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(iii) Objectives of the project. This sec-
tion must include the following:

(A) A description of how the VPA-
HIP funding will be used to encourage
public access to private farm, ranch,
and forest land for hunting, fishing,
and other recreational purposes;

(B) A description of the methods that
will be used to achieve the provisions
of paragraph (f)(5)(iii)(A) of this sec-
tion;

(C) A description of how and to what
extent the proposed program will meet
with widespread acceptance among
landowners;

(D) A detailed description of how and
to what extent the land enrolled will
have appropriate wildlife habitat and
how program funds may be used to im-
prove those habitats;

(BE) A detailed description of how and
to what extent public hunting and
other recreational access will be in-
creased on land enrolled under a Con-
servation Reserve Enhancement Pro-
gram as specified under §1410.50 of this
chapter, or if Conservation Reserve En-
hancement Program land is not avail-
able, specify that there is no impact;

(F) A detailed description of how any
additional Federal, State, tribal gov-
ernment, or private resources will be
used to carry out grant activities; and

(G) A detailed description of how the
public will be made aware of the loca-
tion of the land enrolled.

(iv) Work plan. Applications must dis-
cuss the specific tasks to be completed
using grant and matching funds. The
work plan should show how customers
will be identified, key personnel to be
involved with administration of the
grant, and the evaluation methods to
be used to determine the success of spe-
cific tasks and overall objectives of a
VPA-HIP grant. The budget must
present a breakdown of the estimated
costs associated with VPA-HIP activi-
ties and allocate these costs to each of
the tasks to be undertaken. Additional
funds from Federal, State, tribal gov-
ernment, or private resources as well
as grant funds and resources provided
in kind must be accounted for in the
budget.

(v) Performance evaluation criteria. Ap-
plications should discuss how the State
or tribal government will evaluate
whether the program for which the

§1455.20

grant is being sought will meet the
stated goals for the State or tribal pro-
gram, including but not limited to
landowner and recreationist participa-
tion, outreach, and cost-effectiveness.

(vii) Other similar efforts. The appli-
cant must describe its previous accom-
plishments and outcomes in public ac-
cess activities, if any.

(viii) Qualifications of personnel. Ap-
plicants must describe the qualifica-
tions of personnel expected to perform
key tasks, and whether these personnel
are to be full- or part-time employees
or contract personnel.

§1455.20 Criteria for grant selection.

(a) Incomplete or non-responsive ap-
plications will not be evaluated. Appli-
cants may revise their applications and
re-submit them prior to the published
deadline if there is sufficient time to
do so.

(b) After all applications have been
evaluated using the evaluation criteria
and scored in accordance with the
point allocation specified in the RFA, a
list of all applications in ranked order,
together with funding level rec-
ommendations, will be submitted to
the Deputy Administrator, FSA.

(c) Unless supplemented in a RFA,
applications for grants for VPA-HIP
will be evaluated using the criteria
listed in this section. The distribution
of points to be awarded per criterion
will be identified in the RFA.

(1) Benefits. The application will be
evaluated to determine whether and to
what extent the project’s anticipated
outcomes promote improvement of
public access for wildlife-dependent
recreation and intended environmental
benefits.

(2) Project description and feasibility.
The application will be evaluated on
the extent and quality to which the ap-
plicant demonstrates a reasonable ap-
proach to the project, sufficient re-
sources to complete the project, and a
capability to complete the project in a
timely manner.

(3) Widespread acceptance and maxi-
mizing participation of landowners. The
application will be evaluated based on
the applicant’s plan for encouraging
the participation of owners and opera-
tors of privately-held farm, ranch, and
forest land, and for engaging the public

701



§ 1455.21

users. Additionally, the extent to
which the applicant has identified and
established relationships with the part-
ners necessary to achieve the project’s
goals will be evaluated.

(4) Appropriate wildlife habitat. The
application will be evaluated to deter-
mine whether the applicant dem-
onstrates expertise in providing tech-
nical assistance with respect to estab-
lishing and maintaining appropriate
wildlife habitat on public access land.

(5) Strengthening wildlife habitat for
lands under the Conservation Reserve En-
hancement Program (CREP). The appli-
cation will be evaluated to determine
whether the project proposes to provide
incentives to increase public hunting
and other recreational access on land
enrolled under CREP as authorized by
§1410.50.

(6) Additional private, Federal, State, or
tribal government resources. The applica-
tion will be evaluated to determine the
extent to which the support letters
provided by other organizations in-
volved with the project demonstrate
specific and quantified commitments
to the project. Applications that dem-
onstrate additional resources will re-
ceive more points, all else being equal,
than those that do not.

(7)) Making available the location of en-
rolled land. The application will be
evaluated to determine how the project
proposes to make available to the pub-
lic the location of the land enrolled.

(8) Performance evaluation criteria. The
application will be evaluated to deter-
mine whether the applicant has in-
cluded outcome-based performance
measures.

(9) Administrative capabilities. The ap-
plication will be evaluated to deter-
mine whether the grant applicant has a
track record of administering the
project or, in the absence of a track
record, the capacity to administer the
project. Applicants that have dem-
onstrated capable financial systems
and audit controls, personnel and pro-
gram administration performance
measures, and clear rules of govern-
ance will receive more points than
those not evidencing this capacity.

(10) Delivery. The application will be
evaluated to determine whether the ap-
plicant has a track record in imple-
menting public access or similar pro-
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grams or, in the absence of an actual
track record, the capacity to imple-
ment a public access program. The ap-
plicant’s potential for delivering an ef-
fective public access program and the
expected effects of that program will
also be assessed.

(11) Work plan and budget. The work
plan will be reviewed for detailed ac-
tions and an accompanying timetable
for implementing the components of
the application. Clear, logical, real-
istic, and efficient plans will result in a
higher score. Budgets will be reviewed
for completeness and whether and to
what extent additional resources were
committed by Federal, State, or tribal
government, and private resources.

(12) Qualifications of those performing
the tasks. The application will be re-
viewed to determine if key personnel
have appropriate knowledge, skills, and
abilities with respect to wildlife-de-
pendent recreation including hunting
or fishing on privately-held farm,
ranch, and forest land, funds control,
grants management, performance mon-
itoring and evaluation, or other activi-
ties relevant to the success of the pro-
posed public access program.

§1455.21 Additional responsibilities of
grantee.

(a) Before receiving grant funding,
the grantee will be required to sign an
agreement similar in form and sub-
stance to the form of agreement pub-
lished within or as an appendix to the
RFA. The agreement will require the
grantee to commit to do all of the fol-
lowing:

(1) Take all practicable steps to de-
velop continuing sources of financial
support from other Federal, State,
tribal government, or private re-
sources;

(2) Make arrangements for the moni-
toring and evaluation of the activities
related to implementation of the pub-
lic access program of the owners or op-
erators that enroll farm, ranch, and
forest land; and

(3) Provide an accounting for the
money received by the grantee under
this subpart.

(b) Grantees will be required to mon-
itor funds or services as specified in
paragraph (c) of this section, and must
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