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Subpart A—General

SOURCE: 73 FR 4, Jan. 2, 2008, unless other-
wise noted.

§3.1 Purpose and scope.

(a) In general. (1) The regulations in
this part prescribe standards and pro-
cedures for use by USDA agencies in
the collection, compromise, suspen-
sion, or termination of debts owed to
the United States.

(2) The regulations in this part apply
to all debts of the United States sub-
ject to collection by USDA agencies,
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except as otherwise specified in this
part or by statute.

(3) The regulations in this part do
not preclude the Secretary from collec-
tion, compromise, suspension, or ter-
mination of debts as otherwise author-
ized by law. In such cases the laws and
implementing regulations that are spe-
cifically applicable to claims collection
activities of a particular agency gen-
erally shall take precedence over this
part.

(b) Agency specific regulations. (1) The
regulations of this part shall apply to
the Commodity Credit Corporation to
the extent specified in 7 CFR part 1403.

(2) USDA agencies may issue regula-
tions to supplement this part in order
to meet the specific requirements of in-
dividual programs.

(c) Inapplicability. The regulations of
this part shall not apply to:

(1) Collection of debts owed govern-
ment travel card contractors by USDA
employees;

(2) Collection of debts owed by indi-
vidual Food Stamp Program recipients
for whom debt collection procedures
are provided under 7 CFR 273.18.

§3.2 Authority.

The regulations in this part are
issued under the Debt Collection Act of
1982, as amended by the Debt Collec-
tion Improvement Act of 1996 (DCIA)
(31 U.S.C. 3701 et seq.) and the Federal
Claims Collection Standards issued
pursuant to the DCIA by Treasury and
Justice (31 CFR parts 901-904) that pre-
scribe government-wide standards for
administrative collection, compromise,
suspension, or termination of agency
collection action, disclosure of debt in-
formation to credit reporting agencies,
referral of claims to private collection
contractors for resolution, and referral
to Justice for litigation to collect
debts owed the government. The regu-
lations under this part also are issued
under Treasury regulations imple-
menting DCIA (31 CFR part 285) and re-
lated statutes and regulations gov-
erning the offset of Federal salaries (b
U.S.C. 5512 and 5514; 5 CFR part 550,
subpart K) and administrative offset of
tax refunds (31 U.S.C. 3720A).
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