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(2) For an Appendix-II or -III species, 
the disposal of the specimen in an ap-
propriate manner that benefits enforce-
ment and administration of the Con-
vention. 

(d) Consultation process. FWS and 
APHIS may consult with the Manage-
ment Authority in the country of ex-
port or re-export and other relevant 
governmental and nongovernmental 
experts before making a decision on 
the disposal of confiscated live speci-
mens that have been forfeited or aban-
doned to the FWS, APHIS, or CBP. 

§ 23.79 How may I participate in the 
Plant Rescue Center Program? 

(a) Purpose. We have established the 
Plant Rescue Center Program to place 
confiscated live plants quickly to pre-
vent physical damage to the plants. 

(b) Criteria. Institutions interested in 
participating in this program must be: 

(1) Nonprofit, open to the public, and 
have the expertise and facilities to care 
for confiscated exotic plant specimens. 
A participating institution may be a 
botanical garden, arboretum, zoolog-
ical park, research institution, or other 
qualifying institution. 

(2) Willing to transfer confiscated 
plants from the port where they were 
confiscated to their facilities at their 
own expense. 

(3) Willing to return the plants to the 
U.S. Government if the country of ex-
port has requested their return. The 
U.S. Government will then coordinate 
the plants’ return to the country of ex-
port. 

(4) Willing to accept and maintain a 
plant shipment as a unit until it has 
received authorization from us to in-
corporate the shipment into its perma-
nent collection or transfer a portion of 
it to another participating institution. 

(c) Participation. Institutions wishing 
to participate in the Plant Rescue Cen-
ter Program should contact the U.S. 
Management Authority (see § 23.7). 
They must provide a brief description 
of the greenhouse or display facilities, 
the names and telephone numbers of 
any individuals authorized to accept 
plants on behalf of the institution, and 
the mailing address where the plants 
should be sent. In addition, interested 
institutions must indicate if they are 
limited with regard to the type of 

plants they are able to maintain or the 
quantities of plants they can handle at 
one time. 

Subpart G—CITES Administration 
§ 23.84 What are the roles of the Secre-

tariat and the committees? 
(a) Secretariat. The Secretariat is 

headed by the Secretary-General. Its 
functions are listed in Article XII of 
the Treaty and include: 

(1) Arranging and staffing meetings 
of the Parties. 

(2) Performing functions as requested 
in relation to listings in the Appen-
dices. 

(3) Undertaking scientific and tech-
nical studies, as authorized by the CoP, 
to contribute to implementation of the 
Convention. 

(4) Studying reports of the Parties 
and requesting additional information 
as appropriate to ensure effective im-
plementation of the Convention. 

(5) Bringing to the attention of the 
Parties matters relevant to the Con-
vention. 

(6) Periodically publishing and dis-
tributing to the Parties current edi-
tions of the Appendices as well as in-
formation on the identification of 
specimens of species listed in the Ap-
pendices. 

(7) Preparing annual reports to the 
Parties on its work and on the imple-
mentation of the Convention. 

(8) Making recommendations for the 
implementation of the aims and provi-
sions of the Convention, including the 
exchange of scientific and technical in-
formation. 

(9) Performing other functions en-
trusted to it by the Parties. 

(b) Committees. The Parties have es-
tablished four committees to provide 
administrative and technical support 
to the Parties and to the Secretariat. 
The CoP may charge any of these com-
mittees with tasks. 

(1) The Standing Committee steers 
the work and performance of the Con-
vention between CoPs. 

(i) This committee oversees develop-
ment and execution of the Secretar-
iat’s budget, advises other committees, 
appoints working groups, and carries 
out activities on behalf of the Parties 
between CoPs. 
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(ii) Regional representatives are 
countries that are elected by their re-
spective geographic regions at the CoP. 

(2) The Animals Committee and the 
Plants Committee provide advice and 
guidance to the CoP, the other com-
mittees, working groups, and the Sec-
retariat on all matters relevant to 
international trade in species included 
in the Appendices. 

(i) These committees also assist the 
Nomenclature Committee in the devel-
opment and maintenance of a standard-
ized list of species names; provide as-
sistance with regard to identification 
of species listed in the Appendices; co-
operate with the Secretariat to assist 
Scientific Authorities; compile and 
evaluate data on Appendix-II species 
that are considered significantly af-
fected by trade; periodically review the 
status of wildlife and plant species list-
ed in the Appendices; advise range 
countries on management techniques 
when requested; draft resolutions on 
wildlife and plant matters for consider-
ation by the Parties; deal with issues 
related to the transport of live speci-
mens; and report to the CoP and the 
Standing Committee. 

(ii) Regional representatives are indi-
viduals, who are elected by their re-
spective geographic regions at the CoP. 

(3) The Nomenclature Committee is 
responsible for developing or identi-
fying standard nomenclature ref-
erences for wildlife and plant taxa and 
making recommendations on nomen-
clature to Parties, the CoP, other com-
mittees, working groups, and the Sec-
retariat. The Nomenclature Committee 
is made up of one zoologist and one 
botanist, who are appointed by the 
CoP. 

§ 23.85 What is a meeting of the Con-
ference of the Parties (CoP)? 

(a) Purpose. Article XI of the Treaty 
provides general guidelines for meet-
ings of the countries that have ratified, 
accepted, approved, or acceded to 
CITES. The Parties currently meet for 
2 weeks every 3 years. At these meet-
ings, the Parties consider amendments 
to the Appendices and resolutions and 
decisions to improve the implementa-
tion of CITES. The Parties adopt 
amendments to the lists of species in 
Appendix I and II and resolutions by a 

two-thirds majority of Parties present 
and voting. The Secretariat or any 
Party may also submit reports on wild-
life and plant trade for consideration. 

(b) CoP locations and dates. At a CoP, 
Parties interested in hosting the next 
meeting notify the Secretariat. The 
Parties vote to select the location of 
the next CoP. Once a country has been 
chosen, it works with the Secretariat 
to set the date and specific venue. The 
Secretariat then notifies the Parties of 
the date for the next CoP. 

(c) Attendance at a CoP. All Parties 
may participate and vote at a CoP. 
Non-Party countries may participate, 
but may not vote. Organizations tech-
nically qualified in protection, con-
servation, or management of wildlife 
or plants may participate in a CoP as 
observers if they are approved, but 
they are not eligible to vote. 

(1) International organizations must 
apply to the CITES Secretariat for ap-
proval to attend a CoP as an observer. 

(2) National organizations must 
apply to the Management Authority of 
the country where they are located for 
approval to attend a CoP as an ob-
server. 

§ 23.86 How can I obtain information 
on a CoP? 

As we receive information on an up-
coming CoP from the CITES Secre-
tariat, we will notify the public either 
through published notices in the FED-
ERAL REGISTER or postings on our 
website (see § 23.7). We will provide: 

(a) A summary of the information we 
have received with an invitation for 
the public to comment and provide in-
formation on the agenda, proposed 
amendments to the Appendices, and 
proposed resolutions that they believe 
the United States should submit for 
consideration at the CoP. 

(b) Information on times, dates, and 
locations of public meetings. 

(c) Information on how international 
and national organizations may apply 
to participate as observers. 

§ 23.87 How does the United States de-
velop documents and negotiating 
positions for a CoP? 

(a) In developing documents and ne-
gotiating positions for a CoP, we: 
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