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HMS on the high seas in the Conven-
tion Area must have on board a valid 
high seas fishing permit, or a copy 
thereof, that has a valid WCPFC Area 
Endorsement, or a copy thereof. 

(b) Eligibility. Only a fishing vessel 
that has a valid high seas fishing per-
mit is eligible to receive a WCPFC 
Area Endorsement. 

(c) Application. (1) A WCPFC Area En-
dorsement may be applied for at the 
same time the underlying high seas 
permit is applied for, or at any time 
thereafter. 

(2) The owner or operator of a high 
seas fishing vessel may apply for a 
WCPFC Area Endorsement by com-
pleting an application form, available 
from the Pacific Islands Regional Ad-
ministrator, and submitting the com-
plete and accurate application, signed 
by the applicant, to the Pacific Islands 
Regional Administrator, along with 
the required fees. 

(3) The application must be accom-
panied by a bow-to-stern side-view pho-
tograph of the vessel in its current 
form and appearance. The photograph 
must meet the specifications pre-
scribed on the application form and 
clearly show that the vessel is marked 
in accordance with the vessel identi-
fication requirements of § 300.217. 

(d) Fees. NMFS will charge a fee to 
recover the administrative expenses of 
issuance of a WCPFC Area Endorse-
ment. The amount of the fee will be de-
termined in accordance with the proce-
dures of the NOAA Finance Handbook, 
available from the Pacific Islands Re-
gional Administrator, for determining 
administrative costs of each special 
product or service. The fee is specified 
in the application form. The appro-
priate fee must accompany each appli-
cation. Failure to pay the fee will pre-
clude issuance of the WCPFC Area En-
dorsement. Payment by a commercial 
instrument later determined to be in-
sufficiently funded is grounds for in-
validating the WCPFC Area Endorse-
ment. 

(e) Issuance. (1) The Pacific Islands 
Regional Administrator will issue a 
WCPFC Area Endorsement within 30 
days of receipt of a complete applica-
tion that meets the requirements of 
this section and upon payment of the 
appropriate fee. 

(2) If an incomplete or improperly 
completed application is submitted, 
the Pacific Islands Regional Adminis-
trator will notify the applicant of such 
deficiency within 30 days of the date of 
receipt of the application. If the appli-
cant fails to correct the deficiency and 
send a complete and accurate applica-
tion to the Pacific Islands Regional Ad-
ministrator within 30 days of the date 
of the notification of deficiency, the 
application will be considered with-
drawn and no further action will be 
taken to process the application. Fol-
lowing withdrawal, the applicant may 
at any time submit a new application 
for consideration. 

(f) Validity. A WCPFC Area Endorse-
ment issued under this subpart expires 
upon the expiration of the underlying 
high seas fishing permit, and shall be 
void whenever the underlying high seas 
fishing permit is void, suspended, sanc-
tioned or revoked. A WCPFC Area En-
dorsement is also subject to suspension 
or revocation independent of the high 
seas fishing permit. Renewal of a 
WCPFC Area Endorsement prior to its 
expiration is the responsibility of the 
WCPFC Area Endorsement holder. 

(g) Change in application information. 
Any change in the required informa-
tion provided in an approved or pend-
ing application for a WCPFC Area En-
dorsement must be reported by the ves-
sel owner or operator to the Pacific Is-
lands Regional Administrator in writ-
ing within 15 days of such change. 

(h) Transfer. A WCPFC Area Endorse-
ment issued under this subpart is valid 
only for the vessel, owner, and high 
seas fishing permit to which it is issued 
and is not transferable or assignable to 
another high seas fishing permit or to 
another vessel. 

(i) Display. A valid WCPFC Area En-
dorsement, or a photocopy or facsimile 
copy thereof, issued under this subpart 
must be on board the vessel and avail-
able for inspection by any authorized 
officer while the vessel is at sea and 
must be available for inspection by any 
WCPFC inspector while the vessel is on 
the high seas in the Convention Area. 

[75 FR 3349, Jan. 21, 2010] 

§ 300.213 Vessel information. 
(a) The owner or operator of any fish-

ing vessel of the United States that is 
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used for fishing for HMS in the Conven-
tion Area in waters under the jurisdic-
tion of any nation other than the 
United States must, prior to the com-
mencement of such fishing, submit to 
the Pacific Islands Regional Adminis-
trator information about the vessel 
and its ownership and operation, and 
the authorized fishing activities, in-
cluding copies of any permits, licenses, 
or authorizations issued for such ac-
tivities, as specified on forms available 
from the Pacific Islands Regional Ad-
ministrator. The owner or operator of 
such a fishing vessel must also submit 
to the Pacific Islands Regional Admin-
istrator a bow-to-stern side-view pho-
tograph of the vessel in its current 
form and appearance, and the photo-
graph must meet the specifications 
prescribed on the application form. If 
any of the submitted information 
changes, the vessel owner or operator 
must report the updated information 
to the Pacific Islands Regional Admin-
istrator in writing within 15 days of the 
change. 

(b) If any of the information or the 
vessel photograph required under para-
graph (a) of this section has been sub-
mitted for the subject vessel on an ap-
plication for a high seas fishing permit 
or an application for a WCPFC Area 
Endorsement, then the requirements of 
paragraph (a) of this section will be 
deemed satisfied. However, in order to 
satisfy this requirement, the high seas 
fishing permit or WCPFC Area En-
dorsement must be valid, the informa-
tion provided must be true, accurate 
and complete, and in the case of a ves-
sel photograph, it must meet the speci-
fications prescribed on the form used 
for the purpose of submitting the pho-
tograph under this section. 

[75 FR 3349, Jan. 21, 2010] 

§ 300.214 Compliance with laws of 
other nations. 

(a) The owner and operator of a fish-
ing vessel of the United States with a 
WCPFC Area Endorsement or for which 
a WCPFC Area Endorsement is re-
quired: 

(1) May not use the vessel for fishing, 
retaining fish on board, or landing fish 
in areas under the jurisdiction of a na-
tion other than the United States un-
less any license, permit, or other au-

thorization that may be required by 
such other nation for such activity has 
been issued with respect to the vessel. 

(2) Shall, when the vessel is in the 
Convention Area in areas under the ju-
risdiction of a member of the Commis-
sion other than the United States, op-
erate the vessel in compliance with, 
and ensure its crew complies with, the 
applicable national laws of such mem-
ber. 

(b) The owner and operator of a fish-
ing vessel of the United States shall 
ensure that: 

(1) The vessel is not used for fishing 
for HMS, retaining HMS on board, or 
landing HMS in the Convention Area in 
areas under the jurisdiction of a nation 
other than the United States unless 
any license, permit, or other authoriza-
tion that may be required by such 
other nation for such activity has been 
issued with respect to the vessel. 

(2) If the vessel is used for commer-
cial fishing for HMS, including trans-
shipment of HMS, in the Convention 
Area in areas under the jurisdiction of 
a member of the Commission other 
than the United States, the vessel is 
operated in compliance with, and the 
vessel crew complies with, the applica-
ble laws of such member, including any 
laws related to carrying vessel observ-
ers or the operation of VMS units. 

(c) For the purpose of this section, 
the meaning of transshipment does not 
include transfers that exclusively in-
volve fish that have been previously 
landed and processed. 

[75 FR 3349, Jan. 21, 2010] 

§ 300.215 Observers. 

(a) Applicability. This section applies 
to any fishing vessel of the United 
States with a WCPFC Area Endorse-
ment or for which a WCPFC Area En-
dorsement is required. 

(b) Notifications. [Reserved] 
(c) Accommodating observers. All fish-

ing vessels subject to this section must 
carry, when directed to do so by NMFS, 
a WCPFC observer on fishing trips dur-
ing which the vessel at any time enters 
or is within the Convention Area. The 
operator and each member of the crew 
of the fishing vessel shall act in accord-
ance with this paragraph with respect 
to any WCPFC observer. 
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