AUTHENTICATED
U.S. GOVERNMENT
INFORMATION

GPO

Int’l. Fishing and Related Activities

NOAA Office of Law Enforcement, Pa-
cific Islands Division, or a designee
(1601 Kapiolani Blvd., Suite 950, Hono-
lulu, HI 96814; tel: (808) 203-2500; fac-
simile: (808) 203-2599; e-mail:
pidvms@noaa.gov).

State means each of the several
States of the United States, the Dis-
trict of Columbia, the Commonwealth
of the Northern Mariana Islands,
American Samoa, Guam, and any other
commonwealth, territory, or posses-
sion of the United States.

Transshipment means the unloading
of fish from one fishing vessel and its
direct transfer to, and loading on, an-
other fishing vessel, either at sea or in
port.

Vessel monitoring system (or VMS)
means an automated, remote system
that provides information about a ves-
sel’s identity, location and activity, for
the purposes of routine monitoring,
control, surveillance and enforcement
of area and time restrictions and other
fishery management measures.

VMS wunit, sometimes known as a
“mobile transmitting unit,” means a
transceiver or communications device,
including all hardware and software,
that is carried and operated on a vessel
as part of a VMS.

WCPFC Area Endorsement means the
authorization issued by NMFS under
§300.212, supplementary to a valid high
seas fishing permit and expressed as an
endorsement to such permit, for a fish-
ing vessel used for commercial fishing
for highly migratory species on the
high seas in the Convention Area.

WCPF Convention means the Conven-
tion on the Conservation and Manage-
ment of Highly Migratory Fish Stocks
in the Western and Central Pacific
Ocean (including any annexes, amend-
ments, or protocols that are in force,
or have come into force, for the United
States) that was adopted at Honolulu,
Hawaii, on September 5, 2000, by the
Multilateral High-Level Conference on
Highly Migratory Fish Stocks in the
Western and Central Pacific Ocean.

WCPFC observer means a person au-
thorized by the Commission in accord-
ance with any procedures established
by the Commission to undertake vessel
observer duties as part of the Commis-
sion’s Regional Observer Programme,
including an observer deployed as part

§300.212

of a NMFS-administered observer pro-
gram or as part of another national or
sub-regional observer program, pro-
vided that such program is authorized
by the Commission to be part of the
Commission’s Regional Observer Pro-
gramme.

WCPFC inspection vessel means any
vessel that is:

(1) Authorized by a member of the
Commission to be used to undertake
boarding and inspection of fishing ves-
sels on the high seas pursuant to, and
in accordance with, Article 26 of the
WCPF Convention and procedures es-
tablished by the Commission pursuant
thereto;

(2) Included in the Commission’s reg-
ister of authorized inspection vessels
and authorities or inspectors, estab-
lished by the Commission in procedures
pursuant to Article 26 of the WCPF
Convention; and

(3) Flying the WCPFC inspection flag
established by the Commission.

WCPFC inspector means a person that
is authorized by a member of the Com-
mission to undertake boarding and in-
spection of fishing vessels on the high
seas pursuant to, and in accordance
with, the boarding and inspection pro-
cedures adopted by the Commission
under Article 26 of the WCPF Conven-
tion, and referred to therein as a ‘‘duly
authorized inspector’” or ‘‘authorized
inspector.”

* * * * *

WCPFC transshipment monitor means,
with respect to transshipments that
take place on the high seas, a person
authorized by the Commission to con-
duct transshipment monitoring on the
high seas, and with respect to trans-
shipments that take place in areas
under the jurisdiction of a member of
the Commission other than the United
States, a person authorized by such
member of the Commission to conduct
transshipment monitoring.

[72 FR 18405, Apr. 12, 2007, as amended at 74
FR 64010, Dec. 7, 2009; 75 FR 3347, Jan. 21,
2010]

§300.212 Vessel permit endorsements.

(a) Any fishing vessel of the United
States used for commercial fishing for
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HMS on the high seas in the Conven-
tion Area must have on board a valid
high seas fishing permit, or a copy
thereof, that has a valid WCPFC Area
Endorsement, or a copy thereof.

(b) Eligibility. Only a fishing vessel
that has a valid high seas fishing per-
mit is eligible to receive a WCPFC
Area Endorsement.

(c) Application. (1) A WCPFC Area En-
dorsement may be applied for at the
same time the underlying high seas
permit is applied for, or at any time
thereafter.

(2) The owner or operator of a high
seas fishing vessel may apply for a
WCPFC Area Endorsement by com-
pleting an application form, available
from the Pacific Islands Regional Ad-
ministrator, and submitting the com-
plete and accurate application, signed
by the applicant, to the Pacific Islands
Regional Administrator, along with
the required fees.

(3) The application must be accom-
panied by a bow-to-stern side-view pho-
tograph of the vessel in its current
form and appearance. The photograph
must meet the specifications pre-
scribed on the application form and
clearly show that the vessel is marked
in accordance with the vessel identi-
fication requirements of §300.217.

(d) Fees. NMFS will charge a fee to
recover the administrative expenses of
issuance of a WCPFC Area Endorse-
ment. The amount of the fee will be de-
termined in accordance with the proce-
dures of the NOAA Finance Handbook,
available from the Pacific Islands Re-
gional Administrator, for determining
administrative costs of each special
product or service. The fee is specified
in the application form. The appro-
priate fee must accompany each appli-
cation. Failure to pay the fee will pre-
clude issuance of the WCPFC Area En-
dorsement. Payment by a commercial
instrument later determined to be in-
sufficiently funded is grounds for in-
validating the WCPFC Area Endorse-
ment.

(e) Issuance. (1) The Pacific Islands
Regional Administrator will issue a
WCPFC Area Endorsement within 30
days of receipt of a complete applica-
tion that meets the requirements of
this section and upon payment of the
appropriate fee.
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(2) If an incomplete or improperly
completed application is submitted,
the Pacific Islands Regional Adminis-
trator will notify the applicant of such
deficiency within 30 days of the date of
receipt of the application. If the appli-
cant fails to correct the deficiency and
send a complete and accurate applica-
tion to the Pacific Islands Regional Ad-
ministrator within 30 days of the date
of the notification of deficiency, the
application will be considered with-
drawn and no further action will be
taken to process the application. Fol-
lowing withdrawal, the applicant may
at any time submit a new application
for consideration.

(f) Validity. A WCPFC Area Endorse-
ment issued under this subpart expires
upon the expiration of the underlying
high seas fishing permit, and shall be
void whenever the underlying high seas
fishing permit is void, suspended, sanc-
tioned or revoked. A WCPFC Area En-
dorsement is also subject to suspension
or revocation independent of the high
seas fishing permit. Renewal of a
WCPFC Area Endorsement prior to its
expiration is the responsibility of the
WCPFC Area Endorsement holder.

(g) Change in application information.
Any change in the required informa-
tion provided in an approved or pend-
ing application for a WCPFC Area En-
dorsement must be reported by the ves-
sel owner or operator to the Pacific Is-
lands Regional Administrator in writ-
ing within 15 days of such change.

(h) Transfer. A WCPFC Area Endorse-
ment issued under this subpart is valid
only for the vessel, owner, and high
seas fishing permit to which it is issued
and is not transferable or assignable to
another high seas fishing permit or to
another vessel.

(i) Display. A valid WCPFC Area En-
dorsement, or a photocopy or facsimile
copy thereof, issued under this subpart
must be on board the vessel and avail-
able for inspection by any authorized
officer while the vessel is at sea and
must be available for inspection by any
WCPFC inspector while the vessel is on
the high seas in the Convention Area.

[75 FR 3349, Jan. 21, 2010]

§300.213 Vessel information.

(a) The owner or operator of any fish-
ing vessel of the United States that is
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