-
sessed in or from the South Atlantic 
EEZ. Goliath grouper and Nassau 
grouper taken in the South Atlantic 
EEZ incidentally by hook-and-line 
must be released immediately by cut-
ting the line without removing the fish 
from the water. 

(iii) Wild live rock may not be har-
vested or possessed in the South Atlan-
tic EEZ. 
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(iv) It is intended that no female 
golden crabs in or from the South At-
lantic EEZ be retained on board a ves-
sel and that any female golden crab in 
or from the South Atlantic EEZ be re-
leased in a manner that will ensure 
maximum probability of survival. How-
ever, to accommodate legitimate inci-
dental catch and retention, the number 
of female golden crabs in or from the 
South Atlantic EEZ retained on board 
a vessel may not exceed 0.5 percent, by 
number, of all golden crabs on board. 
See § 622.45(f)(1) regarding the prohibi-
tion of sale of female golden crabs. 

(v) South Atlantic snapper-grouper 
may not be possessed in whole, gutted, 
or filleted form by a person aboard a 
vessel fishing for or possessing golden 
crab in or from the South Atlantic EEZ 
or possessing a golden crab trap in the 
South Atlantic. Only the head, fins, 
and backbone (collectively the ‘‘rack’’) 
of South Atlantic snapper-grouper may 
be possessed for use as bait. 

(vi) Red snapper may not be har-
vested or possessed in or from the 
South Atlantic EEZ. Such fish caught 
in the South Atlantic EEZ must be re-
leased immediately with a minimum of 
harm. In addition, for a person on 
board a vessel for which a valid Federal 
commercial or charter vessel/headboat 
permit for South Atlantic snapper- 
grouper has been issued, the provisions 
of this closure apply in the South At-
lantic, regardless of where such fish are 
harvested, i.e., in State or Federal wa-
ters. 

(vii) Speckled hind and warsaw 
grouper may not be harvested or pos-
sessed in or from the South Atlantic 
EEZ. Such fish caught in the South At-
lantic EEZ must be released imme-
diately with a minimum of harm. 
These restrictions also apply in the 
South Atlantic on board a vessel for 
which a valid Federal commercial or 
charter vessel/headboat permit for 
South Atlantic snapper-grouper has 
been issued, i.e., in State or Federal 
waters. 

(c) Limited-harvest species. A person 
who fishes in the EEZ may not com-
bine a harvest limitation specified in 
this paragraph (c) with a harvest limi-
tation applicable to state waters. A 
species subject to a harvest limitation 
specified in this paragraph (c) taken in 

the EEZ may not be transferred at sea, 
regardless of where such transfer takes 
place, and such species may not be 
transferred in the EEZ. 

(1) Cobia. No person may possess 
more than two cobia per day in or from 
the Gulf, Mid-Atlantic, or South Atlan-
tic EEZ, regardless of the number of 
trips or duration of a trip. 

(2) Cubera snapper. No person may 
harvest more than two cubera snapper 
measuring 30 inches (76.2 cm), TL, or 
larger, per day in the South Atlantic 
EEZ off Florida and no more than two 
such cubera snapper in or from the 
South Atlantic EEZ off Florida may be 
possessed on board a vessel at any 
time. 

[61 FR 34934, July 3, 1996, as amended at 61 
FR 43959, Aug. 27, 1996; 62 FR 13988, Mar. 25, 
1997; 63 FR 10567, Mar. 4, 1998; 70 FR 62081, 
Oct. 28, 2005; 73 FR 58060, Oct. 6, 2008; 75 FR 
76889, Dec. 9, 2010; 75 FR 82293, Dec. 30, 2010; 
76 FR 23908, Apr. 29, 2011; 76 FR 30554, May 26, 
2011] 

§ 622.33 Caribbean EEZ seasonal and/ 
or area closures. 

(a) Seasonal closures. In addition to 
the other restrictions specified in this 
paragraph (a), fishing with pots, traps, 
bottom longlines, gillnets or trammel 
nets is prohibited year-round in the 
closed areas specified in paragraphs 
(a)(1), (2), (3), and (8) of this section. 

(1) Mutton snapper spawning aggrega-
tion area. From March 1 through June 
30, each year, fishing is prohibited in 
that part of the following area that is 
in the EEZ. The area is bounded by 
rhumb lines connecting, in order, the 
points listed. 

Point North lat. West long. 

A ............................................ 17°37.8′ 64°53.0′ 
B ............................................ 17°39.0′ 64°53.0′ 
C ............................................ 17°39.0′ 64°50.5′ 
D ............................................ 17°38.1′ 64°50.5′ 
E ............................................ 17°37.8′ 64°52.5′ 
A ............................................ 17°37.8′ 64°53.0′ 

(2) Red hind spawning aggregation 
areas. From December 1 through Feb-
ruary 28, each year, fishing is prohib-
ited in those parts of the following 
areas that are in the EEZ. Each area is 
bounded by rhumb lines connecting, in 
order, the points listed. 

(i) East of St. Croix. 
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