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§ 27.63 Search for and removal of 
other valued objects. 

(a) No person shall search for buried 
treasure, treasure trove, valuable semi- 
precious rocks, stones, or mineral 
specimens on national wildlife refuges 
unless authorized by permit or by pro-
vision of this subchapter C. 

(b) Permits are required for archeo-
logical studies on national wildlife ref-
uges in accordance with the provisions 
of this subchapter C. 

§ 27.64 Prospecting and mining. 
Prospecting, locating, or filing min-

ing claims on national wildlife refuges 
is prohibited unless otherwise provided 
by law. See § 29.31 for provisions con-
cerning mineral leasing. 

[41 FR 9168, Mar. 3, 1976, as amended at 44 FR 
42976, July 23, 1979] 

§ 27.65 Tampering with vehicles and 
equipment. 

Tampering with, entering, or start-
ing any motor vehicle, boat, equipment 
or machinery or attempting to tamper 
with, enter, or start any motor vehicle, 
boat, equipment or machinery on any 
national wildlife refuge without proper 
authorization is prohibited. 

Subpart G—Disturbing Violations: 
Light and Sound Equipment 

§ 27.71 Motion or sound pictures. 
The taking or filming of any motion 

or sound pictures on a national wildlife 
refuge for subsequent commercial use 
is prohibited except as may be author-
ized under the provisions of 43 CFR 
part 5. 

§ 27.72 Audio equipment. 
The operation or use of audio devices 

including radios, recording and play-
back devices, loudspeakers, television 
sets, public address systems and musi-
cal instruments so as to cause unrea-
sonable disturbance to others in the vi-
cinity is prohibited. 

§ 27.73 Artificial lights. 
No unauthorized person shall use or 

direct the rays of a spotlight or other 
artificial light, or automotive head-
lights for the purpose of spotting, lo-
cating, or taking any animal within 

the boundaries of any national wildlife 
refuge or along rights-of-way for public 
or private roads within a national wild-
life refuge. 

Subpart H—Disturbing Violations: 
Personal Conduct 

§ 27.81 Alcoholic beverages. 
Entering or remaining in any na-

tional wildlife refuge when under the 
influence of alcohol, to a degree that 
may endanger oneself or other persons 
or property or unreasonably annoy per-
sons in the vicinity, is prohibited. 

§ 27.82 Possession and delivery of con-
trolled substances. 

(a) Definitions for the purpose of this 
section: 

(1) The term controlled substance 
means a drug or other substance, or 
immediate precursor, included in 
schedules I, II, III, IV, or V of part B of 
the Controlled Substance Act (21 U.S.C. 
812) or any drug or substance added to 
these schedules pursuant to the terms 
of the Controlled Substance Act. 

(2) The term practitioner means a phy-
sician, dentist, veterinarian, scientific 
investigator, pharmacist, or other per-
son licensed, registered, or otherwise 
permitted by the United States or the 
jurisdiction in which he practices to 
distribute or possess a controlled sub-
stance in the course of professional 
practice. 

(3) The term delivery means the ac-
tual, attempted or constructive trans-
fer and/or distribution of a controlled 
substance, whether or not there exists 
an agency relationship. 

(b) Offenses. (1) The delivery of any 
controlled substance on a national 
wildlife refuge is prohibited, except 
that distributed by a practitioner in 
accordance with applicable law. 

(2) The possession of a controlled sub-
stance on a national wildlife refuge is 
prohibited unless such substance was 
obtained by the possessor directly, or 
pursuant to a valid prescription or 
order, from a practitioner acting in the 
course of his professional practice, or 
except as otherwise authorized by ap-
plicable law. 

(3) Presence in a national wildlife ref-
uge when under the influence of a con-
trolled substance to a degree that may 
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endanger oneself, or another person, or 
property, or may cause unreasonable 
interference with another person’s en-
joyment of a national wildlife refuge is 
prohibited. 

§ 27.83 Indecency and disorderly con-
duct. 

Any act of indecency or disorderly 
conduct as defined by State or local 
laws is prohibited on any national 
wildlife refuge. 

§ 27.84 Interference with persons en-
gaged in authorized activities. 

Disturbing, molesting, or interfering 
with any employee of the United 
States or of any local or State govern-
ment engaged in official business, or 
with any private person engaged in the 
pursuit of an authorized activity on 
any national wildlife refuge is prohib-
ited. 

§ 27.85 Gambling. 
Gambling in any form, or the oper-

ation of gambling devices, for money 
or otherwise, on any national wildlife 
refuge is prohibited. 

§ 27.86 Begging. 
Begging on any national wildlife ref-

uge is prohibited. Soliciting of funds 
for the support or assistance of any 
cause or organization is also prohibited 
unless properly authorized. 

Subpart I—Other Disturbing 
Violations 

§ 27.91 Field trials. 
The conducting or operation of field 

trials for dogs on national wildlife ref-
uges is prohibited except as may be au-
thorized by special permit. 

§ 27.92 Private structures. 
No person shall without proper au-

thority construct, install, occupy, or 
maintain any building, log boom, pier, 
dock, fence, wall, pile, anchorage, or 
other structure or obstruction in any 
national wildlife refuge. 

§ 27.93 Abandonment of property. 
Abandoning, discarding, or otherwise 

leaving any personal property in any 
national wildlife refuge is prohibited. 

§ 27.94 Disposal of waste. 
(a) The littering, disposing, or dump-

ing in any manner of garbage, refuse 
sewage, sludge, earth, rocks, or other 
debris on any national wildlife refuge 
except at points or locations des-
ignated by the refuge manager, or the 
draining or dumping of oil, acids, pes-
ticide wastes, poisons, or any other 
types of chemical wastes in, or other-
wise polluting any waters, water holes, 
streams or other areas within any na-
tional wildlife refuge is prohibited. 

(b) Persons using a national wildlife 
refuge shall comply with the sanitary 
requirements established under the 
provisions of this subchapter C for each 
individual refuge; the sanitation provi-
sions which may be included in leases, 
agreements, or use permits, and all ap-
plicable Federal and State laws. 

§ 27.95 Fires. 
On all national wildlife refuges per-

sons are prohibited from the following: 
(a) Setting on fire or causing to be 

set on fire any timber, brush, grass, or 
other inflammable material including 
camp or cooking fires, except as au-
thorized by the refuge manager or at 
locations designated for that purpose 
or as provided for under § 26.33(c) of this 
subchapter C. 

(b) Leaving a fire unattended or not 
completely extinguished; 

(c) Throwing a burning cigarette, 
match, or other lighted substance from 
any moving conveyance or throwing of 
same in any place where it may start a 
fire; and 

(d) Smoking on any lands, including 
roads, or in any buildings which have 
been designated and/or posted with no 
smoking signs. 

§ 27.96 Advertising. 
Except as may be authorized, post-

ing, distributing, or otherwise dis-
playing private or public notices, ad-
vertisements, announcements, or dis-
plays of any kind in any national wild-
life refuge, other than business des-
ignations on private vehicles or boats 
is prohibited. 

§ 27.97 Private operations. 
Soliciting business or conducting a 

commercial enterprise on any national 
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