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Fishery Conservation and Management § 660.17 

standards specified by Pacific States 
Marine Fisheries Commission for elec-
tronic fish tickets are not subject to 
any specific hardware or software re-
quirements. 

(1) Hardware and software require-
ments. (i) A personal computer with 
Pentium 75-MHz or higher. Random Ac-
cess Memory (RAM) must have suffi-
cient megabyte (MB) space to run the 
operating system, plus an additional 8 
MB for the software application and 
available hard disk space of 217 MB or 
greater. A CD–ROM drive with a Video 
Graphics Adapter (VGA) or higher reso-
lution monitor (super VGA is rec-
ommended). 

(ii) Microsoft Windows 2000 (64 MB or 
greater RAM required), Windows XP 
(128 MB or greater RAM required), or 
later operating system. 

(iii) Microsoft Access 2003 or newer. 
(2) NMFS approved software standards 

and internet access. The IFQ first re-
ceiver is responsible for obtaining, in-
stalling, and updating electronic fish 
tickets software either provided by Pa-
cific States Marine Fisheries Commis-
sion, or compatible with the data ex-
port specifications specified by Pacific 
States Marine Fisheries Commission 
and for maintaining internet access 
sufficient to transmit data files via e- 
mail. Requests for data export speci-
fications can be submitted to: Attn: 
Electronic Fish Ticket Monitoring, Na-
tional Marine Fisheries Service, North-
west Region, Sustainable Fisheries Di-
vision, 7600 Sand Point Way, NE, Se-
attle, WA 98115. 

(3) Maintenance. The IFQ first re-
ceiver is responsible for ensuring that 
all hardware and software required 
under this subsection are fully oper-
ational and functional whenever they 
receive, purchase, or take custody, con-
trol, or possession of an IFQ landing. 

(4) Improving data quality. Vessel own-
ers and operators, IFQ first receivers, 
or shoreside processor owners, or man-
agers may contact NMFS in writing to 
request assistance in improving data 
quality and resolving issues. Requests 
may be submitted to: Attn: Electronic 
Fish Ticket Monitoring, National Ma-
rine Fisheries Service, Northwest Re-
gion, Sustainable Fisheries Division, 

7600 Sand Point Way, NE, Seattle, WA 
98115. 

[75 FR 78375, Dec. 15, 2010] 

§ 660.16 Groundfish observer program. 
(a) General. Vessel owners, operators, 

and managers are jointly and severally 
responsible for their vessel’s compli-
ance with observer requirements speci-
fied in this section and within §§ 660.140, 
660.150, 660.160, subpart D; § 660.216, sub-
part E; § 660.316, subpart F; or subpart 
G. 

(b) Purpose. The purpose of the 
Groundfish Observer Program is to col-
lect fisheries data necessary and appro-
priate for, among other relevant pur-
poses, management, compliance moni-
toring, and research in the groundfish 
fisheries and for the conservation of 
living marine resources. 

(c) Observer coverage requirements. The 
following table provides references to 
the paragraphs in the Pacific coast 
groundfish subparts that contain fish-
ery specific requirements. Observer 
coverage required for the Shorebased 
IFQ Program, MS Coop Program, or C/ 
P Coop Program shall not be used to 
comply with observer coverage require-
ments for any other Pacific coast 
groundfish fishery in which that vessel 
may also participate. 

West Coast Groundfish Fishery Regulation 
section 

(1) Shorebased IFQ Program—Trawl Fishery § 660.140, 
subpart D. 

(2) MS Coop Program—Whiting At-sea Trawl 
Fishery.

§ 660.150, 
subpart D. 

(3) C/P Coop Program—Whiting At-sea Trawl 
Fishery.

§ 660.160, 
subpart D. 

(4) Fixed Gear Fisheries .................................. § 660.216, 
subpart E. 

(5) Open Access Fisheries ............................... § 660.316, 
subpart F. 

[75 FR 78376, Dec. 15, 2010] 

§ 660.17 Catch monitors and catch 
monitor providers. 

(a) Catch monitor certification. Catch 
monitor certification authorizes an in-
dividual to fulfill duties as specified by 
NMFS while under the employ of a cer-
tified catch monitor provider. 

(b) Catch monitor certification require-
ments. NMFS may certify individuals 
who: 

(1) Are employed by a certified catch 
monitor provider at the time of the 
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