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limits, size limits, gear harvest limits, 
and other restrictions required to pre-
vent exceeding allocations or quotas. 

(k) South Atlantic coral, coral reefs, 
and live/hard bottom habitats. Defini-
tions of essential fish habitat and es-
sential fish habitat HAPCs or Coral 
HAPCs. 

(l) Atlantic dolphin and wahoo. Bio-
mass levels, age-structured analyses, 
MSY, OY, ABC, TAC, trip limits, min-
imum sizes, gear regulations and re-
strictions, permit requirements, sea-
sonal or area closures, sub-zones and 
their management measures, over-
fishing definitions and other status de-
termination criteria, time frame for re-
covery of Atlantic dolphin or wahoo if 
overfished, fishing year (adjustment 
not to exceed 2 months), authority for 
the RA to close a fishery when a quota 
is reached or is projected to be reached 
or reopen a fishery when additional 
quota becomes available, definitions of 
essential fish habitat, and essential 
fish habitat HAPCs or Coral HAPCs. 

[61 FR 34934, July 3, 1996, as amended at 61 
FR 43960, Aug. 27, 1996; 62 FR 13988, Mar. 25, 
1997; 62 FR 18539, Apr. 16, 1997; 63 FR 10569, 
Mar. 4, 1998; 63 FR 18144, Apr. 14, 1998; 64 FR 
36781, July 8, 1999; 65 FR 31835, May 19, 2000; 
65 FR 37296, June 14, 2000; 65 FR 51253, Aug. 
23, 2000; 67 FR 22362, May 3, 2002; 69 FR 30242, 
May 27, 2004; 73 FR 5128, Jan. 29, 2008; 73 FR 
58060, Oct. 6, 2008; 75 FR 82293, Dec. 30, 2010] 

§ 622.49 Accountability measures. 
(a) Gulf reef fish—(1) Greater 

amberjack—(i) Commercial fishery. If 
commercial landings, as estimated by 
the SRD, reach or are projected to 
reach the applicable quota specified in 
§ 622.42(a)(1)(v), the Assistant Adminis-
trator for Fisheries, NOAA, (AA) will 
file a notification with the Office of the 
Federal Register to close the commer-
cial fishery for the remainder of the 
fishing year. In addition, if despite 
such closure, commercial landings ex-
ceed the quota, the AA will file a noti-
fication with the Office of the Federal 
Register, at or near the beginning of 
the following fishing year to reduce the 
quota for that following year by the 
amount of the overage in the prior fish-
ing year. 

(ii) Recreational fishery. If rec-
reational landings, as estimated by the 
SRD, reach or are projected to reach 
the applicable recreational quota speci-

fied in § 622.42(a)(2)(ii), the AA will file 
a notification with the Office of the 
Federal Register, to close the rec-
reational fishery for the remainder of 
the fishing year. In addition, if despite 
such closure, recreational landings ex-
ceed the quota, the AA will file a noti-
fication with the Office of the Federal 
Register, at or near the beginning of 
the following fishing year, to reduce 
the quota for that following year by 
the amount of the overage in the prior 
fishing year, and to reduce the length 
of the recreational fishing season for 
the following fishing year by the 
amount necessary to recover the over-
age from the prior fishing year. Fur-
ther, during that following year, if nec-
essary, the AA may file additional no-
tification with the Office of the Fed-
eral Register to readjust the reduced 
fishing season to ensure recreational 
harvest achieves but does not exceed 
the intended harvest level. 

(2) Gray triggerfish—(i) Commercial 
fishery. If commercial landings, as esti-
mated by the SRD, reach or are pro-
jected to reach the applicable quota 
specified in § 622.42(a)(1)(vi), the AA 
will file a notification with the Office 
of the Federal Register to close the 
commercial fishery for the remainder 
of the fishing year. In addition, if de-
spite such closure, commercial land-
ings exceed the applicable annual catch 
limit (ACL), the AA will file a notifica-
tion with the Office of the Federal Reg-
ister, at or near the beginning of the 
following fishing year, to reduce the 
quota for that following year by the 
amount the prior-year ACL was exceed-
ed. The applicable ACLs are 105,000 lb 
(47,627 kg) for 2008, 122,000 lb (55,338 kg) 
for 2009, and 138,000 lb (62,596 kg) for 
2010 and subsequent fishing years. 

(ii) Recreational fishery. If rec-
reational landings, as estimated by the 
SRD, exceed the applicable ACL, the 
AA will file a notification with the Of-
fice of the Federal Register reducing 
the length of the following recreational 
fishing season by the amount necessary 
to ensure recreational landings do not 
exceed the recreational target total al-
lowable catch for that following fishing 
year. The applicable ACLs are 394,000 lb 
(178,715 kg) for 2008, 426,000 lb (193,230 
kg) for 2009, and 457,000 lb (207,291 kg) 
for 2010 and subsequent fishing years. 
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The recreational target total allowable 
catches are 356,000 lb (161,479 kg) for 
2009 and 405,000 lb (183,705 kg) for 2010 
and subsequent fishing years. Rec-
reational landings will be evaluated 
relative to the applicable ACL as fol-
lows. For 2008, only 2008 recreational 
landings will be compared to the ACL; 
in 2009, the average of 2008 and 2009 rec-
reational landings will be compared to 
the ACL; and in 2010 and subsequent 
fishing years, the 3-year running aver-
age recreational landings will be com-
pared to the ACL. 

(3) Shallow-water grouper (SWG) com-
bined—(i) Commercial fishery. If SWG 
commercial landings exceed the appli-
cable ACL as specified in this para-
graph (a)(3)(i), the AA will file a notifi-
cation with the Office of the Federal 
Register, at or near the beginning of 
the following fishing year, to maintain 
the SWG commercial quota for that 
following year at the level of the prior 
year’s quota. The applicable commer-
cial ACLs for SWG, in gutted weight, 
are 7.99 million lb (3.62 million kg) for 
2010, and 8.04 million lb (3.65 million 
kg) for 2011 and subsequent fishing 
years. 

(ii) [Reserved] 
(4) Gag—(i) Commercial fishery. If gag 

commercial landings exceed the appli-
cable ACL as specified in this para-
graph (a)(4)(i), the AA will file a notifi-
cation with the Office of the Federal 
Register, at or near the beginning of 
the following fishing year, to maintain 
the gag commercial quota for that fol-
lowing year at the level of the prior 
year’s quota. The applicable commer-
cial ACLs for gag, in gutted weight, are 
1.71 million lb (0.78 million kg) for 2010, 
and 1.76 million lb (0.80 million kg) for 
2011 and subsequent fishing years. 

(ii) Recreational fishery. If gag rec-
reational landings, as estimated by the 
SRD, exceed the applicable ACL speci-
fied in this paragraph (a)(4)(ii), the AA 
will file a notification with the Office 
of the Federal Register, at or near the 
beginning of the following fishing year, 
to maintain the gag target catch level 
for that following year at the level of 
the prior year’s target catch. In addi-
tion, the notification will reduce the 
length of the recreational SWG fishing 
season the following fishing year by 
the amount necessary to ensure gag 

recreational landings do not exceed the 
recreational target catch level in that 
following fishing year. The applicable 
recreational ACLs for gag, in gutted 
weight, are 2.59 million lb (1.17 million 
kg) for 2009, 2.64 million lb (1.20 million 
kg) for 2010, and 2.67 million lb (1.21 
million kg) for 2011 and subsequent 
fishing years. The recreational target 
catch levels for gag, in gutted weight, 
are 2.06 million lb (0.93 million kg) for 
2009, 2.14 million lb (0.97 million kg) for 
2010, and 2.20 million lb (1.00 million 
kg) for 2011 and subsequent fishing 
years. Recreational landings will be 
evaluated relative to the applicable 
ACL as follows. For 2009, only 2009 rec-
reational landings will be compared to 
the ACL; in 2010, the average of 2009 
and 2010 recreational landings will be 
compared to the ACL; and in 2011 and 
subsequent fishing years, the 3-year 
running average recreational landings 
will be compared to the ACL. 

(5) Red grouper—(i) Commercial fishery. 
If red grouper commercial landings ex-
ceed the ACL, 5.87 million lb (2.66 mil-
lion kg) gutted weight, the AA will file 
a notification with the Office of the 
Federal Register, at or near the begin-
ning of the following fishing year, to 
maintain the red grouper commercial 
quota for that following year at the 
level of the prior year’s quota. 

(ii) Recreational fishery. If red grouper 
recreational landings, as estimated by 
the SRD, exceed the applicable ACL 
specified in this paragraph (a)(5)(ii), 
the AA will file a notification with the 
Office of the Federal Register, at or 
near the beginning of the following 
fishing year, to maintain the red 
grouper target catch level for that fol-
lowing year at the level of the prior 
year’s target catch. In addition, the no-
tification will reduce the length of the 
recreational SWG fishing season the 
following fishing year by the amount 
necessary to ensure red grouper rec-
reational landings do not exceed the 
recreational target catch level the fol-
lowing fishing year. The recreational 
ACL for red grouper, in gutted weight, 
is 1.85 million lb (0.84 million kg). The 
recreational target catch level for red 
grouper, in gutted weight, is 1.82 mil-
lion lb (0.82 million kg). Recreational 
landings will be evaluated relative to 
the applicable ACL as follows. For 2009, 
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only 2009 recreational landings will be 
compared to the ACL; in 2010, the aver-
age of 2009 and 2010 recreational land-
ings will be compared to the ACL; and 
in 2011 and subsequent fishing years, 
the 3-year running average rec-
reational landings will be compared to 
the ACL. 

(b) South Atlantic snapper-grouper. (1) 
Golden tilefish—(i) Commercial fishery. If 
commercial landings, as estimated by 
the SRD, reach or are projected to 
reach the quota specified in 
§ 622.42(e)(2), the AA will file a notifica-
tion with the Office of the Federal Reg-
ister to close the commercial fishery 
for the remainder of the fishing year. 

(ii) Recreational fishery. If rec-
reational landings, as estimated by the 
SRD, exceed the recreational annual 
catch limit (ACL) of 1,578 fish, the AA 
will file a notification with the Office 
of the Federal Register, at or near the 
beginning of the following fishing year, 
to reduce the length of the following 
recreational fishing season by the 
amount necessary to ensure rec-
reational landings do not exceed the 
recreational ACL in the following fish-
ing year. Recreational landings will be 
evaluated relative to the ACL as fol-
lows. For 2010, only 2010 recreational 
landings will be compared to the ACL; 
in 2011, the average of 2010 and 2011 rec-
reational landings will be compared to 
the ACL; and in 2012 and subsequent 
fishing years, the most recent 3-year 
running average recreational landings 
will be compared to the ACL. 

(2) Snowy grouper—(i) Commercial fish-
ery. If commercial landings, as esti-
mated by the SRD, reach or are pro-
jected to reach the quota specified in 
§ 622.42(e)(1), the AA will file a notifica-
tion with the Office of the Federal Reg-
ister to close the commercial fishery 
for the remainder of the fishing year. 

(ii) Recreational fishery. If rec-
reational landings, as estimated by the 
SRD, exceed the recreational ACL of 
523 fish, the AA will file a notification 
with the Office of the Federal Register, 
at or near the beginning of the fol-
lowing fishing year, to reduce the 
length of the following recreational 
fishing season by the amount necessary 
to ensure recreational landings do not 
exceed the recreational ACL in the fol-
lowing fishing year. Recreational land-

ings will be evaluated relative to the 
ACL as follows. For 2010, only 2010 rec-
reational landings will be compared to 
the ACL; in 2011, the average of 2010 
and 2011 recreational landings will be 
compared to the ACL; and in 2012 and 
subsequent fishing years, the most re-
cent 3-year running average rec-
reational landings will be compared to 
the ACL. 

(3) Gag—(i) Commercial fishery. If com-
mercial landings, as estimated by the 
SRD, reach or are projected to reach 
the quota specified in § 622.42(e)(7), the 
AA will file a notification with the Of-
fice of the Federal Register to close the 
commercial fishery for gag and all 
other SASWG for the remainder of the 
fishing year. 

(ii) Recreational fishery. (A) If rec-
reational landings, as estimated by the 
SRD, reach or are projected to reach 
the recreational ACL of 340,060 lb 
(154,249 kg), gutted weight, and gag are 
overfished, based on the most recent 
Status of U.S. Fisheries Report to Con-
gress, the AA will file a notification 
with the Office of the Federal Register 
to close the gag recreational fishery for 
the remainder of the fishing year. On 
and after the effective date of such no-
tification, the bag and possession limit 
for gag in or from the South Atlantic 
EEZ is zero. This bag and possession 
limit also applies in the South Atlantic 
on board a vessel for which a valid Fed-
eral charter vessel/headboat permit for 
South Atlantic snapper-grouper has 
been issued, without regard to where 
such species were harvested, i.e., in 
State or Federal waters. 

(B) Without regard to overfished sta-
tus, if gag recreational landings exceed 
the ACL, the AA will file a notification 
with the Office of the Federal Register, 
at or near the beginning of the fol-
lowing fishing year, to reduce the ACL 
for that fishing year by the amount of 
the overage. 

(C) Recreational landings will be 
evaluated relative to the ACL as fol-
lows. For 2010, only 2010 recreational 
landings will be compared to the ACL; 
in 2011, the average of 2010 and 2011 rec-
reational landings will be compared to 
the ACL; and in 2012 and subsequent 
fishing years, the most recent 3-year 
running average recreational landings 
will be compared to the ACL. 
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(4) Gag, black grouper, and red grouper, 
combined—(i) Commercial fishery. If com-
mercial landings, as estimated by the 
SRD, reach or are projected to reach 
the quota specified in § 622.42(e)(8), the 
AA will file a notification with the Of-
fice of the Federal Register to close the 
commercial fishery for gag, black 
grouper, red grouper and all other 
SASWG for the remainder of the fish-
ing year. 

(ii) Recreational fishery. (A) If rec-
reational landings, as estimated by the 
SRD, reach or are projected to reach 
the combined recreational ACL of 
648,663 lb (294,229 kg), gutted weight, 
and gag, black grouper, or red grouper 
are overfished, based on the most re-
cent Status of U.S. Fisheries Report to 
Congress, the AA will file a notifica-
tion with the Office of the Federal Reg-
ister to close the recreational fishery 
for gag, black grouper, and red grouper 
for the remainder of the fishing year. 
On and after the effective date of such 
notification, the bag and possession 
limit of gag, black grouper, and red 
grouper in or from the South Atlantic 
EEZ is zero. This bag and possession 
limit also applies in the South Atlantic 
on board a vessel for which a valid Fed-
eral charter vessel/headboat permit for 
South Atlantic snapper-grouper has 
been issued, without regard to where 
such species were harvested, i.e., in 
State or Federal waters. 

(B) Without regard to overfished sta-
tus, if gag, black grouper, and red 
grouper recreational landings exceed 
the combined ACL, the AA will file a 
notification with the Office of the Fed-
eral Register, at or near the beginning 
of the following fishing year, to reduce 
the combined ACL for that fishing year 
by the amount of the overage. 

(C) Recreational landings will be 
evaluated relative to the ACL as fol-
lows. For 2010, only 2010 recreational 
landings will be compared to the ACL; 
in 2011, the average of 2010 and 2011 rec-
reational landings will be compared to 
the ACL; and in 2012 and subsequent 
fishing years, the most recent 3-year 
running average recreational landings 
will be compared to the ACL. 

(5) Black sea bass—(i) Commercial fish-
ery. If commercial landings, as esti-
mated by the SRD, reach or are pro-
jected to reach the quota specified in 

§ 622.42(e)(5), the AA will file a notifica-
tion with the Office of the Federal Reg-
ister to close the commercial fishery 
for the remainder of the fishing year. 

(ii) Recreational fishery. (A) If rec-
reational landings, as estimated by the 
SRD, reach or are projected to reach 
the recreational ACL of 409,000 lb 
(185,519 kg), gutted weight, and black 
sea bass are overfished, based on the 
most recent Status of U.S. Fisheries 
Report to Congress, the AA will file a 
notification with the Office of the Fed-
eral Register to close the recreational 
fishery for black sea bass for the re-
mainder of the fishing year. On and 
after the effective date of such notifi-
cation, the bag and possession limit of 
black sea bass in or from the South At-
lantic EEZ is zero. This bag and posses-
sion limit also applies in the South At-
lantic on board a vessel for which a 
valid Federal charter vessel/headboat 
permit for South Atlantic snapper- 
grouper has been issued, without re-
gard to where such species were har-
vested, i.e., in State or Federal waters. 

(B) Without regard to overfished sta-
tus, if black sea bass recreational land-
ings exceed the ACL, the AA will file a 
notification with the Office of the Fed-
eral Register, at or near the beginning 
of the following fishing year, to reduce 
the ACL for that fishing year by the 
amount of the overage. 

(C) Recreational landings will be 
evaluated relative to the ACL as fol-
lows. For 2010, only 2010 recreational 
landings will be compared to the ACL; 
in 2011, the average of 2010 and 2011 rec-
reational landings will be compared to 
the ACL; and in 2012 and subsequent 
fishing years, the most recent 3-year 
running average recreational landings 
will be compared to the ACL. 

(6) Vermilion snapper—(i) Commercial 
fishery. If commercial landings, as esti-
mated by the SRD, reach or are pro-
jected to reach a quota specified in 
§ 622.42(e)(4)(i) or (ii), the AA will file a 
notification with the Office of the Fed-
eral Register to close the commercial 
fishery for that portion of the fishing 
year applicable to the respective quota. 

(ii) Recreational fishery. (A) If rec-
reational landings, as estimated by the 
SRD, reach or are projected to reach 
the recreational ACL of 307,315 lb 
(139,396 kg), gutted weight, and 
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vermilion snapper are overfished, based 
on the most recent Status of U.S. Fish-
eries Report to Congress, the AA will 
file a notification with the Office of the 
Federal Register to close the rec-
reational fishery for vermilion snapper 
for the remainder of the fishing year. 
On and after the effective date of such 
notification, the bag and possession 
limit of vermilion snapper in or from 
the South Atlantic EEZ is zero. This 
bag and possession limit also applies in 
the South Atlantic on board a vessel 
for which a valid Federal charter ves-
sel/headboat permit for South Atlantic 
snapper-grouper has been issued, with-
out regard to where such species were 
harvested, i.e., in State or Federal wa-
ters. 

(B) Without regard to overfished sta-
tus, if vermilion snapper recreational 
landings exceed the ACL, the AA will 
file a notification with the Office of the 
Federal Register, at or near the begin-
ning of the following fishing year, to 
reduce the ACL for that fishing year by 
the amount of the overage. 

(C) Recreational landings will be 
evaluated relative to the ACL as fol-
lows. For 2010, only 2010 recreational 
landings will be compared to the ACL; 
in 2011, the average of 2010 and 2011 rec-
reational landings will be compared to 
the ACL; and in 2012 and subsequent 
fishing years, the most recent 3-year 
running average recreational landings 
will be compared to the ACL. 

[73 FR 31843, July 3, 2008, as amended at 74 
FR 17610, Apr. 16, 2009; 75 FR 9118, Mar. 1, 
2010; 75 FR 74660, Dec. 1, 2010; 75 FR 82293, 
Dec. 30, 2010] 

§ 622.50 Caribbean spiny lobster im-
port prohibitions. 

(a) Minimum size limits for imported 
spiny lobster. There are two minimum 
size limits that apply to importation of 
spiny lobster into the United States 
-one that applies any place subject to 
the jurisdiction of the United States 
other than Puerto Rico or the U.S. Vir-
gin Islands, and a more restrictive min-
imum size limit that applies to Puerto 
Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands. 

(1) No person may import a Carib-
bean spiny lobster with less than a 6- 
ounce (170-gram) tail weight into Puer-
to Rico or the U.S. Virgin Islands. For 
the purposes of paragraph (a) of this 

section, a 6-ounce (170-gram) tail 
weight is defined as a tail that weighs 
5.9-6.4 ounces (167-181 grams). If the 
documentation accompanying an im-
ported Caribbean spiny lobster (includ-
ing but not limited to product pack-
aging, customs entry forms, bills of 
lading, brokerage forms, or commercial 
invoices) indicates that the product 
does not satisfy the minimum tail- 
weight, the person importing such Car-
ibbean spiny lobster has the burden to 
prove that such Caribbean spiny lob-
ster actually does satisfy the minimum 
tail-weight requirement or that such 
Caribbean spiny lobster has a tail 
length of 6.2 inches (15.75 cm) or great-
er or that such Caribbean spiny lobster 
has or had a carapace length of 3.5 
inches (8.89 cm) or greater. If the im-
ported product itself does not satisfy 
the minimum tail-weight requirement, 
the person importing such Caribbean 
spiny lobster has the burden to prove 
that such Caribbean spiny lobster has a 
tail length of 6.2 inches (15.75 cm) or 
greater or that such Caribbean spiny 
lobster has or had a carapace length of 
3.5 inches (8.89 cm) or greater. If the 
burden is satisfied such Caribbean 
spiny lobster will be considered to be in 
compliance with the minimum 6-ounce 
(170-gram) tail-weight requirement. 

(2) See § 640.27 of this chapter regard-
ing the minimum size limit that ap-
plies to spiny lobster imported into 
any place subject to the jurisdiction of 
the United States other than Puerto 
Rico or the U.S. Virgin Islands. 

(b) Additional Caribbean spiny lobster 
import prohibitions—(1) Prohibition re-
lated to tail meat. No person may import 
into any place subject to the jurisdic-
tion of the United States Caribbean 
spiny lobster tail meat that is not in 
whole tail form with the exoskeleton 
attached. 

(2) Prohibitions related to egg-bearing 
spiny lobster. No person may import 
into any place subject to the jurisdic-
tion of the United States Caribbean 
spiny lobster with eggs attached or 
Caribbean spiny lobster from which 
eggs or pleopods (swimmerets) have 
been removed or stripped. Pleopods 
(swimmerets) are the first five pairs of 
abdominal appendages. 

[74 FR 1151, Jan. 12, 2009] 
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