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Fishery Conservation and Management § 660.520 

with the affected tribe(s) and, insofar 
as possible, with tribal consensus. 

[66 FR 44987, Aug. 27, 2001] 

§ 660.519 Scientific observers. 

All fishing vessels operating in the 
coastal pelagic species fishery, includ-
ing catcher/processors, at-sea proc-
essors, and vessels that harvest in 
Washington, Oregon, or California and 
land catch in another area, may be re-
quired to accommodate NMFS- cer-
tified observers aboard to collect sci-
entific data. An observer program will 
be considered only for circumstances 
where other data collection methods 
are deemed insufficient for manage-
ment of the fishery. Any observer pro-
gram will be implemented in accord-
ance with § 660.517. 

[66 FR 44987, Aug. 27, 2001] 

§ 660.520 Reporting requirements. 

(a) Otter interaction. (1) If a southern 
sea otter is entangled in a net, regard-
less of whether the animal is injured or 
killed, the vessel operator must report 
this interaction within 24 hours to the 
Regional Administrator. 

(2) While fishing for CPS, vessel oper-
ators must record all observations of 

otter interactions (defined as otters 
within encircled nets or coming into 
contact with nets or vessels, including 
but not limited to entanglement) with 
their purse seine net(s) or vessel(s). 
With the exception of an entanglement, 
which must be initially reported as de-
scribed in paragraph (a)(1)of this sec-
tion, all other observations must be re-
ported within 20 days to the Regional 
Administrator. 

(3) When contacting NMFS after an 
interaction, vessel operators must pro-
vide the location (latitude and lon-
gitude) of the interaction and a de-
scription of the interaction itself. If 
available, location information should 
also include water depth, distance from 
shore, and relation to port or other 
landmarks. Descriptive information of 
the interaction should include: whether 
or not the otters were seen inside or 
outside the net; if inside the net, had 
the net been completely encircled; 
whether any otters came in contact 
with either the net or the vessel; the 
number of otters present; duration of 
interaction; the otter’s behavior during 
interaction; measures taken to avoid 
interaction. 

(b) [Reserved] 

[72 FR 29892, May 30, 2007] 
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