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§300.216

(1) The operator and crew shall allow
and assist WCPFC observers to:

(i) Embark at a place and time deter-
mined by NMFS or otherwise agreed to
by NMFS and the vessel operator;

(ii) Have access to and use of all fa-
cilities and equipment on board as nec-
essary to conduct observer duties, in-
cluding, but not limited to: full access
to the bridge, the fish on board, and
areas which may be used to hold, proc-
ess, weigh and store fish; full access to
the vessel’s records, including its logs
and documentation, for the purpose of
inspection and copying; access to, and
use of, navigational equipment, charts
and radios; and access to other infor-
mation relating to fishing;

(iii) Remove samples;

(iv) Disembark at a place and time
determined by NMFS or otherwise
agreed to by NMFS and the vessel oper-
ator; and

(v) Carry out all duties safely.

(2) The operator shall provide the
WCPFC observer, while on board the
vessel, with food, accommodation and
medical facilities of a reasonable
standard equivalent to those normally
available to an officer on board the
vessel, at no expense to the WCPFC ob-
server.

(3) The operator and crew shall not
assault, obstruct, resist, delay, refuse
boarding to, intimidate, harass or
interfere with WCPFC observers in the
performance of their duties, or attempt
to do any of the same.

(d) Related observer requirements. Ob-
servers deployed by NMFS pursuant to
regulations issued under other statu-
tory authorities on vessels used for
commercial fishing for HMS in the
Convention Area will be deemed by
NMFS to have been deployed pursuant
to this section.

[72 FR 18405, Apr. 12, 2007, as amended at 75
FR 3350, Jan. 21, 2010]

§300.216 Transshipment.

(a) Transshipment monitoring. [Re-
served]

(b) Transshipment restrictions. Fish
may not be transshipped from a purse
seine fishing vessel of the United
States at sea in the Convention Area,
and a fishing vessel of the United
States may not be used to receive a
transshipment of fish from a purse
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seine fishing vessel at sea in the Con-
vention Area.

[75 FR 3350, Jan. 21, 2010]

§300.217 Vessel identification.

(a) General. (1) A fishing vessel must
be marked in accordance with the re-
quirements of this section in order for
a WCPFC Area Endorsement to be
issued for the fishing vessel.

(2) Any fishing vessel of the United
States with a WCPFC Area Endorse-
ment or for which a WCPFC Area En-
dorsement is required shall be marked
for identification purposes in accord-
ance with this section, and all parts of
such markings shall be clear, distinct,
uncovered, and unobstructed.

(3) Any boat, skiff, or other
watercraft carried on board the fishing
vessel shall be marked with the same
identification markings as required
under this section for the fishing vessel
and shall be marked in accordance with
this section.

(b) Marking. (1) Vessels shall be
marked in accordance with the identi-
fication requirements of §300.14(b)(2),
and if an IRCS has not been assigned to
the vessel, then the Federal, State, or
other documentation number used in
lieu of the IRCS must be preceded by
the characters “USA’” and a hyphen
(that is, “USA-"").

(2) With the exception of the vessel’s
name and hailing port, the marking re-
quired in this section shall be the only
vessel identification mark consisting
of letters and numbers to be displayed
on the hull and superstructure.

(c) This section will not apply to fish-
ing vessels that are subject to the ves-
sel identification requirements of
§§300.173 or 660.704 of this title until
conflicts between the requirements of
this section and the requirements of
those sections are reconciled, and only
upon publication in the FEDERAL REG-
ISTER of a notice or final rule that in-
cludes a statement to that effect.

[75 FR 3350, Jan. 21, 2010]

§300.218 Reporting and recordkeeping
requirements.

(a) Fishing reports.—(1) General. The
owner or operator of any fishing vessel
of the United States used for commer-
cial fishing for HMS in the Pacific
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