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Office of the Secretary, USDA § 2.57 

Subpart I—Delegations of Author-
ity by the Under Secretary for 
Food, Nutrition, and Con-
sumer Services 

§ 2.55 Deputy Under Secretary for 
Food, Nutrition, and Consumer 
Services. 

Pursuant to § 2.19(a), subject to res-
ervations in § 2.19(b), and subject to 
policy guidance and direction by the 
Under Secretary, the following delega-
tion of authority is made by the Under 
Secretary for Food, Nutrition, and 
Consumer Services to the Deputy 
Under Secretary for Food, Nutrition 
and Consumer Services, to be exercised 
only during the absence or unavail-
ability of the Under Secretary: Per-
form all the duties and exercise all the 
powers which are now or which may 
hereafter be delegated to the Under 
Secretary for Food, Nutrition, and 
Consumer Services. 

§ 2.57 Administrator, Food and Nutri-
tion Service. 

(a) Delegations. Pursuant to 
§ 2.19(a)(1), (a)(2) and (a)(5), subject to 
reservations in § 2.91(b), the following 
delegations of authority are made by 
the Under Secretary for Food, Nutri-
tion, and Consumer Services to the Ad-
ministrator, Food and Nutrition Serv-
ice: 

(1) Administer the following legisla-
tion: 

(i) The Food and Nutrition Act of 
2008, as amended (7 U.S.C. 2011–2036), 
except for section 25, regarding assist-
ance for community food projects. 

(ii) Richard B. Russell National 
School Lunch Act, as amended (42 
U.S.C. 1751–1769i), except procurement 
of agricultural commodities and other 
foods under section 6 thereof. 

(iii) Child Nutrition Act of 1966, as 
amended (42 U.S.C. 1771–1790). 

(iv) Sections 933–939 of the Food, Ag-
riculture, Conservation, and Trade Act 
Amendments of 1991 (7 U.S.C. 5930 
note). 

(v) Section 301 of the Healthy Meals 
for Healthy Americans Act of 1994 
(Pub. L. 103–448). 

(vi) Section 4402 of the Farm Secu-
rity and Rural Investment Act of 2002 
(7 U.S.C. 3007). 

(vii) Section 4403 of the Farm Secu-
rity and Rural Investment Act of 2002 
(7 U.S.C. 3171 note). 

(viii) Section 4404 of the Farm Secu-
rity and Rural Investment Act of 2002 
(2 U.S.C. 1161). 

(ix) Section 4142 of the Food, Con-
servation, and Energy Act of 2008 (Pub. 
L. 110–246). 

(x) Section 4301 of the Food, Con-
servation, and Energy Act of 2008 (42 
U.S.C. 1758a). 

(xi) Section 4305 of the Food, Con-
servation, and Energy Act of 2008 (42 
U.S.C. 1755a). 

(xii) Section 4307 of the Food, Con-
servation, and Energy Act of 2008 (Pub. 
L. 110–246). 

(xiii) Section 4405 of the Food, Con-
servation, and Energy Act of 2008 (7 
U.S.C. 7517). 

(2) Administer those functions relat-
ing to the distribution and donation of 
agricultural commodities and products 
thereof under the following legislation: 

(i) Clause (3) of section 416(a) of the 
Agricultural Act of 1949, as amended (7 
U.S.C. 1431(a)), except the estimate and 
announcement of the types and vari-
eties of food commodities, and the 
quantities thereof, to become available 
for distribution thereunder; 

(ii) Section 709 of the Food and Agri-
culture Act of 1965, as amended (7 
U.S.C. 1446a–1); 

(iii) Section 32 of the Act of August 
24, 1935, as amended (7 U.S.C. 612c), as 
supplemented by the Act of June 28, 
1937 (15 U.S.C. 713c), and related legisla-
tion; 

(iv) Section 9 of the Act of September 
6, 1958 (7 U.S.C. 1431b); 

(v) Section 210 of the Agricultural 
Act of 1956 (7 U.S.C. 1859), except with 
respect to donations to Federal penal 
and correctional institutions; 

(vi) [Reserved] 
(vii) Section 311 of the Older Ameri-

cans Act of 1965, as amended (42 U.S.C. 
3030a); 

(viii) Sections 412 and 413(b) of the 
Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and 
Emergency Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. 
5179, 5180(b)); 

(ix) Sections 4 and 5 of the Agri-
culture and Consumer Protection Act 
of 1973, as amended (7 U.S.C. 612c note); 
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(x) Section 1114 of the Agriculture 
and Food Act of 1981, as amended (7 
U.S.C. 1431e); 

(xi) Section 1336 of the Agriculture 
and Food Act of 1981 (Pub. L. No. 97–98); 

(xii) Emergency Food Assistance Act 
of 1983 (7 U.S.C. 612c note); 

(xiii) Sections 3(b)–(i), 3A and 4 of the 
Commodity Distribution Reform Act 
and WIC Amendments of 1987 (7 U.S.C. 
612c note); and 

(xiv) Section 110 of the Hunger Pre-
vention Act of 1988 (7 U.S.C. 612c note). 

(3) Administer those functions relat-
ing to the distribution of supplemental 
nutrition assistance program benefits 
under section 412 of the Robert T. Staf-
ford Disaster Relief and Emergency As-
sistance Act (42 U.S.C. 5179). 

(4) In connection with the functions 
assigned in paragraphs (a)(1), (a)(2), and 
(a)(3) of this section, relating to the 
distribution and donation of agricul-
tural commodities and products there-
of and supplemental nutrition assist-
ance program benefits to eligible re-
cipients, authority to determine the re-
quirements for such agricultural com-
modities and products thereof and sup-
plemental nutrition assistance pro-
gram benefits to be so distributed. 

(5) Receive donation of food commod-
ities under clause (3) of section 416(a) of 
the Agricultural Act of 1949, as amend-
ed, section 709 of the Food and Agri-
culture Act of 1965, as amended, section 
5 of the Agriculture and Consumer Pro-
tection Act of 1973, section 1114(a) of 
the Agriculture and Food Act of 1981, 
and section 202(a) and 202A of the 
Emergency Food Assistance Act of 
1983. 

(6) Authorize defense emergency sup-
plemental nutrition assistance pro-
gram benefits. 

(7) Develop and implement USDA 
policy and procedural guidelines for 
carrying out the Department’s Con-
sumer Affairs Plan. 

(8) Advise the Secretary and other 
policy level officials of the Department 
on consumer affairs policies and pro-
grams. 

(9) Coordinate USDA consumer af-
fairs activities and monitor and ana-
lyze agency procedures and perform-
ance. 

(10) Represent the Department at 
conferences, meetings and other con-

tacts where consumer affairs issues are 
discussed, including liaison with the 
White House and other governmental 
agencies and departments. 

(11) Work with the Office of Budget 
and Program Analysis and the Office of 
Communications to ensure coordina-
tion of USDA consumer affairs and 
public participation programs, policies 
and information, and to prevent dupli-
cation of responsibilities. 

(12) Serve as a consumer ombudsman 
and communication link between con-
sumers and the Department. 

(13) Approve the designation of agen-
cy Consumer Affairs Contacts. 

(14) Administer those functions under 
title IV of the Personal Responsibility 
and Work Opportunity Reconciliation 
Act of 1996 (8 U.S.C. 1612) relating to 
the eligibility of aliens for benefits 
under the domestic food assistance pro-
grams. 

(b) [Reserved] 

[60 FR 56393, Nov. 8, 1995, as amended at 63 
FR 35787, July 1, 1998; 68 FR 27444, May 20, 
2003; 74 FR 3408, Jan. 21, 2009] 

Subpart J—Delegations of Author-
ity by the Under Secretary for 
Natural Resources and Envi-
ronment 

EDITORIAL NOTE: Nomenclature changes to 
subpart J appear at 60 FR 66713, Dec. 26, 1995. 

§ 2.59 Deputy Under Secretaries for 
Natural Resources and Environ-
ment. 

Pursuant to § 2.20(a), subject to res-
ervations in § 2.20(b), and subject to 
policy guidance and direction by the 
Under Secretary, the following delega-
tion of authority is made by the Under 
Secretary for Natural Resources and 
Environment to the Deputy Under Sec-
retaries for Natural Resources and En-
vironment, to be exercised only during 
the absence or unavailability of the 
Under Secretary: Perform all the du-
ties and exercise all the powers which 
are now or which may hereafter be del-
egated to the Under Secretary for Nat-
ural Resources and Environment. Pro-
vided, that, except in the absence of 
both the Under Secretary and a Deputy 
Under Secretary, this authority shall 
be exercised by the respective Deputy 
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